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PREFATORY REMARKS. 



It is gratifying to believe (and I think we 
may assume it as a fact) that Household- 
worship, including, both the reading of 
the Holt Scriptures ; and the offering up 
of prayer and thanksgiving ; morning and 
evening ; is now regularly practised, in most 
of the serious, and well-ordered families, in 
our country. 

I am, however, not quite convinced, that 
these domestic religious exercises, have 
been, as yet, generally conducted ; in the 
manner, and to the extent; most useful, to 
the less informed, and less experienced of 
the parties, who are partakers in them — I 
mean, to servants, and to children. 

In most of the chapters of the Bible, 
(and the reasons are sufficiently obvious why 
such should be the case) there are, either 
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passages, or expressions, or allusions, occa- 
sionally occurring ; or doctrines conveyed ; 
or apparent difficulties presenting them- 
selves ; which, though they may be suffi- 
ciently intelligible, and deeply impressive, 
with respect to those who are familiar with 
Holy Writ, and qualified by education and 
experience to penetrate its obscurities ; to 
perceive its truths; and to appreciate its 
beauties; must, notwithstanding, fail of 
being clearly apprehended ; or duly re- 
lished ; or practically felt ; by the less in- 
formed, and younger members of a family 
circle; unless such less intelligible scrip- 
tural particulars, be made level to their 
apprehensions ; and brought forward to 
their notice : and fixed on their recollec- 
tion ; by familiar expositions — short, plsdn, 
doctrinal, and practical — shorty that they 
may not tire by their length ; and be 
more easily remembered from their brevity: 
plain^ that they may be intelligible to 
those, for whose use they are more spe- 
cially intended — the young and unedu- 
cated: doctrinal^ that they may impart 
to them, the fundamental doctrines of our 
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"most Holy Faith:" and practical^ that 
the great end of reading or hearing ** the 
" word of God," may be attempted, if not 
attained — the purification of the heart; 
and the improvement of the life and con- 
duct* Now, as I have always entertained 
(what I conceive to be) solid objections, to 
this desideratum being supplied, by extem-^ 
poraneous exposition of Scripture ; it has, 
for some time past, been an object of my 
inquiry ; whether any publication, precisely 
of the character to which I allude, be 
among the innumerable works on Divinity, 
which have of late issued from the British 
Press. Hitherto, I have met with no such 
work: though this disappointment, may, 
possibly, be accounted for; by my very 
limited knowledge of the works of modem 
Theologians.* Should no such work, how- 
ever, have, hitherto, presented itself to the 
notice of the public : I would venture to 
solicit the attention of those, who acknow- 

* I would not be considered, as either thinking or speak* 
ing disrespectfully, of Mrs. Trimmer's laborious and well- 
intentioned work, entitled *' Sacred History, selected from 
the Scriptures," &c ; when I offer it, as my very humble 
opinion, that it taket too many UbefHet vfiih the sacred Text, 
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ledge the duty : necessity : utility ; and im- 
portance, of Family Worship ; to the fol- 
lowing short, plain, doctrinal, and practical 
expositions^ of fiie chapters of the Book of 
Genesis : not presumptuously, as examples 
to be followed ; but as specimens of the 
manner, which, (according to my view of 
the subject) might be beneficially adopted, 
in Family Scriptural Exposition. That 
some such work as this, including (with 
certain obvious exceptions*) the contents 
of ** the Holy Bible ; *' if executed by a 
younger, and more competent, divine than 
myself; and conducted, with especial regard 
to doctrinal truth and practical piety ; to 
historical illustration ; and to the intimate 
connexion between the two Testaments ; 
between the disclosures ; announcements ; 
and predictions ; of *^ Moses and the Pro- 
^* phets:**and the revelations; precepts; 
promises ; and sanctions, of Jesus Christ, 



* The exceptions (as I conceive) should be Lewtku» : as 
treating, ahnost exclusively, of tiie Jewish ceremonial law: 
the Psalms — the Proverbs^ as plainly didactic throughout. 
The Song of Solomon, as (if not allegorical) altogether de- 
scriptive ; and the Revelation of St. John, as not to be under- 
stoody till the completion shall explain the prophecy. 
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and his apostles — that a manual of this 
description, I repeat, would be highly 
acceptable, to the serious and respectable 
portion, of our Christian population, cannot, 
I think, admit of a doubt 

It is scarcely necessary to suggest, to 
any one who should undertake the useful 
literary labour alluded to ; that, when the 
contents of the different chapters, afford 
opportunities of so doing ; those religious 
and moral duties, which arise, more parti- 
cularly, out of the conditions of childhood^ 
youthy and domestic servitude^ should meet 
with marked attention. 

With respect to the Prayers^ best adapted 
for use in family worship ; that point must 
be left to the judgment of the head of the 
household : but, I may, perhaps, be par- 
doned for suggesting the following remark : 
the result of some thought and experience 
in this matter — that, although there be 
many very good forms of Prayer and 
Thanksgiving, prepared and published, by 
able and pious men, for the use of house- 
holds, in domestic worship — the contents 
of none of these manuals are so scriptural ; 
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fervid ; affecting ; varied ; condensed ; and 
admirably appropriate, and adapted, to that 
purpose ; as the prayers, thanksgivings, and 
collects ; in our own invaluable Book of 
Common Prayer. Their varietj/, in par- 
ticular, indeed, is such; that a judicious 
selection from them, would suit all persons, 
times, and circumstances: and their con- 
$tantly diversified use, would not only en- 
gage, and fix attention ; but might, possibly, 
impress the minds of the hearers, (more 
especially of the younger ones) with a sen- 
timent of stronger admiration, respect, and 
affection, than they had before entertained, 
for that precious volume. 

Our BOOK of COMMON PRAYER. 

Cliehoood, 1841. 



SHORT, PLAIN, DOCTRINAL, AND PRACTICAL 



iBxpo^itton^ 



OF 



THE BOOK OF GENESIS. 



CHAPTER I. 

The chapter which has just been read to 
you, my Christian Brethren, is, as you all 
must well know, the Jirst^ in that sacred 
Volume, which is called, ** the Holy 
« Bible:*' or "the word of God-/' or " the 
" Scriptures : " and which is so entitled ; be- 
cause, the several parts or portions of which 
it consists, were written by holy men, of 
old time, under the inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost : which unerring guide, inspired 
them with; or, in other words, put into 

B 
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their minds, what they were to write. The 
contents of the Bible therefore, must be, 
unquestionably, trv£: not "yea and nay:*' 
but, " yea and amen,** forever and ever : 
revealing, all the objects of our Faith : and 
embodjdng, all the rules or laws of our con- 
duct : including, all that it is necessary 
for us, and for all mankind, to believe and 
to do; in order to obtain everlasting salva- 
tion, according to God*s free mercy, in and 
through, the mediation, merits and atone- 
ment, of our only Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ : for, ** there is none other name 
** under heaven, given among men, whereby 
" we must be saved.** (Acts iv. 12.) 

This chapter stands ^r*^, (as before men- 
tioned) or at the head, of all the Books of 
the Bible : and for the best, and plainest 
reasons — because it gives us, a short, clear, 
and satisfactory account, of the beginning 
of all things : of the creation of the uni- 
verse out of nothing — because, it teaches 
that gvedii first truth : the being of a God : 
of a self-existent : eternal : infinite : incon- 
ceivable J great First Cause : the source 
of all Being : the maker and preserver of 
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all things, visible and invisible : past ; pre- 
sent ; and to come : iu and through whom, 
alone ; we, " the creatures of his hand,*' 
who inhabit this earth ; " live, and move, 
"and have our being'* — and because, it 
shews us, how the glorious sky, which we 
see above us : and the fruitful eaith, which 
is spread beneath our feet : were not only 
created, but, fitted up, (so to speak) in 
order, usefulness, and beauty ; for the be- 
nefit and enjoyment of man ; by that Al- 
mighty Power, "who,** (as the Psalmist 
writes,) "spake, and it was done: who 
"commanded, and it stood fast.'* The 
chapter with which we are now engaged, 
describes this marvellous work of creation ; 
proceeding step by step, (if we may use 
the expression) from its commencement to 
its conclusion. — Lights at the divine com- 
mand, bursting from universal darkness — 
the elements^ separating ; and taking their 
appointed places — the earth, bringing forth 
its countless tribes of plants, herbs, and 
fruits — the glorious ** Host of Heaven ; ** 
sun, moon, and stars; starting into being — 
"the great and wide ^eo,** producing its 

B 2 
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innumerable finny inhabitants — the sky^ 
being furnished with every kind of winged 
fowl — the face of the earthy being stocked, 
with " bea§ts, cattle, and creeping thipgs " 
without number — and, last of all,, whcsn 
this vast machinery was. coippleted; and 
God saw that the, world which he had ere- 
ated, was " good," — and every way fitted 
to be the habitation, of '* a reasonable 
" soul ; !* he crowned his stupendous work, 
by the creation of the. human race : "male 
" and fejcnale ; " " in the image of God cre- 
" ated he them : '* that is (as we may humbly 
conjecture) in a state of as great perfec- 
tion, in body and mind, as it was right and 
fitting, for human beings to possess and 
enjoy. He gave to them understandings 
to perceive and comprehend, what was. for 
their good and peace — he gave to them 
Reason^ to direct them in the attainment, of. 
these blessings — he gave to XhetajTeedovn- 
qf-will ; to choose, or refuse, the good gifts 
which had been bestowed upon, and were 
intended, exclusively, for, them — a sublime 
operation ; in which, from the remarkable 
expression — " Let us make man," we may 
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(with all becoming diffidehcej conceive; 
that the Almighty associated, ' with his 
eternal essence ; his ever-blessed Son, who 
was to redeem : and the Holy Ghost, 
who was to regenerate ; enlighten ; and 
sanctify, a sinful race ; which he foresaw, 
would fall from the "original righteous- 
** ness," in which they were created. Here 
ended this wonderful work, of power, wis- 
dom, and love divine: **and God saw 
" every thing that he had made ; and be- 
" hold, it was very good :'* and " the even- 
** ing and the morning were the sixth day/' 
The principal instruction to be derived 
from this chapter, is, — a knowledge of the 
existence of the one true God ;, and of 
his nature and attributes; as far as the 
human mind can comprehend them : — and a 
practical conviction of those duties^ which 
this knowledge should lead God's reason- 
able creatures to fulfil — that, as He is a 
supremely good^ and infinitely merciful 
God; he should, therefore, have our gra- 
titude and love — that, as He is a perfectly 
holy and just God ; He should, therefore, 
have our reverence, worship, and adoration 

B 3 
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— that, as He is an all-powerful God : a 
** God to whom vengeance belongeth,'* as 
well as compassion — He should therefore 
have our obedience and fear : according to 
that solemn admonition of Jesus Christ: 
** Fear not them which kill the body ; but 
" are not able to kill the soul : but, rather 
" fear Him, which is able to destroy soul 
" and body in hell/* (Matt. x. 28.) 



CHAPTER n. 

The chapter which now engages our at- 
tention, begins, as you have heard, with 
the appointment and sanctification of the 
seventh day, as a day of rest : because, 
on that 'day, the Almighty " rested,*' from 
all the works which " he had created and 
" made.** Nothing can more clearly mani- 
fest the HOLINESS of the Sabbath ; and 
our obligation to devote it to a rest from 
our worldly labours ; and to the worship 
of God; than this separation of it, from 
the other days of the week, by God Al- 
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mighty himself: — for, assuredly, no duty 
can be more binding on the consciences of 
mankind ; than the sanctification of a day, 
hallowed, by the example (so to speak) of 
the divine Creator ; at the conclusion of his 
mighty operation, of infinite power, united 
with infinite goodness. It is true, that, 
after the resurrection of our blessed Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ: (the most im- 
portant event to mankind, next to the 
creation) the Sabbath (or day of Rest) 
was changed from the seventh^ to the first 
day in the week (from the Saturday to the 
Sunday) for the purposes ; of commemo- 
rating this wonderful event ; and of pre- 
serving the recollection of it, alive and 
fresh in the minds of mankind : but, all 
the sanctity of the original Jewish Sabbath, 
was transferred to the Christian's Lord's 
day, or Sunday ; and the same obligation to 
" keep holy,** " the first day of the week,** 
rests upon the Christian ; as was imposed 
upon the ancient Jew, to " hallow the 
** seventh day.** 

, The chapter proceeds to describe the 
dwelling, which the Lord God had pro- 

B 4 



r 



II. 



BOOK OF G£N£StS. 



iltered affection, which marriage, was 
jrcifully designed by God, to produce 
[those who enter into it ; are remarkable, 
for the wretchedness which they 
fg upon, or for the disgust with which 
regard, each other. Among those, 
im it has pleased God to place in the 
ter ranks of life, how frequently, do we 
all conjugal unity and peace de- 
'ed ; by the brutality of a vicious hus- 
inflamed and maddened by constant 
ikenness : or, the same domestic dis- 
I, and " every evil work," produced by 
ingoverried temper of an indiscreet wife : 
will provoke, when she ought to soothe ; 
lake home uncomfortable, by constant 
:radiction and complaint 1 Nor, can it be 
led ; nor ought it be concealed y that, 
mg the higher classes, the marriage 
is too often, but " lightly-esteemed:** 
considered, rather as an engagement 
orldly convenience, than as a sacred 
lexion. We cannot deny, (for the facts 
[recorded in our courts of justice) that 
Itery, and conjugal infidelity, seem to 
^garded, in not infrequent instances, as 

B 5 
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pardonable follies, and not as deadly sins ; 
that "the bed undefiled** has ceased to 
be ** honourable :** that a husband putting 
away his own wife, and taking another man's 
wife in her room, is not an heinous offence, 
in the sight of that God, who ordained, at 
the creation, that man and wife should be 
" one flesh." It is, certainly, a grievous 
matter of offence (and can we gainsay the 
fact?) in the modern religious and moral 
character of our country ; that the sanctity 
of " the holy estate of matrimony," is but 
lightly esteemed, by no inconsiderable part of 
its population : since separations ; divorces; 
and marriages of divorced parties, are by no 
means infrequent among us : as if God, in 
the formation of human society, had not pro- 
nounced wedlock^ to be a sacred connexion : 
as if our blessed Lord had not confirmed 
this divine declaration : and, in his " ser- 
" mon on the mount," denounced solemnly, 
all such irreligious violations of the matrimo- 
nial vow ; or, as if those who are guilty of 
them, were utterly, and equally, regardless 
of the Lawgiver and his Laws. " It hath 
been said" (such are the words of Christ) 
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" whosoever shall put away his wife, let 
" him give to her a Bill of Divorcement : 
" but, / say unto you, whosoever shall put 
" away his wife, saving for the cause of 
" Fornication, causeth her to commit adul- 
" tery : and whosoever shall marry her, 
" who is put away, committeth adultery/' 
(Matt. V. 31, 32.) 



CHAPTER HI. 

The chapter which now requires our 
remarks, is both an afflicting, and an en- 
couraging one : well calculated to lower 
our pride ; and to fill us with ^^ shame and 
confusion of face : '' but, at the same time, 
to afford comfort : to restore hope : and to 
bring back peace, to the wounded, contrite, 
spirit : for, while it describes our ruin and 
condemnation in Adam : it intimates our 
restoration, in and through a Redeemer : 
** the seed of the woman ; " our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

In the second chapter of Genesis, we have 

B 6 
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V 

< 

an account of " the great things, which God 
had done *' for the Father and Mother of 
Mankind : of the bountiful provision which 
he had made for their happiness, during 
their mortal state of existence. He had 
given to them " all things richly to enjoy," 
which Paradise, a garden planted by God 
himself, could produce : with the single 
exception, of the fruit of one tree, " the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,*' of 
which, if they ate, they were to die. Nor let 
us imagine, that this was a too severe, or a 
disproportioned punishment, for an offence, 
apparently so slight, as that of eating an 
apple. Wilful disobedience to God's de- 
clared commandments, merits heavy retri- 
bution. God saw fit to appoint, that the 
refraining from the fruit of a particular 
tree, should be a trial of Adam's faith and 
duty : with a vast reward annexed to his 
obedience : for without trial there cannot be 
obedience^ (where there {^freedom of will:) 
and without obedience there can be no reason 
for reward. We find, however, from the 
chapter under consideration, that Adam 
tailed in his obedience, and became liable 
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to the execution of that sentence, which 
had been pronounced upon such failure : — 
that he, and his wretched partner in sin, 
were now delivered over to the grasp of 
temporal death : that they were driven out 
from the Paradise of God, into a world, 
which had been smitten on their account, 
with comparative barrenness ; bringing forth 
nothing but ^* thorns and thistles ; '' unless 
worked by the " labour of their hands, and 
** the sweat of their brow/* 

But, the evil produced by the disobe- 
dience of our first parents, did not end here. 
The author of the second Book of Esdras 
(vii. 48.) has, in a few words, described the 
most lamentable consequence of the original 
transgression. "O Adam," says he, "what 
" hast thou done ? for though it was thou 
•* that sinned, thou art not fallen alone, but 
"all we, that come of thee :** a melancholy 
fact ; which St. Paul confirms, when he 
writes : — "by one man came sin into the 
'* world, and death by sin : and so death 
'^ passed upon all men : for that all have 
"sinned." — Yes: by the disobedience of 
Adam, his whole offspring, as well as him- 
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self, became tainted with sin : and subject 
to the sentence, which he had brought 
down upon his own guilty head. Human 
Nature was corrupted : that is, it became 
far removed from *' original Righteous- 
" ness :" almost every trace of " the Image 
" of God,** in which it had first been formed, 
was obliterated. Th^ freedom of wilU with 
which God had privileged man, as a means 
of proving his faith, obedience, and virtue, 
now led him into rebellion and crune. 
His passions became violent: his reason 
weak : his will perverse : his inclinations 
and desires, directed rather to objects, sin- 
ful, vain, and foolish ; than to what is good^ 
just, and wise. 

Such was the condition after the Fall, of 
Man, and the world into which he was then 
driven : the one, a condemned criminal : 
the other, a desolate wilderness! But, 
"God in his wrath remembereth mercy:** 
and when he pronounced sentence, he 
softened the severity of it, by a gracious 
promise; which, though delivered in a dark 
sapng, would be understood by our first 
parents, sufficiently, to support their cast- 
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down spirits, under their immediate dis- 
tress ; with a certain prospect, of future 
restoration to the divine favour; in and 
through a merciful Saviour, springing from 
themselves : who would repair the ruin of 
the Fall : crush the power of the enemy 
who had occasioned it : and root out the evil 
which he had introduced into the world — ac- 
cording to St. John s short, but encouraging 
account, of the blessed purpose, for which 
our only Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
took upon him the form of Man. " For this 
" purpose the Son of God was manifested ; 
" that he might destroy the works of the 
" Devil/' (1 John iii. 8.) 



CHAPTER IV. 

This chapter has two claims to our no- 
tice : it is remarkable and edifying. It is 
remarkable; for it contains the first recorded 
account, of the sad effects of the corruption 
of Human Nature, produced by the Fall, 
on the heart and conduct of Man, — in the 
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murder of a brother: and it is further re- 
markable ; because it affords to us, the first 
notice and example, which we have in 
Scripture^ of the observance of the rite of 
SACRIFICE : a ritie (as it is most reasonable 
to suppose) commanded by God himself, 
immediately after the Fall, to be ' observed 
by Adam and his posterity, as a type, em- 
blem, or pre-figurement, of that " full 
" and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and 
" satisfaction, for the sins of the whole 
" world," which was to be offered up, at 
the time appointed, in the person of "the 
"Lamb of God." — The chapter is edify- 
ingy because it guards us against the in- 
dulgence, of the violent and wicked passions 
of our corrupted hearts: and describes, in 
a very striking manner, though in few 
words ; the miserable consequences, which 
are experienced by those, who suffer them- 
selves to entertain, and to be influenced by, 
the horrid feelings, of envy, hatred, malice, 
and the thirst of vengeance. The short 
complaint of Cain, after he had murdered 
his brother Abel ; and had been driven out 
from " the presence of the Lord : " (or, in 
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Other words, had made God his enemy, by 
the dreadful crime :) the few words of deep 
distress, which he uttered, — " My punish- 
ment is greater than I can bear ** — display, 
in the most affecting, and improvmg man- 
ner ; that intolerable agony of mind, which 
the wicked man is tortured by, after the 
commission of his " abominable wicked- 
" ness :" when conscience rises up to con- 
vince him of his sin ; and to display to hitti 
its fearful consequences. Terrified : shamed t 
restless ; and self-accused — he stands forth, 
a striking proof, of the truth of the Prophet 
Isaiah's description, of all wilful ^d impe- 
nitent sinners — " The wicked are like the 
" troubled sea; when it cannot rest: whose 
" waters cast up mire and dirt. There is 
" no peace, saith my God, to the wicked." 
It may, at first sight, perhaps, appear to 
be difficult to understand, why " the Lord 
" had respect to Abel and his offering : 
*^ but, unto Cain and his offering, he had 
" not respect." Both the brothers seem to 
have been equally punctual, in the observ- 
ance of their religious duties : in " appear- 
" ing before the Lord," at the appointed 
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times and places: and, in making their 
offerings upon his altar. As far, therefore, 
as outward worship went, their services 
would appear to have been equally accept- 
able in the sight of God. But, the diflS- 
culty is fully explained, by the author of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews — " by Faith," 
saith he, " Abel offered unto God, a more 
" excellent sacrifice than Cain : by which 
" he obtained witness, that he was righ- 
" teous : God testifying of his gifts." (Heb. 
xi. 4.) Here we find the Reason of God's 
preferring AbeFs sacrifice of " the firstlings 
" of his flock," to Cain's offering of "the 
" fruit of the ground." Cain's religion 
was a religion oiform : AbePs a religion of 
the heart Cain's offering was the perform- 
ance of a duty, which he was afraid to omit, 
but, had no pleasure in fulfilling ; and it 
had no reference to " the promised seed." 
AbePs was an act of piety, love, and above 
all, of Faith — of Faith, in that divine 
and encouraging assurance, which had been 
given to our first parents after the Fall, of 
a future Saviour, in " the seed of the 
" woman ; " whose willing " sacrifice upon 
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•* the cross, once offered,** was to be pre- 
figured, by ^* sacrifices of the blood of 
'^ bulls and of goats ; and the ashes of an 
" heifer, sprinkling the unclean,** until 
their perfect completion should take place, 
in " the sacrifice of the death of Christ.'* 

There is some seeming obscurity, also, 
in the speech of Lamech to his wives, in 
this chapter: in which he refers to the 
mark of protection^ placed upon Cain by 
the Almighty. But, the probability seems 
to be, that Lamech had killed a man in his 
own defence : and, therefore, he considered 
himself as being more secure of the divine 
protection, than the wilful murderer, Cain. 

This chapter then teaches us, among other 
valuable lessons, the wisdom, as well as the 
duty, of rooting out of our hearts^ (with 
God*s gracious assistance, obtained by 
prayer) all those evil passions, which made 
a lodgement within them, at the Fall of 
Man — envy : hatred : malice : rage : the 
cruel : unforgiving, and uncharitable spirit : 
and all feelings of the like harsh and un- 
merciful character : which, if nourished 
and indulged, might, possibly, lead to acts. 



20 EXPOSITIONS OF THE CH.T.VL 

as atrocious, as the sin of Cain; - This 
wretched murderer, appears first, to have 
envied his brother, for "the greater re- 
** spect *' which God had to the sacrifice of 
the "righteous Abel," than to his own 
offering. Envy soon ripened into a perfect 
hatred of his brother. This horrid passion, 
quickly awakened the desire of revenge ; 
and this desire led Cain, ere long, to gratify 
his malicej by spilling Abel's blood. " And 
" wherefore slew he him ?'* writes St. John, 
" because his own works were evil ; and his 
" brother's righteous." (1 John iii. 12.) 



CHAPTERS V. & VI. 

The fifth chapter of the Book of Genesis, 
contains little that admits of exposition ; or 
that requires explanation : as it consists, 
for the far greater part, of the genealogy, 
age, and death, of the Patriarchs, from 
Adam to Noah : who was the son of La- 
mech, and the grand-son of Methusalah. 
It is worthy of remark, however, that this 
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chapter gives us the respective ages, of the 
Patriarchs who lived before the Flood : from 
which account 'we find, that, previously to 
that awful dispensation, the. term of human 
life, was. extended to ten tunes, and upwards, 
of the limits which it has (generally, speak- 
ing) reached, in the averages of the world : 
for Methusalah, the oldest man ou record, 
wasiiio less than 969 years. of age, when 
he was summoned to the grave. The cawe 
of such . longevity, we cannot, of course, 
explain ; aild it well becomes us, to offer 
even an opinion on the subject, with 
humility arid ; hesitation : but it may be 
supposed, that the state of the earth ; and 
the condition of the air ; before they had 
been disturbed by the ruinous convulsion 
of the Flood; were so favourable to the 
human constitution ; as to ward off that 
early decay, to which it has been liable, 
since that calamitous general visitation ; 
although . (as there appear to have been no 
written records before the flood) it is pos- 
sible, that the longevity of the antediluvian 
patriarchs, might have been divinely or- 
dained ; in order to secure the belief of a 
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God ; and of his creation of the earth ; and 
the remembrance of the Fall ; and of the 
promise of a Redeemer ; from perishing 
among mankind ; by confining a tradition 
of these dispensations, to not more than 
nine generations. 

Another memorable event recorded in 
the same fifth chapter, is, the removal, or 
translation of Enoch (the great-grandfather 
of Noah) from Earth to Heaven ; without 
his tasting death ; in like manner with the 
Prophet Elijah, in an after age. The sacred 
text tells us, that " Enoch walked with 
" God : and he was not ; for God took him." 
He was a holy man, in the midst of " a 
" crooked and perverse generation :" and be- 
loved of God more especially, for his Faith 
in " the promised seed ;'* which, probably, 
had been in a great measure lost sight of, 
by those amongst whom he lived : for the 
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews says, 
•* By Faith Enoch was translated, that he 
^' should not see death, and was not found : 
" because God translated him ; for before 
*^ his translation he had this testimony : that 
" he pleased God" (xi.5.): and so highly 
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was he blessed with the divine favour, that 
he seems to have been gifted, with a fore- 
knowledge of the awful dispensation, which 
the Almighty was about to bring upon an 
incorrigible world, by an universal deluge : 
for St. Jude writes in his general Epistle : 
*^ Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, 
" prophesied of these, saying, Behold the 
" Lord Cometh, with ten thousand of his 
" saints, to execute judgment upon all : " 
(ver. 14.) and God, in his infinite mercy 
and wisdom, might have been pleased to 
work the miracle, of Enoch's translation 
into heaven; to awaken the wicked and 
careless crowd around him, (as he after- 
wards permitted Noah to exercise a similar 
warning) and to call them to thought and 
repentance, before it was too late; by 
thus manifesting, in a most remarkable 
manner, his special regard for piety and 
virtue. 

The next, or sixth chapter of Genesis, 
prepares us for the completion of the pro- 
phecy of Enoch, in which he announced 
the approaching general destruction of the 
wicked. The patience of a long-suffering 
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God had been exhausted, by the wilful, 
head-strong iniquity, of an abominable ge- 
neration : who were all "gone astray,*' 
with the exception of one righteous family : 
Noah, his wife, and offspring: who "found 
" grace ** (or favour) " in the sight of the 
" Lord : '* and " the Lord said, I will de- 
" stroy man which I have created, from the 
" face of the earth ; both man and beast, 
" and creeping things, and the fowls of the 
air : for it repenteth me that I have made 
them/* Here, it may be useful to re- 
mark, that the expression, repenteth^ when 
applied to God, in this, and other passages 
of Scripture, must not be taken, or be sup- 
posed, to intimate, that there can be any 
inconsistency, or variation, or capricious- 
ness, in the Divine counsels, and decrees ; 
for with God, ** there is no variableness, nor 
" shadow of turning ; ** nor are we to en- 
tertain the vain and impious thought, that 
God is influenced by any of those passions, 
or affections, which produce variableness or 
indecision, in the actions of human Beings : 
but, the writers of the Holy Scriptures, 
(though inspired for all necessary pur- 
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poses) from their ignorance of the Divine 
Nature and attributes ; in order that they 
might be more intelligible and impressive ; 
found it necessary, to attribute to the Nature 
of God ; something like those feelings, emo- 
tions, and affections ; which produce, or in- 
fluence ; the actions of mankind : so that 
such terms, and such language, are, in fact, 
nothing more, than an accommodation to 
human infirmity. 

The Almighty having, in his wisdom, 
decreed to destroy a generation, beyond the 
reach of correction ; directed the Patriarch 
Noah, to prepare an ark, for the reception 
of himself, and his family ; and of a certain 
number of ^* every living thing of all flesh ;** 
of ** fowl and cattle, and creeping thing ;'* 
to preserve them from the universal de- 
struction, with which God was about to 
visit the earth. Noah, we read, was one 
hundred years in building and preparing the 
Ark : and, during that long period, con- 
tinued to be (though in vain) preaching re- 
pentance ; to reclaim, if possible, a ** world 
** dead in trespasses and sins : ** a long-suf- 
fering God, (as the apostle tells us) "waiting 

c 
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^* in the days of Noah, while the ark was a 
** preparing, wherein few, that is, eight 
" souls, were saved by water ** — an awful 
event, on which St Peter founds this so- 
lemn Christian doctrine: "the like figure 
" whereunto, even Baptismj doth also now 
" save us : not the putting away the filth d£ 
the flesh : but, the answer of a good con- 
science toward God, by the Resurrection 
" of Jesus Christ" (iPet. iii. 20, 21.) 






CHAPTER VI I. 

The chapter which has been just read to 
you, contains an account, of the most awful 
event, which has, as yet, occurred, in the 
history of the world : the destruction of the 
whole race of mankind, by water : with the 
exception of one righteous family ; and of 
" every living thing of all flesh : " save a 
small number of each sort, for the future 
replenishment of the earth. The human 
imagination cannot conceive the horror of 
that scene, which displayed itself, when 
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"the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, and the windows of heaven were 
opened : '' w^en the whole surface of the 
earth was one wide wreck ; and the car- 
casses of every thing that bad breath, 
man, beast, bird, and creeping thing, were 
mingled together upon it, in horrible con-* 
fusion. Nor was it the flat surface of 
the earth only, that the waters overspread ; 
for " all the high hills, that were under 
" the whole heaven, were covered : and 
" the mountains were covered ; and all in 
" whose nostrils was the breath of life : and 
" all that was on the dry land, died.*' It 
would be a very pleasing confirmation, of 
the truth of the history of the Deluge, (if 
Holy Scripture stood in need of such a 
proof of its verity) that the present level 
and hilly portions of the earth, (when they 
are dug into) furnish great quantities of the 
actual remains of various animals, which 
may justly be considered as having lived, 
before; and at the time o^ the Deluge: and 
to have perished, when that dreadful visitar 
tion occurred : and many learned and clever 
persons, whose attention has been directed 
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to this very interesting subject : and who 
have discovered such appearances, under 
the surface of the present eaith ; and who 
were well qualified to form a correct judg- 
ment on this point : have given sufficient 
reasons to convince us, that these remains 
can be accounted for, only, by the fact, of 
that universal deluge having taken place, 
which is recorded in the Bible. 

It may be well to observe, that the divi- 
sion of time into weeks; and the sanctifica- 
tion of the seventh day ; appear to have 
been well known, to " righteous" Noah, and 
his family : for we find from the fourth 
verse of this chapter, that the Almighty in- 
timated to him ; that, "a/fer seven days** he 
would begin the work of destruction ; and 
cause the rain to fall upon the earth, for 
forty days and forty nights. The number 
seven ; is, indeed, throughout Scripture, in 
a variety of cases, and on many special oc- 
casions, made use of, as if it were a sacred 
number ; and would lead one to suppose, 
that this frequent repetition of it, was in- 
tended, to, refer to, and to remind mankind 
of, the sancHJicatiim of that day ; on which 
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God rested from the work which he had 
made: and we may also reasonably con- 
clude, from the words of the eleventh 
verse : " in the 6(X)th year of Noah's life : 
in the *' second month ; in the 17th day 
" of the month : *' that, the division of the 
year into 12 months ; and the division of 
these months in SO days (and, possibly, a 
fraction) each ; made a part of the know- 
ledge of those generations of mankind, who 
lived before the flood. 

The religious instruction to be derived 

from this chapter, cannot be mistaken, by 

those who seriously consider its contents. 

There is no truth unfolded in Scripture, 

more clearly revealed, or more frequently 

and solemnly announced, than this — that, 

although the Almighty be most merciful 

and long suffering, " he will, in no wise, let 

the" incorrigible "sinner go." The Psalmist 

has confirmed this awful truth, in strong and 

remarkable terms : " God," saith he, " is a 

" righteous judge : strong and patient : and 

** God is provoked every day. If a man 

" wUl not turn, he will whet his sword : he 

" hath bent his bow, and made it ready : 

c 3 
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" he hath prepared for him the instruments 
'* of death : he ordaineth his arrows against 
" the persecutors." (PsaJm, vii. 12, 13, 14.) 
The same truth is announced in the New 
Testament, in almost countless passages, — 
The goodness and long-suffering : the pa- 
tience and forbearance of the Almighty : 
the earnest longing and desire of Jesus 
Christ, to save the sinner, and to bring back 
the Prodigal to his Father's House ; are sub- 
jects on which the Redeemer dwells with 
frequency and holy delight : giving us the 
sanction, of his divine assurance, that '^ there 
is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God, over one sinner that repenteth.** 
But, the same Heavenly Teacher is equally 
frequent, in his declarations of the wrath of 
God, on ** impenitent sinners ; and in his 
warnings and exhortations to escape while 
it is yet day," by repentance and reform- 
ation, from the fiery indignation of a right- 
eous Judge; who will condemn, and punish, 
individually, collectively, and impartially, 
rich and poor, high and low : great and 
humble : the prince and the peasant : the 
master and the servant : yea, verily, every 
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soul of mail) who has been blessed with the 
light of the Gospel, who " turneth not away 
^' from the iniquity that he hath com* 
** mitted : '' and seeketh not for the grace 
of God, to enable him to '^do that which is 
** lawful and right ; that he may save his 
soul alive/* — In his awakening Parable of 
the Marriage feast, under the similitude of 
the unworthy guest, who intruded himself 
among the company, n^t having on a wed- 
ding-garment ; and who is condemned to 
outer darkness, and weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth ;*' our blessed Lord an- 
nounces the certain everlasting destruction, 
o£ those, who, professing themselves to be 
Christians, resist the means, and despise the 
offers, of grace, and wilfully, with their eyes 
open, set at naught the conditions of Salva- 
tion, REPENTANCE ; FAITH I and OBEDIENCE 

to the will of God — and, in another dis- 
course, referring to the history of the uni- 
versal deluge, Christ warns his hearers, (from 
the fatal consequences of the impiety, and 
thoughtlessness of the generation in the 
days of Noah) to be prepared, by repent- 
ance and conversion, for the coming of "the 

C 4 
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" Son of Man ; ** which will be as sudden 
and uncertain, as the visitation of the flood. 
" As the days of Noah were/* saith he, 
^^ so shall also the coming of the Son of 
" Man be. For, as in the days that were 
"before the flood, they were eating and 
" drinking ; marrying and giving in mar- 
"riage, until the day that Noah entered 
" into the ark ; and knew not, until the flood 
" came, and took them all away : so shall 
" also, the coming of the Son of Man be.** 
(Matt xxiv. 37, 38, 39.) 



CHAPTER VIII. 

What a delightful contrast, my christian 
brethren, is there, between the chapter we 
have now heard, and the one which came 
immediately before it I In the latter, a 
scene is described, at the hearing of which, 
** both the ears of him who heard it,** might 
well "tingle;** his heart sink within him; 
and his imagination be filled with astonish- 
ment and horror, — the Almighty in his 
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wrath 1 — an overwhelmed and ruined world I 
— and a crowd which no man could num- 
ber ; of rational beings : and a countless 
multitude of creatures, in which was " the 
" breath of life ; ** plunged into sudden 
destruction : and perishing, amidst their mu- 
tual shrieks : yells : and dying groans 1 Our 
present chapter exhibits to us, " mercy tri- 
umphing over judgment:'* the divine in- 
dignation appeased : a little flock,'* saved 
by " the Father's good pleasure," " (as a 
brand plucked out of the fire") to re-people 
the face of the desolated earth ; and to be 
the parents of a race, which should know 
God ; his Providence ; and Law ; and be ob- 
jects of that great Salvation ; which, at the 
appointed time, he would reveal, in " the 
** promised seed of the woman ; " the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Several remarks are suggested by the 
chapter we are now considering — Noah; 
his family ; and the comparatively few re- 
mains of the living creatures of the earth 
and sky, which God had been pleased to 
preserve, from the destruction of the flood ; 
were confined to the ark, for one whole 
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year and eleven days : from the hour that 
they entered into it, to the day of their de- 
parture from it : when it rested, upon the 
summit of a mountain^supposed, with great 
probability, to be Ararat^ in Armenia, a 
country in the eastern parts of the world* 

The confinement was, indeed, a long 
one, but, possibly, not distressing; for, 
many accurate calculations seem to prove, 
that the dimensions of the ark, were suffi- 
cien tly spacious, to afford comfortable accom- 
modation, to all that were included within 
it ; and food must have been sufficiently 
supplied, by the sevens of every clean beast 
and fowl, which Noah was commanded to 
take into the ark with him (chap. vii. 2.), 
as well for sustenance, as for the purpose, of 
perpetuating, by Sacri/icef the type, or pre- 
figurement, of the great future Sacrifice, of 
the ** Lamb of God,'* for the sins of Man- 
kind. The promise also, which the Al« 
mighty had counselled in his heart, when 
Noah had come forth from the ark, and 
had ofiered a sacrifice to God, in gratefiil 
remembrance of his mercy — this promise is 
another memorable particular in the chapter 
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under consideration — <^ I will not again 
"curse the ground any more for man's 
** sake — neither will I again smite any 
" more every thing living as I have done — 
*' While the earth remaineth, seed time 
f^ and harvest, and cold and heat; and sum- 
*' mer and winter : and day and night, shall 
not cease" — a divine assurance, which has 
been unrecalled for 4000 years : and will re- 
main unchanged, to that tremendous ** day'* 
and ^^hour," which, as our blessed Lord 
assures us, ^' knoweth no man ; no not the 
" angels in Heaven j but my Father only** 
— - (Matt. xxiv. SQ.) *' in the which,*' the 
Apostle writes, "the heavens shall pass 
" away with a great noise, and the elements 
^* shall melt with fervent heat : the earth 
" also, and the works therein, shall be 
" burned up.** (ii Pet. iii. 10.) 

Neither can we read this chapter, without 
being struck with the beautiful circum- 
stances related in it, of Noah*s sending out 
the Raven and the Dove from the ark ; in 
order to ascertain, whether or not the waters 
had left the surface of the earth ; and of 
the former not returning to its shelter : but, 
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of the latter again seeking it, as a place of 
refuge — nor, can we help comparing this 
recital, with the dijfferent fates, which befal 
the young and inexperienced, on their in- 
troduction (as it is called) into life; or 
into the general society of the world : 
according as religious and moral instruction, 
has, or has not, been imparted to them in 
early life : and the principles of piety and 
virtue, been sown or not sown, in their 
young hearts, by a parent's conscientious 
care. Alas 1 how many of the latter de- 
scription, when sent (like the Raven in the 
sacred History) intothe wide world, without 
the Polar Star of Faith in Christ to direct 
their course : and without a knowledge of 
his commandments to rule their conduct — 
how many of these unprotected thoughtless 
youths, become an easy unsuspecting prey, 
to the world's pleasures, follies, and vices, 
when they are launched upon its troubled 
and dangerous surface : and consume all 
that they have "in riotous living:" and 
return no more, to innocence, virtue, and 
peace ! while, on the other hand, they, into 
whose hearts, the principles of righteousness 
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liave been firmly planted in early life ; when 
they are turned into general society, and 
exposed to the seductions and temptations 
of ** an evil generation," peopling "a world 
*' dead in trespasses and sins : '* though 
they may, for a little while, be ensnared by 
its temptations ; and deluded by its false 
promises of happiness, to those who follow 
its ways : — yet, ere long, finding, like the 
Dove, " no rest for the sole of the foot ;** 
no foundation for comfort, satisfiiction, or 
tranquillity, in the ways and maxims of the 
world — they again turn to the principles of 
holiness and virtue, in which they have 
been early nurtured, for " that peace which 
" the world cannot give:*' and get them 
back, right gladly, wearied with a flight in 
which they could find no resting place j to 
their "father's house;*' "the ark of the 
" Lord:" the Religion of the Cross. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The first memorable circumstance, re- 
corded in the chapter which we have just 
heard, is the blessings pronounced by God, 
upon Noah, when be quitted the ark } as 
well as the extent of that blessing. God 
restored to Noah, the original dominion 
which he had given to Adam, at his crea- 
tion, "over the fish of the sea; and over 
" the fowl of the air; and over every living 
" thing; that moveth upon the earth :'* he 
entered into a covenant with him, and with 
his seed afler him, that there should " no 
" more be a flood to destroy the earth : ** 
and, moreover, to encourage Noah and his 
posterity, in a firm belief of the sacredness 
and certainty of this divine covenant, God 
gave the ram6ot£;, as it were its seal : — as a 
visible pledge of his unchangeable decree ; — 
and further, granted to Noah, and to all man- 
kind after him ; permission ** to eat of every 
moving thing that liveth ;*' under the re- 
striction, of refraining to eat of the blood of 
the animals, which they might use for food. 
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— There is something worthy of remark in 
the several names which were given to the 
three sons of Noah — Shem — Ham — and 
Jhpheth — as well as in that of Canaan; 
who was the son of Ham — as they are all, 
more or less, significant of the character 
and condition, of the posterity which sprang 
from each of them. Thus, for instance, 
Shem has the meaning of renoumed : a term 
which well applies to the descendants, of 
this patriarch : for he was the forefather of 
Abraham, and of the Israelitish nation; 
" to whom (as St. Paul expresses it in 
'* Rom. ix. 4, 5.) pertained the adoption : 
and the glory : and the covenants : and 
the giving of the law; and the service of 
God : and the promises : whose were the 
** Fathers : and of whom, as concerning 
" the flesh, Christ came ; who is over all ; 
** God blessed for ever.'* The bounds of 
the habitation of Shem's descendants, also, 
were very extensive : for they are supposed 
to have included, ail the middle regions of 
the earth. — The names of Ham, and his 
son Canaan, also, are descriptive of the 
future fortunes of those nations which 
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derived their origin from them : for the 
meaning of the names, both of Ham and 
Canaan, is, — depressed, degraded, subdued 
— terms which well suit with their destined 
residence — Africa — a region blotted, for 
ages, by barbarism : ignorance, bloodshed, 
and slavery : — and, lastly, the name of Ja- 
PHET, which signifies enlarged, or widely 
spread : appears to be predictive of the 
extent and nature of those regions, to 
which his progeny were ordained : including 
all the Northern' parts of Asia: and the 
whole continent of Europe, with all its Isles. 
The base and unfeeling character of Ham, 
(which seems to have put its mark on his 
degenerate posterity) is strikingly pointed 
out, in the melancholy conclusion of the 
present chapter. His cruel exposition, of an 
inadvertent error, as well as of the person, 
of his venerable father, to his brothers ; 
with a view (as it should seem) to excite 
their mockery and contempt of their parent; 
was a heinous breach of piety ; morality ; 
filial duty, and decency ; and God appears 
to have testified his indignation against it, 
by putting into the mouth of Noah, that 
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prophetical malediction upon Ham's son, 
Canaan, which has, for a long series of 
years, been accomplished in bis degraded 
race : ** cursed be Canaan : a servant of 
servants shall he be, unto his brethren.'* 

We cannot but observe, moreover, in 
reading this lamentable portion of the 9th 
chapter of Genesis ; that the first introduc- 
tion of strong, intoxicating, liquor, into the 
world, was accompanied by a sin ; and 
followed by a curse : and both history and 
experience must teach us (if we will but 
listen to them) that they have continued 
to be too generally associated with each 
other, from the time of Noah, to the present 
day. Innumerable have been the instances, 
in which drunkenness has led to crime; 
and been succeeded by remorse and punish- 
ment : by the curses of pain, disease, dis- 
credit, want, and early death ; and hence it 
is, that in the contemplation of the ruinous 
consequences of this brutalising vice, both 
in time and eternity; Holy Scripture is full 
of precepts against its commission ; and of 
warnings of its effects. The prophets and 
wise men, under the old covenant : and 
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Jesus Christ and his apostles, in the New 
Testament; have delivered innumerable 
solemn admonitions, against the disgraceful 
practice. " Woe unto them,** saith Isaiah, 
(ch. V. 11, 12.) ^^ that rise up early in the 
morning, that they may follow strong 
'' drink : that continue until night, till wine 
" inflame them/' " Woe unto them that 
are mighty to drink wine : and men of 
strength, to mingle strong dnnk." (Isaiah 
V. 22.) " Who hath woe ? (saith Solomon : 
Prov.xxiii. 29, 30.) "who hath sorrow? 
" who hath contentions ? who hath bab- 
"bling? who hath wounds without cause? 
" who hath redness of eyes ? they that 
" tarry long at the wine : they that go to 
" seek strong drink : " and " a greater than 
" Solomon," the Lord Jesus Christ, in his 
admonition to Christians, to be prepared 
for the uncertain hour of death, has this 
special reference to the crime of drunken- 
ness. " Take heed to yourselves, lest, at 
any time, your heart be overcharged 
with surfeiting and drunkenness : and 
so, that day come upon you unawares." 
(Luke xxi. 34.) 
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CHAPTER X. XL XIL 

Th£ contents of the tenth chapter of the 
Book of Genesis, are confined to an enu- 
meration of the names of the posterity of 
Shem : Ham : and Japheth : and of the 
..ix>untries which they inhabited; and the 
cities which they built: interesting and 
useful particulars, as they afford that in- 
formation, respecting the origin of the most 
ancient nations in the world, which no 
book, except the Bible, can supply. 

The contents of the eleventh chapter of 
Genesis, are, in a great measure, the same 
as those of the tenth, with the addition 
of a short, but memorable, account, of the 
building of the Tower of Babel ; of the 
confusion, or multiplication of languages ; 
of the separation of the builders from each 
other : and of their dispersion, over a con- 
siderable part of the earth : by which pro- 
vidential dispensation, the whole world, in 
process of time, became inhabited. This 
chapter concludes, with a short notice, of 
the birth of the great Patriarch, Abram, 
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the son of Terah — of his marriage with 
Sarai — her barrenness — and the change 
of the place of abode of Tenth's family, 
from the district called Utj in ChaMea (a 
land of gross idolatry,) to Haran^ in Mesth 
potamia ; the country which lies between 
the two great eastern rivers, called the 
TigriSf and the Euphrates : where Terah 
died. 

Nothing, however, can be more interest- 
ing, than the contents of the twelfth chap- 
ter, which has just been read: in which 
we have not only, the first clear and precise 
promise, of God, of the land of Canaan, to 
the posterity of Abram, (the ancient Jewish 
nation) and the still more general and uni- 
versally — comforting, divine declaration, 
of " all the families of the earth,'* being 
" blessed " in him : but, we have further, 
an illustration of the great Christian doc- 
trine, of "Justification by Faith" — of 
man's acceptance with God, as the free 
reward, of a firm, confident, unshaken be- 
lief in ; and assurance of; the truth of his 
revealed word : and of the holiness and ob- 
ligation, of his revealed Laws — the one 
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leading us to trust in ; and to " cast all our 
care,** and to'depend entirely upon. Him — 
the other " constraining*' us, to endeavour, 
conscientiously, to keep his command- 
ments. Such was the Faith of Abram, — 
with two unhappy exceptions of its stead- 
fastness. He, as the history «hews us ; and 
as St. Stephen tells the Jewish council, in 
after times : " hesitated not to obey God, 
" when he said unto him : Get thee out of 
" thy country ; and from thy kindred ; and 
" come into the land which I will shew 
" thee. Then came he out of the land of 
" the Chaldeans ; and dwelt in Charran : 
" and from thence, when his father was 
^^ dead, he removed him into this land, 
" wherein ye now dwell : and he gave him 
** none inheritance in it ; no, not so much, 
" as to set his foot on : yet he promised^ 
" that he would give it to him, for a pos- 
" session, and for his seed after him : when, 
" as yet, he had no child." 

It should seem, that some time elapsed, 
before Abram completely settled himself, 
in the land of Canaan ; for we are told, that 
**he journeyed, still going on to the 
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" South }*' when a grievous famine arose, 
in the land, which compelled him to seek 
for some other temporary residence. Egypt, 
at that time, was the most productive coun- 
try, of the necessaries of life, in the whole 
world : and being at no great distance from 
the Land of Canaan, thither Abram di- 
rected his steps. 

The account of his tanying in this land 
of his sojournment, furnishes us with an 
hirtorical fact, which is well worth recol- 
lection — that this country, was, at that 
time (between three and four thousand 
years ago), in a state of considerable, com- 
parative civilization — when, as yet, a large 
space of the earth's surface was uninha- 
bited ; and the nations around Eg3rpt, were 
in a condition nearly barbarous; this an- 
cient Kingdom had its regular form of 
Government: its kings: its courts: its 
official characters : its laws : its arts : and 
its sciences: an interesting fact, which 
modem discoveries have satisfactorily esta- 
blished : for, within the last forty or fifty 
years, many travellers into Egypt, have 
opened the tombs of the ancient Egyptian 
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Kings ; and have found on the walls of these 
sepulchres, beautiful paintings ; represent- 
ing most of the common arts, known in 
the present day ; and which are now prac* 
tised among ourselves. Nay, what is more^ 
the Egyptians, in the time of Alxram, seem 
to have acknowledged the principles of 
natural justice ; of moral virtue ; and of 
religious obligation); as we may infer, from 
the event recorded in the conclusion of the 
12tb chapter; for, when the King of Egypt 
discovered, that Sarai was Abram's wife, and 
not his sister ; the plagues which he suf- 
fered, in consequence of his detaining her, 
excited a religiot^ dread in his mind ; and 
a moral compunction; for having committed 
a breach of justice^ and virtue^ in withdraw- 
ing a married woman from her husband. 

But, the transaction, which appears to 
have been, thus far, creditable to the King 
of Egypt, reflects, we must, with concern, 
allow, much blame on the character of the 
hitherto faithful Abram. The fidsehood 
which he prevailed upon Sand to utter, 
shews the weakness of Human Nature ; as 
well as the corruption, which was infused 
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into it, by the Fall of Man. It is not 
meant to say, that Man was converted by 
this sad event into a Daemon : that he then 
became utterly incapable of any good 
thought : or praiseworthy motive : or kind 
action — or, that he then lost every trace of 
" the image of God,*' in which he was 
originally created: but, that his Nature 
became, by the great transgression, so 
much altered for the worse; so far re- 
moved (as our article well expresses 
it,) " from original righteousness;'* his 
Reason so weakened: his Judgment so 
perverted : his passions so violent : and 
his desires and inclinations so carnal and 
worldly — that he rendered himself inca- 
pable, of pleasing God ; or of fulfilling his 
holy will ; without the light of a revelation ; 
to point out to him, what he ought to do ; 
and the assistance of Divine grace, to en- 
able him to perform it. When, indeed, we 
see Abram, " the friend of God," induced, 
by " the fear of man,'* to sacrifice truth to 
self-preservation — when we read of David, 
" the man after God*s own heart,** being 
hurried, by his passions, into the crimes of 
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idultery and murder — when we hear of 
Peter, an especially-favoured disciple, after 
having sworn that he would never be faith- 
less to his Divine Master; denying him 
with oaths and imprecations, and swearing, 
that he " knew not the man " — such sad 
examples of human frailty as these, should 
fill us all : high and low : rich and poor : 
with the deepest personal, and spiritual hu- 
mility : and should convince us, that we can 
derive spiritual strength from Christ alone : 
and " be kept," only " by the power of 
" God, through faith unto salvation/' 
(1 Pet. i. 5.) 



CHAPTER XIII. 

The chapter which has now been read to 
you, relates, we find, the removal of the 
Patriarch Abram, from Egypt ; and his re- 
turn to the land of Canaan ; in company 
with his Nephew Lot, the son of Haran, 
who was the brother of Abram. It gives 
us a very interesting picture, of what is 
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usually called the Pastoral State : the condi- 
tion of society, (at that early period,) of the 
greater portion of the eastern world : when 
the riches of the great and powerful, the 
chiefs, and " rulers of the people ;" con- 
sisted, of ** exceeding many flocks and 
" herds :" and when the principal occupa- 
tion of these great men, was, a personal 
attention to this living property. So large, 
indeed, were the droves of cattle, belonging 
to each individual among them ; that a great 
extent of country was required for their 
separate flocks : and, in the case of Abram 
and Lot, so great was the difSculty of 
their herds being accommodated in the 
same district ; and so serious the disputes, 
which occurred between their respective 
herdmen, on this account ; that the uncle 
and his nephew, thought it adviseable to 
depart from each other : and Abram 'went 
and dwelt in the land of Canaan ; while Lot 
removed, with his household, to " the plain 
" of Jordan ;" then, the most productive 
spot in the East. 

It is a pleasing illustration of the Sacred 
History, that the condition of society, de- 
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scribed in this chapter — the Pastoral State, 
before mentioned — is still to be found, in 
that region of the world, where it existed 
3000 years ago. Several are the tribes, in 
one part of Arabia, living, at this moment, 
as the patriarchs lived, in the time of 
Abram : and while their neighbours, the 
descendants of IshmaeU ^e fulfilling the 
prophecy respecting him, that " his hand 
" should be against every man, and every 
** man's hand against him j** these peaceful 
descendants of Abram, are continuing the 
same habits of life ; and pursuing the same 
peaceful Shepherd avocations ; which occu- 
pied the time and attention, of their great 
ancestor, the "father of the faithful.*' 

The appearance of the Almighty to 
Abram, recorded in the conclusion of the 
xiiith chap, was the third, with which this 
patriarch was honoured. The first, had 
been accompanied, by this command, and 
this promise: "Get thee out of thy 
" country ; and from thy kindred ; and from 
" thy Father's house ; unto a land that I 
" will shew thee : and I will make of thee 
" a great nation ; and I will bless thee, and 

D 2 



52 EXPOSITIONS OF THE CH.XIII. 






make thy name great : and thou shalt be 
a blessing: and I will bless them that 
^^ bless thee ; and curse him that curseth 
^^ thee : and in thee shall all the families of 
" the earth be blessed." Such were the 
command and promise, of the Almighty : 
and it was in consequence of Abram's ready 
obedience to this command; (to say no- 
thing, at present, of the still greater proof 
of his obedience, which he was to be called 
upon, afterwards, to give,) and of his imme- 
diate, full, and perfect, heliefy of the cer- 
tainty of that promise being Juljilled — that 
Abram's practical, operative faith, is so 
highly extolled in Scripture : and held out, 
as an example to be followed, by all Chris- 
tians, to the end of time. And, indeed, if 
we had no other instance of Abram's ready 
obedience to God's commands ; and of his 
firm FAITH in the truth of God's promises; 
we should confess, that this painful sub- 
mission to God's will, was a most striking ; 
and (" to speak as a man") a most praise- 
worthy proof of it : for, let us recollect, 
what sacrifices J this obedience imposed 
upon Abram. At the call of God, he left 
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his " country : '* his "kindred:** and his 

" Father's house** — that native " country,*' 

to which we are all so strongly bound, by 

birth: by education: and by habit — that 

"kindred,** who have so many claims, to 

our duty, reverence, and affection — that 

" father*s house,** the happy home, where 

we have enjoyed the purest pleasures, which 

we are permitted to taste, in this world of 

sin and sorrow. All this, the faithful 

Abram gave up ; without a murmur, and 

without hesitation, at the command of 

Him, in whom he trusted — and for what ? 

to " sojourn in the land of promise ; as in 

" a strange country, (as the apostle says,) 

" dwelling in Tabernacles, with Isaac and 

" Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 

" promise.** 

As soon as Abram had obeyed the first 
command of the Almighty, and had re- 
moved into the land of Canaan, and fixed 
his dwelling in the plain of Moreh ; God 
appeared unto him a second time : and re- 
peated the promise, with which he had 
already favoured him, of giving the land, 
in which he then dwelt, "to his seed;** 
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when, (as the apostle tells us,) '^ he had no 
" child/' and his wife was barren. But, 
under all these improbabilities, of a com- 
pletion of the Promise, Abram's " fiuth 
" staggered not :" and it was " accounted 
" to him for righteousness/' 

Again, (as we have heard, in the present 
chapter,) the Almighty manifested himself 
to Abram, after he had separated himself 
from Lot : which was his third app^rance 
to the honoured Patriarch : when a repe- 
tition of the divine promise was made to 
him, (still more particular, than either of 
the former ones ;) not only of the possession 
of Canaan ; but of a^rogeny so numerous; 
that " if a man could number the dust of 
^^ the earth, then should his seed also be 
" numbered :*' an assurance, which was 
most correctly realized — by the Jews (the 
descendants of Abram) conquering, in after 
times, the country of Canaan, and settling 
therein: — by their becoming a great na- 
tion, till their final conquest by the Ro- 
mans — and, by their making, at this mo- 
ment, a part of the population of every 
nation in the world. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The circumstances related in this chapter, 
will not appear to be at all extraordinary, 
to travellers, who are personally acquainted, 
with the present condition of Society, in 
those parts of the Eastern World, which 
were inhabited, by Abram, and the patri- 
archs of after times : nor to such, as have 
read the accounts of intelligent travellers, 
into those countries, in modem days. The 
manners, indeed, habits, customs, and cir- 
cumstances altogether, of these people, are 
entirely different from those, in the part of 
the Earth which we inhabit. Thus for 

instance; we must not suppose, that the 
Kings of whom we have been reading, 

resembled, in any degree, the present mo- 
narchs of the earth j or that their terri- 
tories were at all equal in extent, to the 
kingdoms of the present civilized nations 
of the world. The " leaders of the people,*' 
called in this chapter, and in many parts of 
scripture, Kiftgs ; were merely heads, or 
chiefs of tribes; whose power extended 
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over but a small portion of barren country : 
and whose armies consisted of a rude 
rabble ; chiefly domestic servants, or hire- 
lings ; and whose principal object, in the 
sudden attacks which they made upon 
their neighbours, was, to carry off their 
cattle and household stuff; and to make 
slaves of their persons. It appears from 
the chapter just read ; that, four of these 
chieftains confederated together, and made 
a sudden attack, upon the territories of five 
neighbouring chiefs; among whom were 
the Kings of Sodom and Gomorrah : that, 
their attack was successful : that, they 
made the two Kings prisoners ; and carried 
off, among the other captives and spoil. 
Lot, the " brother's son" of Abram, who 
at that time dwelt in Sodom. The news 
of his nephew's misfortune, and captivity, 
speedily reached Abram ; who, with the 
natural feeling of an affectionate relative; 
armed his large crowd of 318 trained do* 
mestics, born in his house — pursued the 
spoilers — overthrew them : — liberated Lot 
— and recovered the goods; the women, 
and the people. On his return, in triumph. 
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from this successful conflict, a very remark-^ 
able circumstance occurred to him. — The 
King or chief of Sodom (as the sacred 
page informs us) went out to meet, and to 
congratulate, Abram, on the victory which 
he had obtained : accompanied by another 
princely personage, Melchizedec, the King 
of Salem. Few circumstances are related, 
respecting the history and character of this 
great man : and an air of mystery hangs 
over both. It is clear, however, that he 
\vas the priest, as well as the chief of his 
tribe: a twofold office, held, in those 
ancient times, by all who were invested 
with the Royal power. This prince, we 
find, who was as generous, as he was great 
and good ; brought with him ample re- 
freshment for Abram, and his numerous 
dependents ; and, before he departed, pro- 
nounced a solemn blessing upon the patri- 
arch ; and offered up a short, but pious 
thanksgiving to God, for having granted 
him " the victory over his enemies." The 
condescension and generosity of Melchize- 
dec, excited the gratitude of Abram, who 
^hile he, doubtless, acknowledged his 
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obligation to him, returned the favour, by 
giving to Melchizedec a " tithe of all ; ** 
or, in other words, a tenth part of the spoil, 
which he had recovered from the Kings 
whom he had defeated. A considerable 
portion of the obscurity which hangs over 
this account of Melchizedec, is removed, 
by what the author of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews relates of this remarkable person. 
He tells us, that Melchizedec was a type 
or prefigurement of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
and that his Priesthood also, was a type of 
the everlasting priesthood of the same 
divine Redeemer. He tells us also, that 
his own name, and the name of the country 
over which he reigned, prefigured the 
character and office, of Jesus : the word 
Melchizedec, signifying a just and righteous 
King: and the word Salem, signifying 
Pea€e ; forming together just and proper 
types of Christ : the Lord our Righteous- 
ness : our Justijier : Peacemaker ; and 
great High Priest ; and he tells us, lastly, 
that Jesus, our forerunner, is entered for 
us " within the veil," " made a High 
" Priest for ever, after the order of Mel- 
" chizedec.*' 
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It would be injustice to the character of 
Abram, to omit mentioning his high- 
minded and disinterested refusal, to receive 
any " recompence of reward,** for his im- 
portant services to the King of Sodom. 
Not a thread, not " a shoe-latchet,** would 
he take, out of the spoil which he had res- 
cued or acquired : — satisfied with the plea- 
sure arising from the consciousness, of 
having performed a generous action : and 
feeling the full force of that truth, which 
was uttered, in after ages, by the Re- 
deemer, who was to spring from him: 
** that it is more blessed to give, than to 
" receive.** 



CHAPTER XV. 

After our blessed Lord had partaken of 
his last supper with his disciples, he affec- 
tionately addressed the apostle Peter in 
these warning words : " Simon : Simon : 
•* Behold, Satan hath desired to have you, 
" that he may sift you as wheat : but, I 
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** have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
"not:*' and, such has been the secret 
desire and endeavour : the silent, and, too 
often, successful, practice of the great 
enemy of mankind, with all the children of 
God, from the earliest times to the present 
day. He hath desired to have them, that 
he might sift them as wheat. ** The father 
** of lies,** knows full well, that, if the prin- 
ciple of FAITH can be shaken from its solid 
foundation ; — the principles of holiness : 
piety : trust: confidence : and virtue, must 
be overturned together with it : and that 
the deserted soul, must thus become his 
easy unresisting prey. It appears from the 
chapter just read, that this reprobate ad- 
versary of God and man, had attempted to 
" stagger** the religious integrity of "the 
" Father of the faithful** himself; and not, 
(as it should seem,) without some success j 
for, the text tells us, that, when the Al* 
mighty renewed his gracious promise to 
Abram ; some doubts entered into his mind 
with respect to the accomplishment of it, as 
far as it regarded his posterity: ** seeing 
" (as he says) that he was childless ;** and 
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that the offspring of " Eliezer his steward, " 
was to be hLs heir. His mistrust, however, 
of the truth of God's word, was but of 
short endurance : for when the Almighty 
assured him, that Eliezer's son should not 
be his heir ; but that a son of his own, 
should inherit the promise ; and when, to 
confirm this assurance, God brought Abram 
forth abroad, when the sky was spangled 
with mnumerable stars ; and declared, that 
his progeny should be more countless than 
them, the Patriarch's affiance in the divine 
word, was completely, and lastingly esta- 
blished — To believe all that God said, and 
to do all that he commanded, became (with 
two exceptions) the character of his Jaith ; 
— and as the sacred penman tells us, "it was 
" accounted to him for righteousness." This 
momentary failure, however, in the faith of 
so devoted a servant of God, as Abram ap- 
pears to have been, from the whole of his 
history : as it was (without doubt) useful to 
the generations that succeeded him; so 
should it operate as a warning, to believers 
of the present day ; as an instance of frailty 
and imperfection, in, even the best of 
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human characters. It should warn us all, 
against a proud confidence in the stead- 
fastness of our FAITH ; and against all liigh 
notions of our spiritual strength — it should 
teach us, to be earnest in our prayers, that 
our " faith fail not : " and, in the language 
of one of our own beautiful collects, fre- 
quently and fervently, to supplicate the 
Almighty, that " He would keep us with 
** his perpetual mercy : and, because the 
" frailty of man without him, cannot but 
** fall ; that he would keep us ever by bis 
** help, from all things hurtful, and lead us 
** to all things profitable to our salvation, 
•* through Jesus Christ our Lord.*' 

It is desirable to observe, that every suc- 
cessive promise made by the Almighty to 
Abram, is more full and particular than 
the preceding one. The divine manifestation 
with which he was honoured, as mentioned 
in the present chapter ; was accompanied, 
not only with a renewal of the promises 
heretofore made to him ; but by higher 
and more precious assurances ; and with pro- 
phetical declarations, of an extraordinary ; 
an affecting ; but, in the end, of a comfort- 
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ng description. The Almighty assures the 
3atriarch, that he will be his present de- 
fence : and future reward — that his de- 
scendants should be countless in number : 
that he should inherit; and his progeny 
should possess, the land of Canaan — that 
they should be sojourners and slaves in a 
foreign land 400 years ; (reckoning from 
the time of Abram's arrival in Canaan, to 
the delivery of the Israelites from the 
bondage of Egypt, under Moses) — ^thatGod 
would grievously afflict the people to whom 
they should be in bondage: and would 
bring them out of that land of oppression, 
(in the fourth generation) into the land of 
Canaan, with great abundance : that is, 
with the spoil of the Egyptians : with which 
the Israelites were loaded, when they 
quitted the land of Egypt ; as we read in the 
xiith chap, of the book of Exodus. The 
Almighty, moreover, promised to Abram 
length of days ; and that those days, should 
be days of peace : a prediction which 
was entirely fulfilled, as we find from the 
xxvth chap, of the book of Genesis, 7th 
and 8th verses ; in which we are told, that. 
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" when Abraham had lived an hundred, 
" three score and fifteen years, he gave up 
*^ the ghost : and died in a good old age : 
<* an old man, and full of years ; and was 
" gathered unto his people :'* — and that the 
patriarch might be more fully assured of 
the truth of the divine declarations ; God 
was pleased to confirm those declarations ; 
by directing Abram to offer a sacrifice, 
which was attended with such awful and 
miraculous circumstances ; as could not fail, 
to make a lasting impression, on the mind 
of the offerer — of the verity of God's word 
— of the certainty, that, "what he had 
" said, that he would do" — and that, with 
Him there " is no variableness nor shadow 
" of turning : ** but, that he is " the same, 
" yesterday, to-day, and for even** 



CHAPTER XVL 

When we read the Bible, or hear it read, 
we should ever bear in mind, the peculiar 
character of this sacred volume. We should 
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ecollecty that it is the oldest book in the 
vorld : parts of which were written between 
;hree and four thousand years ago: and 
:hat the most recent portions of it, have 
been written nearly eighteen hundred 
years. We should further remember, that 
some of its earliest portions, (more espe* 
cially the Book of Genesis) describe a state 
of society, which was very widely different, 
from the present condition of the nations 
of the civilized parts of the world — that, 
although many of the manners and customs 
alluded to, or described in this Book, are 
to be met with at the present day, in some 
distant, and unenlightened Eastern coun- 
tries : yet these have disappeared, for cen* 
turies, from the polished kingdoms of 
Europe ; in one of which we, happily, have 
our abiding place — but, above all, we 
should never forget, that all the events 
related in the Book of Genesis, took place, 
before any revelation^ (properly so called) 
of God's will, had been vouchsafed to man- 
kind : that the Law had not yet been de- 
livered from Mount Sinai : nor the holy, 
and practical precepts of the ever-blessed 
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Saviour, promulgated to the world : those 
precepts, which, by purifying the heart — 
sanctify the conduct : controul the passions ; 
chasten the desires : and direct the affec- 
tions to their lawful objects. These, and 
other considerations of a like nature, (which 
might be further offered,) will explain and 
account for, those usages, customs, and 
practices, occurring in the Book of Genesis, 
which are so totally unlike what we meet 
with in our own country, and in the na- 
tions around us: and they will also ex- 
plain the cause, though they will not 
excuse the immorality, of those connexions 
between the sexes, which were exemplified 
in the first ages of the world ; in the prac- 
tice of having more wives than one, at the 
same time ; and of introducing concubines 
into the family circle: an instance of 
which occurs in the chapter, now under 
our consideration. The moral Law, in- 
deed, delivered through Moses to the 
Israelites, corrected in some degree, and in 
this respect, the errors, as well as the prac- 
tice, of the people, to whom that Law was 
revealed: and the Prophets, afterwards, 
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raised their voices against such unholy 
doings : but, it was not until the Christian 
religion had been preached to mankind, by 
its divine Author ; that the duties of purity, 
chastity, and conjugal fidelity were so 
clearly explained, that, " he who runneth 
" may read : '* and so specially com* 
manded, that the conscience must be seared 
with a hot iron, if it do not feel and ac- 
knowledge, the force of the Christian obli- 
gation to fulfil those duties. It was not 
till Christ, our Lawgiver, as well as Saviour, 
had abolished the ceremonial Law ; and 
exposed and corrected, the pharisaical 
corruptions of the moral law ; that mankind 
were taughf, that a great part of **the 
" beauty of holiness," consisted in purity 
of thought and deed : and that the sentence 
of everlasting perdition, hung over the 
head of the seducer : the fornicator : and 
the adulterer. The language which oiir 
Statute Book, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
addresses to all who name the name of 
Christ, cannot be mistaken : the punish- 
ment which it denounces, against every 
kind and action of impurity, cannot be 
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avoided. To the young, and to the grown 
up: to the single and the married: it 
speaks thus : — " Blessed are the pure in 
" heart, (they are the words of Jesus Christ,) 
" for they shall see God.'* — " Flee youth- 
" ful lusts ;" writes St. Paul to a young dis- 
ciple, who was just launching out into a 
world, crowded with sinners ; and full of 
temptations and seductions — to which he 
adds, (in another epistle, to the believers 
who' inhabited an impure and sensual city :) 
" Be not deceived : neither fornicators : 
" nor idolaters : nor adulterers — shall in- 
" herit the kingdom of God.'* The same 
holy Apostle, not only directs the Thessa- 
lonians to "abstain from fornication (iThess. 
iv. S.) ; but solemnly ordains, in another of 
his epistles, that " fornication and unclean- 
" ness," should not even be once named 
among Christians, (Eph. v. 3.) and whilst 
he declares that " Marriage is honourable in 
" all ; and the bed undefiled," he adds, 
that " whoremongers and adulterers, God 
" will judge." (Heb. xiii. 3.) The sacred- 
ness of the wedding vow, indeed, had 
already been announced, long before the 
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Lpostle^s declarations, by the divine Author 
f our " most holy faith : *' who not only 
inctified the matrimonial connexion, by 
is presence at its celebration : but de- 
ouncedy in the following passage, the un- 
allowed custom, of espousing more wives 
ban one, which had ever existed among 
he Jews, and which continued to be prac- 
ised by them (in common with some other 
Sastem nations) in the time of Jesus* 
Ilhrist. The Pharisees had proposed an 
ensnaring question to our blessed Lord 
respecting marriage ; to which he returned 
the following answer ; wherein he not only 
denounced their vicious notions and prac- 
tice, with respect to a plurality of wives : 
but discountenances, by implication, the 
equally criminal custom, of polluting the 
family circle, with the presence of a concu- 
bine : — " Have ye not read,'* (said he) 
that he which made them at the begin- 
ning — made them male and female : and 
" said. For this cause, shall a man leave 
** father and mother ; and they twain 
** shall be one flesh ? Wherefore, they 
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** are no more twain but one flesh." 
(Matt. xix. 4, 5, 6.) 

To prove the " confusion and every evil 
work/' which are necessarily introduced into 
families, by every breach of the marriage 
duties ; or any domestic irregularity, similar 
to that recorded in our present chapter ; it 
will be sufficient to refer to the conse- 
quences, which followed, from Hagar being 
made (though at the request of Sarai) a 
branch of Abram's household. We find 
that no long time elapsed, before jealousy, 
on Sarai's part, compelled the unhappy 
Hagar, to flee from the dwelling of Abram : 
and though she returned thither by the 
command of the Lord : yet (as we shall 
find in a subsequent chapter) fresh cir- 
cumstances produced more unkind treat- 
ment, on the part of Sarai, who, at length, 
prevailed upon Abram, (though " the thing 
** was very grievous in his sight") to banish 
Hagar, and her offspring, Ishmael, (the son 
which Hagar had borne to him) firom his 
&mily, for ever. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

There are several circumstances, worthy 
of particular remark, in the chapter which 
has just been read to you. In the first 
place, we find the rite of circumcision or- 
dained. ** Whenever the Divine Being 
'* made, what is called, a Covenant with 
" any person," (they are the words of a 
sensible writer) <* he fixed upon some sign 
'* or token of it ; by the observance of 
" which, it might be brought to mind : 
^^ and the obligations, which it imposed 
** upon the parties to the covenant, might 
" be confirmed.*' Thus the Rainbow was 
made a sign of the covenant which Grod 
made with mankind after the Flood : and 
the rite of circumcision, in like manner, 
which related to the Posterity of Abram, 
was appointed, (in this chapter) to J)e 
a sign of the covenant made with him. 
It may appear to be somewhat extraor- 
dinary, indeed, that not only Abraham, but 
Isbmael ; and even the slaves of Abraham, 
^ho had no interest whatever in the cove- 
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nant of which it was the sign, were ordered 
to be circumcised : but, it must be recol- 
lected, that, according to the ideas and 
customs of the Eastern nations, every thing, 
belonging to any person, must be affected 
as he himself is : an example of which, we 
find in the History of Jonah ; where the 
King of Nineveh, orders the cattle to be 
put in mourning ; to avert the evils from 
the city, which were predicted, in the 
preaching of the Prophet Jonah. 

Thus solemnly established, the rite, or 
ceremony of circumcision^ continued to be 
conscientiously observed, among the Pa- 
triarchs : the Israelites ; and the Jews ; (as 
it is at this day, with them, and some 
Eastern nations ;) till our blessed Lord's 
manifestation in the flesh ; who abolished 
the whole " Law of works," (of which the 
ordinance of circumcision^ on the eighth 
day, formed a part,) and appointed bap- 
tism in its room; making this rite th6 
" outward visible sign,*' not only, ** of an 
*' inward spiritual grace :" but, also, a sign 
of reception into his own church ; as cfV- 
cvmcision^ had, before, been the first step 
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into the Jewish church. The likeness, 
indeed, which there is between the two 
ordinances; clearly proves, that the one 
was intended to prefigure the other : for, 
as circumcision was performed on the Jew- 
ish infant, in a few days after its birth; so 
is Baptism administered to the Christian 
babe, at a like early period; and as ctV-^ 
cumcision was an outward ordinance, em- 
blematical of an inward change : or, as the 
Apostle calls it, ** the putting off the body 
** of the sins of the flesh; the circumcision 
** of the soul :" so is Baptism an emblem 
of an operation upon " the inner man : " 
and is called, by the Apostle, " the washing 
" of regeneration :'* and ** the renewing of 
** the Holy Ghost/' 

It was upon the institution of the ordi- 
nance of circumcision^ (according to the 
chapter upon which we are remarking,) 
that the Almighty thought fit to change 
the names, both of Abram and Sarai : 
and to confer upon them, appellations, 
more significant of the high privileges, with 
which it pleased God to endow them: 
and of those blessings, which, through 

£ 
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tbem, were to flow upon all the fallen race 
of Adam : the name jibram, or ** high 
** Father,** gave place to that of Abraham, 
or ** Father of a multitude:** and that of 
Saraiy was changed into Sarah, which has 
a meaning, importing the mother of many. 
It is very observable, that the promises, 
made by the Almighty to Abraham, in this 
chapter, were still more particular and 
comprehensive, than any of those with 
which he had been heretofore favoured; 
for, God not only repeated his declara- 
tion, that Abraham and his seed should 
possess the land of Canaan ; and that he 
should be the father of many nations ; but, 
when the patriarch, (fearing that he should 
have no other oflPspring,) petitioned that 
Ishmael, (his son by Hagar,) might be 
spared to him — the Almighty engaged to 
give him a Son by Sarah ; who should be 
called Isaac; with whom he would esta« 
bUsh his covenant : and, at the same time. 
He pronounced a prophetic blessing upon 
Ishmael, that he should be made ^* a great 
" nation \** a declaration which has been 
literally fulfilled; for, the descendants of 
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shmael ; — the lawless inhabitants of Arabia 
- are the only people upon the face of the 
arth, who, for upwards of 3000 years, have 
etained their original independence; un- 
onquered and unaltered ; with " their 
' hand against every man, and every man's 
' hand against them.'' 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

The description, which the chapter we 
have just heard, presents, of the manners 
of the patriarchal state, is of a very pleasing 
character ; and is the more interesting, be- 
cause, the same simplicity in the habits of 
life, actually now exists, in that part of the 
Eastern world, which is inhabited by the 
descendants of Abraham. Of these national 
habits, a generous hospitalitt/ forms a re*- 
markable feature ; for we are informed by 
travellers, who have witnessed what they 
relate, that it is by no means an uncommon 
occurrence, for an Arab chief, when taking 
his meal, (which is eaten in public,) to in- 

E 2 
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vite atiy way-faring» or poor man, who may 
be passing by the tent at the time, to par- 
ticipate in the refreshments which his table 
affords. The earnestness of Abraham's in? 
vitation also ; and the readiness with which 
he made preparations, in his own person, 
for three perfect strangers ; together with 
his directions to Sarah ; and the account of 
the repast ; are all told in language so 
beautifully simple : and prove such disin- 
terested kindness, in the manners of the 
patriarchal state of society ; that we feel 
inclined to believe, that modern civilisation, 
has deviated rather too far, from primitive 
manners : and that we are now become too 
refined to be happy. 

The hospitality of Abraham was not an- 
rewarded. One of the three angelic beings, 
(for such the strangers were,) solemnly re- 
newed the promise, which had been before 
made by God, to the patriarch, of a son, 
by his wife Sarah : and relieved his mind, 
from a painful doubt, which seems to have 
lingered in it — that, as thirteen years had 
elapsed, since the biith of Ishmael, without 
thie performance of this promise ; it might 
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e feared, that it would not be accom* 
lished. It is clear from the account of 
larah's behaviour, that she^ not merely 
\oubted of the performance of God's pro- 
nise J but, with an impropriety altogether 
nexcusable, actually ridiculed the idea of 
t; for she ** laughed within herself:*' nor 
:an M^'e palliate her conduct afterwards; 
For, when accused, by the heavenly being, 
^who is thought to have been Jehovah,) of 
this offensive behaviour; she added ^&e- 
feoorf to the crime, by saying, '* I laughed 
" noV* This denial of a fact, by Sarah, may, 
perhaps, appear to be but a trifling circuni- 
stance in the narrative : it holds out, how- 
ever, a most useful lesson to all our fallen 
race ; teaching us this important truth : 
that the commission of one ofience, is, al- 
most invariably, followed by a repetition of 
sin : and that innumerable are the instances, 
where, to avoid the detection, or punish- 
ment, of a wicked or base action, a Ue has 
doubled the crime ; as well as the danger. 
When Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, was 
questioned by his master, ** Whence comest 
" thou, Gehazi ?" after he had cheated Naa- 
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man the Sjrrian, under a false pretence, out 
of two talents of silver, and two chaJiges 
of raiment, (2 Kings, v. 25.) the Devil put 
a lie into Gehazi's mouth, to skreen his 
iniquity, and to escape its punishment ; and 
he answered ; " Thy servant went no whi- 
** ther : '* but, the prophet's speech to him, 
and the leprosy which immediately covered 
his skin; awfully convinced him, of the 
dreadful consequences of supporting one 
sin, by having recourse to another — and, 
lower down in the history of the church, 
when Ananias and Sapphira his wife; having 
sold a possession, (for a distribution of its 
price, among the needy Christians,) and 
having basely kept back a part of the pur- 
chase money, for their own private use — 
when they were asked by the Apostle, 
whether or not they had brought the whole 
of the price ? the breach of integrity which 
they had committed, led to a breach also 
of truth — they declared that it was the 
whole of the price; and they were pu- 
nished for their double crime, by instanta- 
neous death. (Acts, v. 10.) 

Though no immediate punishment ap- 
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>ears to have followed Sarah's ill-timed, or 
ather profane laughter, and her denial of 
t ; yet, it cannot be doubted, that her 
conscience must have been smitten with 
confusion and remorse, when the Lord him- 
self declared his knowledge of the fact, in 
the few, but stunning words ** Nay : but 
^* thou didst laugh.** 

The communication which the Almighty 
condescended to make to Abraham, of his 
intention to destroy the abominable cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah — and his readi- 
ness to spare the multitude, for the sake of 
a few righteous, if jthey could be found — 
are very observable, on two accounts : 
shewing, in the first place, the high esteem, 
with which God was pleased to regard the 
feith and righteousness of this venerable 
patriarch : and 2dly, God's readiness to 
shew mercy; to forgive sinners; and to 
remit sin: according to the encouraging 
declaration of the Prophet Daniel : ** To 
" the Lord our God belong mercies and 
** forgivenesses, though we have rebelled 
" against him, neither have we obeyed the 
" voice of the Lord our God, to walk in 
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" his laws, which he hath set before us." 
(Dan. ix. 9, 10.) 



CHAPTER XIX. ; to verse 31. 

The communication of the Almighty to 
Abraham, of his intention to destroy Sodom 
and Gomorrah, for the abominable iniquity 
of their inhabitants, related in the preceding 
xviiith chapter ; will have prepared us, for 
the account of the utter destruction of these 
cities, which is narrated in the present 
chapter. Two, probably, of the angels 
who had been entertained by Abraham, 
proceeded to Sodom, to execute the Divine 
decree ; where they were received with the 
same noble hospitality, by Lot, the nephew 
of Abraham, which they had already expe- 
rienced from his generous uncle. But he, 
and his wife and two daughters, were the 
only exceptions, to the crowd of unheard-of 
profligates, who inhabited the devoted city. 
Not even ** ten righteous '* could be found 
within it, to render it an object of the 
Divine forbearance and long-suffering. 
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/en •* the sons-in-law of Lot, who had 
married his daughters/' but who had 
yw iaecome as wicked as the vile com- 
mions, ^ith whom they had so long asso- 
ated ; even these near connections of the 
:>od man, despised the warning of their 
Aher-in-law, when he exhorted them to 
et out of the city ; and instead of listening 
:> hlnn, with that respect and attention, 
/hich his age, piety, virtue, and affection 
or them, demanded, they treated him as 
' one that mocked unto them : " and 
loubtless perished, in the horrible storm of 
ire and brimstone, which immediately con^* 
mmed " Sodom, Gomorrah, and all the 
'^ plain ; and all the inhabitants of the cities : 
'* and that which grew upon the ground/* 
The ruin was as compleat, as it was unex- 
pected. ** Sudden destruction came upon 
'^ them unawares : " an un-thought-of dis- 
pensation ; which our blessed Lord likens, 
to that suddenness of the visitation ; and 
^W unpreparedness of mankind for the 
event; which will take place, when the 
Son of Man shall be finally • manifested : 
" A& it was in the days of Lot,*' saith 
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Christ, " they did eat, they drank, they 

" bought, they sold, they planted, they 

** builded : 

** But the same day that Lot went out of 

** Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone, from 
Heaven, and destroyed them all ; even so 
shall it be, in the day when the Son of 

** Man is revealed.*' (Luke, xvii. 28, 29, 

SO.) 

It is desirable to bear in mind, that the 

present appearance of the country, where 
this awful manifestation of God's righteous 
judgement was displayed, proves the truth, 
of the scriptural description of the miracu- 
lous visitation. A vast inland lake, called 
the Dead Sea^ is said to occupy the spot, 
on which Sodom and Gomorrah anciently 
stood ; in all their pride and glory, and in 
all their sin and shame. Their ruins, pro- 
bably, sank into, or were swallowed up by, 
the opening earth, like the tents of Corah, 
Dathan, and Abiram ; and the hollow 
would be speedily occupied; by rain from 
above, or springs from below, and that 
dteary, disgusting, and unwholesome ex- 
paiase of water, would be formed, called the 
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>ecui Sea^ already mentioned : so dreary, 
lat no plants or verdure are found on its 
sinks, to enliven with their beauty, or re- 
esh with their fragrance: no birds to chear 
dth their song : no human habitation, to 
hew that it is a fit abiding place for man. 
ts water is so impregnated with sulphur, 
atumen, and bitter salt ; that it cannot be 
ised for drinking : nor can it support the 
ife offish ; while the country around, wears 
such a desolate ; barren ; and blasted ap- 
pearance ; as to impress the mind with the 
idea ; that it must have been smitten, with 
the curse of God. 

The escape of Lot, his wife, and his 
daughters, from the scene of general ruin, 
was a merciful interposition of God, on be- 
half of " a little flock," who had courage 
enough, not to be ashamed of Him and his 
worship, in the midst of a perverse gener- 
ation, given over to a reprobate mind; 
and sunk into that last state of sin and 
misery, of being "without God in the 
" world/' But the joy of this escape, was 
sadly damped, by the fatal consequence, of 
Lot's wife's disobedience, to the command 
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of the Spiritual messenger, — "Look not 
" behind thee, neither stay thou in all the 
"Plain."— She did "look back/' and 
" she became a pillar of salt,'* or, (as is 
supposed to be the meaning of the passage,) 
was converted into some enduring substance, 
which would long continue; as a memo- 
rial of her crime ; and as a warning to pos- 
terity, against the commission of a similar 
one. 

The disastrous fate of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, preaches a solemn sermon, (so to 
j^peak,) to every nation under Heaven, 
which has been enlightened by the Reli- 
gion of Jesus Christ. They may not, in- 
deed, be plunged so deeply in iniquity, as 
were these abominable cities ; but, they 
are in equal danger with them, of abusing 
the blessings which God has bountifully 
showered down upon them ; and rendering 
themselves objects of the divine displea- 
sure. When the national character be- 
comes more remarkable, for the love of 
gain, or the love of pleasure, than the love 
of God ; when God's own day is devoted 
to worldly schemes and business, instead of 
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the purposes of public worship : when the 
different ranks of society, become forgetful 
of the duties which belong to their respec- 
tive stations ; when the rich wax wantonly 
extravagant, and the lower orders become 
dissatisfied, with the conditions in which 
Providence has been pleased to place them : 
— Countries thus failing in their religious 
and moral obligations, may justly fear, that 
their danger is great : and that their de- 
struction will not long tarry. Happy, then, 
will it be for them, if, ere it be too late, 
they listen to the warning language ad- 
dressed by our blessed Lord to the Jews : 
if they feel its influence : and manifest its 
effects, in renewed national piety, and 
improved public virtue. " Suppose ye, 
**that these Galileans, were sinners above 
"all the Galileans, because they suffered 
" such things ? I tell ye nay — but, unless 
"ye repentj ye shall all, likewise, perish." 
(Luke, xiii. 2, 3.) 
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CHAPTER XX. 

" Let him that thinketh he standeth, take 
*' heed lest he fall/' is the kind and whole- 
some admonition of St. Paul, not only to 
his Corinthian converts, but to all ^'who 
" name the name of Christ,'* to the latest 
generations : and the History of the Church 
of God, from the earliest times ; furnishes 
us with many melancholy facts, which 
prove the necessity, of giving heed to this 
wise advice. Adam : and David : and 
Peter ; all present themselves as examples 
of the weakness, frailty, and insufficiency ; 
the insecurity, and actual falling away, of 
the best of human beings, when depending 
upon their own spiritual strength — when 
their faith has failed, though but for the 
mqment — when grace has been with- 
drawn — and their souls have been left 
naked, and unsupported by assistance from 
on high. Thus destitute of the power of 
the Holy Ghost, we see these brightest of 
characters falling into scarlet sin ; and 
committing those crimes i which, when the 
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Holy Spirit was abiding within them, they 
thought it was impossible they could ever 
perpetrate. It is related of a very pious 
and wise man ; the celebrated Richard 
Baxter ; that whenever he met, or saw, a 
criminal going to execution, he would ex- 
claim, " There goes Richard Baxter, were 
" it not for the grace of God : *' and most 
just was his remark : for, no one, who is 
at all acquainted with the weakness, and 
sinful propensities of his fallen nature i with 
the corruptions of his heart, and the per- 
verseness of his will : — will doubt, for a 
single moment, that, were he left entirely 
to their influence and guidance ; without 
the light, and power, and direction of the 
grace of God, to conquer or check them ; 
— they would quickly lead the unhappy 
deserted sinner, (like Simon Magus,) into 
" the gall of bitterness, and bond of ini- 
"quity;" and, in the end, would "deliver 
" him over to the tormentors/' " My 
"grace is sufficient for thee,*' said the 
blessed Jesus to the great Apostle of the 
Gentiles, when he was trembling under a 
sense of his insufficiency, for the work to 
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which he was appointed : and the same 
mighty Redeemer again declared, on an- 
other occasion, "Without me ye can do 
** nothing : " short, but important declar- 
ations, revealing these two great Christian 
doctrines — that, he who is ** mighty to 
" save/' the Lord Jesus Christ j is both 
able and willing, to grant to us, at all times, 
and under all circumstances, spiritual 
strength, to support us under trial, temp- 
tation, difficulty, and sorrow, whenever 
they may assail us ; and to " bring us ^ off 
" from the field of battle more than con- 
"querors:'' provided, we love him, and 
shew forth our love by keeping his com- 
mandments: — and, secondly; that, if we 
fly from his protection ; and think scom of 
his assisting, all-sufficient grace, we shall 
become' reprobate to all good : and be ut- 
terly unable to stand, against the numerous 
spiritual enemies, which assail us on every 
side ; and which are ever warring against 
our souls, under the Banner of the world j 
the flesh ; and the devil. 

We cannot but conclude, from the con- 
tents of the chapter which has just been 
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read) that Abraham himself, the servant 
and friend of God, had, for a season, grieved 
the Holy Spirit, and compelled him to 
leave the Patriarch, to his own spiritual 
feebleness : for we find him, knowingly 
and deliberately, repeating a crime, for 
which he had already been rebuked ; and 
which, without doubt, he had sincerely 
deplored. If we turn back to the xiith 
chapter of Genesis, we shall find Abraham 
placed in precisely the same situation, with 
Pharaoh, King of Egypt, as he is related 
to have been, in the presellit chapter, with 
Abimelech King of Gerar. In both cases, 
he suffered " the fear of man '* to overcome 
his faith, and was deserted, for a time, by 
the Holy Spirit, as a punishment for his 
religious Apostacy. And what was the 
consequence, of his being left alone in the 
hour of trial and temptation? Alarmed, 
in both cases, lest the beauty of his wife 
should attract the notice of the prince; 
and that he should be slain ** for her sake:** 
Abraham counselled, and prevailed upon, 
Sarah, to say that she was his sister, instead 
of his wife; and thus knowingly, and 
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wilfully, committed a certain breach of 
religious duty, to ward off an uncertain 
danger. It is true, indeed, that Sarah, in 
a loose sense of the word, was the Sister of 
Abraham; being the daughter of his brother 
Haran ; and therefore, the Grand-daughter 
of his father : (for, in the patriarchal times, 
the marriages of relations were permitted:) 
but, this circumstance made no difference 
in the offence of Abraham. His intention 
was to deceive Abimelech : and this bad 
motive, converted a prevarication, into a 
falsehood, and a sin. But, what are we 
taught, my Christian brethren, by these 
** fallings off" of so pious, and upright a 
character as Abraham was? We are in- 
structed not to " grieve the Holy Spirit j ** 
not to lose his assistance and guidance ; 
by secret, or open sin : by a neglect of our 
religious services ; and of the duties of our 
different conditions in life ; or, by being 
lovers of Pleasure, more than lovers of 
God : — but, on the contrary part, to ensure 
the abiding of '* the Comforter '* with us, 
by a pious, virtuous, upright, useful, and 
benevolent conduct in our various stations : 
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by frequent supplication to God, in the 
words of David : " O hold thou up my 
** goings in thy paths, that my footsteps 
" slip not ; '* (Ps. xvii. 5.) and by a constant 
observance of the solemn admonition of a 
greater than David, the Lord Jesus Christ : 
" Watch and pray lest ye enter into tempt- 
ation.'* (Matt. xxvi.4l.) 



CHAPTER XXI. 

It is the remark of a pious and learned 
writer, that, the Old Testament is fuU of 
Christ: that there is scarcely a chapter; 
from the first of Genesis, to the last of 
Malachi, which does not refer, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, to the ever-blessed 
Redeemer, and his " great Salvation.'* 
The observation has great truth in it : for 
the connexion between the Old, and the 
New Testaments, is as intimate, as that 
between body and soul. Like them, they 
are bound together in the closest union : 
niutually explaining, illustrating, and con- 
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firming, each other: so that, if they were 
once separated, both would lose the greatei* 
portion of their life, and spirit : their beauty, 
and their meaning. The Books of the Old 
Testament, for instance, from beginning 
to end, are full of types^ or pre-figure- 
ments ; shadowing out, the realities of the 
Christian dispensation. They abound in 
predictions ; which we find to be fully 
accomplished, in the History of our blessed 
Lord and his religion, as related in the 
New Testament. They describe events 
which refer (either directly, or indirectly,) 
to the times and circumstances of Christ 
and his Apostles : and they represent chor* 
racters, which are declared to have been 
types of our Holy Saviour, in his several 
ofiices, of Redeemer and Lawgiver : of 
prince, priest, and prophet. Indeed, there 
are many facts mentioned, in the Old 
Testament, which we could not well un- 
derstand ; or, at least, not see the reason 
for, unless we had them explained in the 
New Testament: one of which, (and a 
remarkable one it is,) occurs in the very 
chapter which has just been read. Did not 
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the New Testament throw a clear lights 
upon some of the particulars mentioned in 
it, we should be quite at a loss to compre- 
hend them ; but, in St. FauPs Epistle to 
the Galatians (ch. iv.) all the difficulty 
attending the account of Hagar and her 
son Ishmael; and Sarah and her son Isaac; 
is cleared up, by the Apostle : who shews 
to his Galatian converts, that all the cir- 
cumstances of their history, were typeSj or 
pre-figurements ; of great events, which 
were to be accomplished, by and under the 
Christian dispensation. " For it is written,'* 
says St. Faul, ** that Abraham had two 
" sons : the one by a bond woman, the 
" other by a free woman. But he who 
" was of the bond woman was born after the 
" flesh ; but he of the free woman, was by 
*' promise : — these are the two covenants ; 
^* the one from the Mount Sinai, which 
*^ gendereth to bondage, which is Hagar : 
'' for this Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, 
" and answereth to Jerusalem, which now 
'^ is, and is in bondage with her children. 
" But, Jerusalem which is above, is free, 
*' which is the mother of us all." As if he 
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had said : Ishmael, who was horn of Ha- 
gar, came, in the common course of na- 
ture ; but Isaac was produced under cir- 
cumstances, when it was highly improbable 
that such an event should have occurred. 
His birth was extraordinary : and ordained 
by God, to accomplish a divine promise, 
which had long been sealed to Abraham and 
his posterity. But, the whole history is 
typical ; and prefigures, or represents, the 
two covenants; — that of the Law; and 
that of the Gospel. For Hagar, the mother 
of Ishmael, represents the slavish and tem- 
porary dispensation of the Jewish Law; 
given from Mount Sinai, in Arabia; 
and to the people of the Jews alone ; a 
severe dispensation, and, as it were, a state 
of bondage : while Sarah, the mother of 
Isaac, prefigures the promised seed of 
Abraham, ,the spiritual Jerusalem; or 
Church of Christ: which, like an universal 
mother, is designed to receive all mankind, 
Jew and Gentile: Barbarian; Scythian; 
bond and free, within her wide impartial 
embrace. 

The accomplishment of God's promise 
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to Abraham, in the birth of Isaac, which is 
related in the beginning of the chapter ; 
appears to have sealed the steadiness of 
Abraham's faith, for the remainder of his 
life: for we find no further mention, of 
any sacrifice, on his part, to the fear of 
man : no more doubt, of the protection of 
God ; or of the unchangeableness of the 
Divine purposes ; under all the trials, tempt- 
ations, or difficulties, to which, from this 
time forwards, he was exposed. But the 
family troubles to which be had subjected 
himself, by making Hagar one of his house ^ 
hold, still annoyed him. Sarah again be- 
came jealous, of the unfortunate mother of 
Ishmael, and disgusted with her son ; and 
prevailed upon her reluctant husband (for 
the thing was very grievous in Abraham's 
sight") to banish them both from his 
home. The short description which Scrip- 
ture gives, of the situation of the " bond 
" woman and her son," when thus cast out 
into the waste and howling wilderness, is 
very affecting: the son perishing with 
thirst ; and the mother, unable to bear the 
afflicting sights sitting, at a distance from 
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him, in hopeless despair. But, though man 
had deserted the unhappy pair ; God was 
still with them. He, in his etenial purpose, 
had decreed to make of Isbmael " a great 
nation :" and his purposes nothii^ can 
frustrate. He opened a spring in the dry 
desert: the lad drank and was refreshed: 
and grew strong and great in the wild spot, 
which was to be the seat of his futuie 
habitation, and promised power. 

The distress to which Hagar and hertson 
were reduced for want of water : and the 
value of springs and wells in the " thicsify. 
^Mand," in which Abraham had, at.tfaivs» 
time, his dwelling; are pleasingly eic^ 
plained, in the conclusion of the cbaptef/; 
by the solemn covenant, and the ceretno* 
nies attending it, which King Abimeleeh 
and the Patriarch entered into ; on the oc- 
casion of Abraham's digging a well, aiid 
taking possession of it, in the country of 
Abimelech. 
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CHAPTER XX 11. TO verse 20. 

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
has shortly, but beautifully, described, or 
explained. Faith, in the following words : 
"Now Faith is the substance of things 
"hoped for: the evidence of things not 
*^seen:" (Heb. xi. 1.) and St. James, in 
order to define more clearly the practical 
nature of Faith, (that there should be no 
mistake on so important a point), and to 
teach, and warn the general body of Chris- 
tians to whom he wrote ; that, unless Faith' 
produced, or were associated with, "good 
" works ; '* it would be vain, worthless, and 
unmeaning, as the " sounding of brass, or 
"the tinkling of a cymbal:*' — St. James, 
we find, (for this important purpose, of 
iHustrating and confirming, the great 
Christian doctrine, that "Faith without 
" works is dead,*') brings forward the case 
of Abraham, as related in the chapter 
which has just been read. The passage 
alluded to, is to be found in the Sdchap* 
of St James's general Epistle, beginning at 
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the 19th verse. "Thou believest*' saith 
the Apostle, " that there is one God, thou 
^Moest well: the devils also believe and 
** tremble." Here, the weighty Christian 
doctrine, is declared, in general terms; 
that faith, or a mere belief of religious 
truths, if it be joined with a bad life, is not 
only worthless, but, a cause of condemn- 
ation. St. James then proceeds : " But, 
'^ wilt thou know, O vain man, that Faith 
" without works, is dead ? " 

" Was not Abraham our father, justified 
" by works, when he had ofiered Isaac his 
" son, upon the altar? 

" Seest thou how Faith wrought with his 
"works; and by works, was Faith made 
"perfect? 

" And the scripture was fulfilled which 
"saith, Abraham believed God, and it was 
" imputed unto him for righteousness : and 
" he was called the Friend of God/' 

Upon this example of Ahrdham^s "lively" 
Faith; and upon that of Rahab's ^^good 
^fwork;" in concealing the Israelitish 
spies ; (in consequence of her ^rm beli^ 
that "God was'' verily "with his peo- 
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^ pie : '• ) St. James establishes and confirms, 
the doctrine, which he had before proposed 
to the attention of the early Christians; 
that, "as the body without the spirit is 
*^ dead ; so faith, without works, is dead 
•* also/' 

It is strictly true, indeed, that " faith " 
is the foundation-stone of all religion : for, 
^* without Faith no man can please God :^* 
but, it is equally true, that this principle, 
must be deeply rooted, in the understand- 
ing and the heart ; and be the motive and 
parent of every* Christian grace, and moral 
virtue, in the life and conduct; in order 
to render it acceptable in the sight of Him, 
who is of purer eyes than to behold in- 
iquity/* It must be the spring and 
directory of holy, and benevolent action : 
of pious submission : and cheerful resigna- 
tion : inspiring us to do, and to bear, 
whatever God may command, or appoint : 
and enforcing us, to make any sacrifices to 
his holy will, which that revealed will may 
require — The sacrifice required may be 
great and precious, even to the " cutting 
'* off. a right hand,'' or " plucking out ia right 
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eye : *' but a true, sound, Gospel, practical 
Faith, will not hesitate to offer it up, on the 
altar of Duty. Such was the faith of Abra- 
ham ; and such the sacrifice, by which his 
Faith was tried, and not " found want- 
ing:*' and how severe was his trial I how 
sublime his religious Obedience I and how 
trifling do all our little acts of religious 
duty appear, when compared with this! 
Let us think, for a moment, on the par- 
ticulars of that most affecting transaction^ 
which is related in the chapter before us. 
Let us imagine, what the* feelings of an 
affectionate father must have been ; when 
he heard the dreadful command, ^^Take 
** now thy son, thine only son, whom thou 
*Movest, and get thee into the land of 
" Moriah ; and offer him there for a bumt- 
** offering, upon one of the mountains 
'' which I will tell thee of/* Alas I what 
a proof was here demanded, of the sincerity 
of Abraham's faith I His only son (for 
Ishmael had already been separated from 
him, and sent to dwell in a distant land) — 
9 child of his old age; whose birth had 
been blessed with a promise, that God 
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.would establish his covenant with him, for 
an everlasting covenant, and with his seed 
after him: and through whom, Abraham 
had long expected the continuance of his 
family, — till the appearance of that Sa- 
viour, who was to be " a light to lighten 
" the Gentiles j and the glory of the peo- 
" pie of Israel." — This child of love and 
promise, and hope, was to be sacrificed : 
and by his parent's hand I Surely never 
was a human being so awfiilly tried, before 
or since! Never was so severe a test of 
Faith imposed upon poor human Nature. 
But the Faith of Abraham triumphed in 
the conflict: verily, it came out of "the 
" battle more than conqueror/' The very 
affecting narrative tells us, that he led his 
only son Isaac, in ready obedience to the 
divine command^ to the mountain, in the 
land of Moriah : that " he built an altar : 
" laid the wood in order : bound Isaac his 
" son : laid him on the altar, upon the 
** wood : " and, triumphing over the strug- 
gles and reluctances of parental love j ** 
" he stretched forth his hand, and took the 
knife, to slay . his son." But, infinite 
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gbocbiess and mercy, preveirted the last act 
<^ the dismal tragedy, from taking place,— ^ 
Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neitfa^ 
do thou any thing unto him,*' wsus the 
command of the angel of the Lord ; which 
withheld the uplifted knife, from falling 
upon^the precious sacrifice — and the con- 
clusion of his speech ; and the blessing by 
which it was followed ; rewarded Abraham, 
not only by the express approbation of the 
Most High, for his steady unconquered 
Faith ; but by the divine assurance ; that, 
'< in his seed, should all the nations of the 
** earth be blessed : because he had obeyed 
" God's voice — ** 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

It has often been the well-grounded boast 
of the friends of Revelation, and the asser- 
tion has not been denied by its enemies, 
that the Holt Bible, is, the most ancient ; 
the most valuable ; and the most interesting ; 
of all the Books that ever were written. It 
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is the most ancient ; since certain pc^rticHip 
of it were written, considerably more than 
SOOO years ago : and the latest books nearly 
1800 years. It is the most valuable ; be- 
cause, it is the only Book, which teacheth 
that wisdom which ^' maketh wise unto 
*• Salvation : ** the only Book which for- 
nishes us with the grounds and objects of our 
faith : the rules, and motives, and sanctions, 
of our conduct : the only Book, ^* given by 
'inspiration of God:*' the only one, (as 
St Paul tells Timothy,) "profitable for 
** doctrine : for reproof : for correction : 
** for instruction in righteousness : that the 
** man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
** furnished unto all good works/' (iiTim. 
iii. 16, 170 The Bible is the most interest- 
in^ of all books, because, (independently, 
of its being the only ** rock of our refuge," 
and " the horn also of our Salvation ; ") it 
has many other claims to our attention anH 
regard — • one of the most learned men of 
modern times; (the late Sir William Jones) 
and best qualified, to ofier an opinion, of 
the worth and importance of the books 
that are in use, £»nongst mankind: has 
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given to us, the following character of the 
Holy Bible.'* " I have regularly and at^ 
tentively, read these Holy Scriptures ^ 
'* and am of opinion, that this volume con- 
'^ tains, independently of its divine origin, 
^^ more true sublimity : more exquisite 
" beauty : purer morality : more important 
history : and finer strains, both of poetry 
and eloquence, than could be collected 
'* within the same compass^ from aU other 
'* books, that were ever composed, in any 
age, or any language : 

The two parts of which the Scriptures 
consist, are connected by a chain of cbm^ 
^* positions, which bear no resemblance^ in 
" form or style, to any that can be pro- 
<« duced, from the stores of Grecian, Indian, 
** Persian, or even Arabic learning': The 
^* antiquity of these compositions no man 
*^ doubts : and the unstrained application 
'^ of them, to events long subsequent to 
f^ their publication, is a solid ground e£ 
'^belief, that they are genuine compoai^ 
^* tions, and, consequently inspired." 

. And, indeed, if we read the Bible, more 
especially the historical Books of the Old 
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^estam^Qt, with tiie attention that is due 
to them ; we should find so many beauties, 
«is would make us inclined to. say, (if the 
terms might be applied to so sacred a vo- 
lume) that the Bible, was the most enter- 
taining and pleasing, of all the books in the 
w<M:'ld: for, it not onlv deals in *'the 
•* words of eternal life ; " but it has much 
also, to excite and gratify curiosity ; to 
pl^ise the imagination ; and to affect the 
heart It abounds in remarkable histories : 
surprising events : moving narratives : and 
extraordinary characters : it speaks of man- 
ners and customs, and opinions and prac- 
-tices^ which are not now to be found, in 
any of the civilised nations. of the world: 
and, in fine, it gives us a plain representa- 
tion of human nature ; without fiction, art, 
m* ornament ; and must consequently afford 
delight to all those, whose hearts are not 
corrupted by vicious habits : and who are ncft 
in Bondage to the lust of Mammon : or the 

fadiioDS of the world. ' The chapter which 

* 

has just been read, may be brought for- 
wards, as an example of the truth of the 
last observation : for it presents us with a 
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beautiful picture of the simpUdty of that 
by-gone time> the patriarchal age ; when 
the most important transactions were carried 
on, with deep solemnity indeed, but wit^ 
infinitely fewer ceremonies, fonms, caiiti<M^ 
and securities, than are found, or thought, 
to be necessary, in the present refined, 
but artificial ; insincere ; and selfish state 
of society. The business transacted in our 
chapter, was, the purchase of the field and 
cave of Macpelah, from Ephjroti, the Hit- 
tite; (who dwelt among the people of 
Heth) ; for a place of burial, to receive 
the remains of Sarah, who had 'died, in 
Canaan, at the age of one hundred and 
twenty-seven years* The behaviour both 
of Abraham and of Ekron, on this mourn- 
ful occasion, was very striking. It was the 
struggle of generosity between them : or 
rather, it was an example of noble liber- 
ality, and probably of compassion, on the 
part of Ekron, who wished to give the 
property to Abrah&m ; and of indepaid- 
enc6 and uprightness in the conduct of 
the latter ; who would not receive as a 
gifit^ that» which he had requested to have 
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as. a purchase: the cave and field were 
consequently, made sure to him, for the 
sum of four hundred shekels of silver : 
(abopt fifty pounds of English money) ^ 
and the only security, for the possession 
of this property, to himself and his de- 
scendants ; was the declaration of the pur- 
chase, and the payment of the money, in 
the presence of the people of Heth, at 
the " gate of the city : '* the place, where 
in ancient times, all business of an import- 
ant nature, both public and private, was 
transacted. In the early part of the chap- 
ter we read, that, on the death of Sarah, 
(his affectionate companion and ^faithful 
friend, through a long and eventful life,) 
the venerable Abraham, came " to mourn 
** and to weep for her : *' but, it is dear 
from the calmness and dignity of his be- 
haviour, in the matter of the purchase of 
the field and cave of Macpelah ; that his 
grief was quiet and restrained ; that he 
sorrowed ^' not as them without hope : '' 
but, that he looked forward to a state of 
recognition, reunion, and lasting happiness, 
with her, who had been his dearest con* 

F 6 
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nexioQi and best mortal treasure here be- 
low. — He had seen the day of Christ, and 
'Vwas glad/' He had anticipated that 
blessed declaration of the Redeemer, and 
was resigned : 

'^ The hour is coming, in the which aU 
" that are in the graves shall hear" " the 
** voice of the Son of God ; 

^* And shall come forth ; they that have 
^^ done good, unto the resurrection of life ; 
^* and they that have done evil, unto the 
*^ resurrection of damnation/' — (John; v. 
^, «9.) 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

The present chapter, and three or four sac** 
ceeding ones, contain a more particular ac« 
countf of the manners and customs of the 
patriarchal state of society, than the sacred 
records have hitherto afforded us : a state 
in which the sciences were unknown, be- 
cause society needed them not: when the 
arts were few and homely ; because meti'sr 
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wants were also few, and those wants were 
easily satisfied : — when the love of money, 
" the root of all evil " (as the apostle styles 
it), had not found its way into the human 
heart ; and withered its hest feelings : nor 
had ambition sown its innumerable curses, 
in human society : — when struggles for 
power, had not produced discord and dis- 
order in communities, and separated very 
friends :-**and when the duties of the differ- 
ent relations of life, the duties of husbands 
and wives ; of parents and children : of 
masters and servants, were deeply felt, and 
therefore conscientiously fulfilled: — when 
there was " peace in the city ; " and affec- 
tion and comfort in the private dwelling : — 
when hospitality was " used without grudg- 
•* ing : " — when the attachment which the 
domestic felt towards his employer, made 
servitude a pleasurable state : and, -^ when 
the* master regarding the domestic, as *'a 
** brother in the flesh,'* treated him with all 
thB care and regard, which such a general 
relationship demanded. The justness of 
this last remark, is strikingly proved, by the 
conduct of Abraham to «* his eldest scr- 
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*^ vant, that ruled over all that he had/' as 
i^ted in the chapter which has now been 
read. The commission which he gave to 
.him to execute, was of the most important 
kind, that of providing a wife for "his only 
** son Isaac, whom he loved ; " not from 
the idolatrous inhabitants of Canaan ; but 
from among Abraham's own kindred, who 
lived in a distant land. The commission 
waS' entrusted to tiiis &ithful domestic, with 
^reat solemnity : an oath, on the servaiU's 
part, satisfied the aged patriarch, that all 
that man could do, tor the accomplishment 
of his purpose, would be done : but, his as^ 
surance of success was placed on a better 
foundation: on "the Lord God of Heaven 
V and earth : " who had taken him from 
his father's house : and from the land <£ 
his kindred : and who had " spoken unto 
" him ; and sworn unto him, saying, usto 
" thy seed will I give this land ; " and who, 
he felt assured, would " send his angel," 
before the messenger, to secure a pros** 
perous result to the object of his journey^ 
The confidence which Abraham had placed 
in his servant, was not disappointed ; nor 
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had it been unworthily bestowed $ since we 

have reason to suppose, that the man had 

the same religious impressions, as his pious 

master entertained: for, as soon as he had 

arrived in the land of the kindred of Abra^ 

ham, he made his supplication, to the Lord 

God of his master Abraham, that he would 

" send good speed " to himself, that day ; " 

and would ^* shew kindness to his master : '' 

— an act of piety, which it would be well for 

all Christians to exercise, before they began 

any weighty work : — since it would be, nbt 

only a due acknowledgment of their de- 

pendance upon God, and his good Provi^ 

dence : but an effectual check, against any 

unholy, or immoral undertaking: for we 

may depend upon it, that, if we cannot beg 

God's blessing, upon any scheme, plan, or 

engagement, on which our minds are set ; 

such works, ends, and purposes, must be 

sinful. 

The kind welcome, and bounteous hos* 
pitality, of Abraham's relations to his confi* 
dential servant : — ^the candour, and honesty, 
and open-^heartedness, with which the busi- 
tiess of his journey to them, was carried on, 
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and completed : — the piety of all the parties 
cDiidemed in it : --the behaviour of Rebecca 
and het parents : — and all the particulars, of 
the circumstances which occurred, during 
the short continuance of the servant in the 
house of Laban ; — are told in so beautiful 
and affecting a manner, that we may boldly 
say, no book in the world except the Bible, 
can afford a like example, of such an inter^ 
esting narrative. 

The concluding part of the chapter, 
places Isaac's character, in a very amiable 
point of view : for we are told, " he went 
^"^ out to meditate in the field, at the even^* 
'* tide : ** a rational, as well as pious exer-> 
dse i which it would be well for Christians 
of all classes and ages ; more especially for 
the young ; occasionally, to observe : since 
the chief part of the vices and follies into 
which they plunge themselves : are occa- 
sioned, by want of meditation^ on the na* 
ture of their actions ; and of reflection 
upon their consequences. 

That Isaac's meditations were of this 
solemn and edifying description, we may 
justly believe. He appears to have been 
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religious from his early youth: to h^VE 
been ^^ brought up in the nurture and ad-* 
" monition of the Lord : '* for God himself 
had honoured Abraham, with this testimony 
of the patriarch's personal holiness ; and of 
his fatherly care and endeavour, to render 
his ofispring also, religious : " I know him ; 
** that he will command his children and 
'' his household after him ; and they shall 
** keep the way of the Lord to do justice 
"and judgment.*' (Gen. xviii. 19.) The 
drcumstances, also, of Isaac having been 
j^epared, and bound upon the altar, for sa- 
crifice; and of his having been saved by 
the 'manifest interposition of "the angel 
"of the Lord,** in his favour.: would, 
doubtless, make a deep impression upon his 
mind : and lead him to the practice of 
that • holy meditation^ in which we read he 
was engaged, when the servant returned : 
— the subject of which, as we may well 
ima^ne, would be — the blessings pro- 
nounced upon his Father Abraham : — the 
prediction of God upon himself: that in 
Isaac, should the Patriarch*s seed be called 
-^ and the looking forwards to that happy 
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time, when this blessed prophecy was to be 
fulfilled, in the advent of the redeemer of 
a sinful and undone world, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 



CHAPTERS XXV. XXVI. 

" All scripture" (saith St. Paul, writing 
to his beloved convert, Timothy, ii. Epist 
8 c. 16 V.) "is given by inspiration of 
"God:" and, consequently, is *^ worthy 
" of all acceptation" from those, in whose 
hands those Scriptures are mercifully placed. 
By tu, therefore, who call ourselves Chris- 
Hans, the Bible is to be regarded, as the 
word of " the God of truth : " " who caainot 
" lie : " and should be received and be- 
lieved, without doubt, hesitation, or cavil 
It may indeed "^bring strange things to 
our ears :" and present " things hard to 
be understood," to our minds — but, all 
such dark passages: or singular recitals: 
or surprising revelations ; as it may narrate 
or unfold } these, instead of throwing any 
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doubt CfT discredit^ on the hoty recordE; 
only prove, (from our not clearly seaxig 
their meaning, or feeling their force) the 
limited extent of man's experience: and 
the short reach of human reason. In read- 
ing them, or hearing them read, we should 
ever recollect, that there is nothing of 
man's invention in them: and that the 
only duty imposed upon the writers (rf 
them, was, faithfully to record, whatever 
the Holy Spirit suggested to their mincfe. 
They relate, conscientiously, and simply, 
plain facts as they actually occurred ; with- 
out any comment, or observation of their 
own : without remarks on the nature^ 6r 
consequences, of guilty actions: or the 
beauty, and good effects, of praise- worthy 
deeds. As in the case of Abraham, whose 
decease is recorded in the xxvth chap.^— ■ 
the event is told in the shortest and sim- 
plest way : that " he gave up the ghost ; 
*^ and died in a good old age : an old man, 
" and full of years ; and was gathered to 
** his people : ** with no remarks, upon the 
excellence of his character : or the strength 
Hnd steadiness of his faith : or the warmth 
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of his piety : or on the example which he 
held out, of religion and virtue, to those of 
his own time ; and to those of succeeding 
generations. The simple fact of his death, 
is aldne mentioned, in all the unadorned 
nakedness of truth. — Bearing these observ- 
ations in our memory ; and applying them 
to Scripture in general; but, more espe- 
cially, to the Book of Genesis ; we shall 
obtain much assistance, in understanding 
its contents ; and in placing the most un- 
.bounded Faithj in the truth of its recitals. 
In the xxvth chap. : of Genesis, for in- 
stance, there are two or three circumstances 
related, which from a common historian, 
we might possibly hesitate to receive, as 
actual . occurrences : but which, sanctified 
by the inspiration of the writer, are " worthy 
of all belief:'* — such are the particulars of 
the birth of Esau and Jacob : and the ex- 
traordinary want of piety ; the. great pro- 
faneness ; and absence of all virtuous and 
honourable feeling, in Esau, ** who,'* (as 
the Apostle says) " for one morsel of meat 
** sold his birth-right : ** and degraded him- 
self, from all the high and great privilege^ 
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"^vhich were, at that period of the world, 
enjoyed by the eldest son of a family ; : to 
the subservient and submissive condition 
of a younger brother. 

It was fortunate for the good old grand- 
father of Esau and Jacob, that he did not 
live to witness, this base act of the first-born 
of his grandsons: and the wicked selfish* 
ness of Jacob ; in making so iniquitous a 
bargain with his thoughtless Elder Brother : 
for we read, that Abraham had died, pre- 
viously, at the great age of one hundred, 
and seventy-five years. He was saved, 
also, by his being thus called away from 
a world of trouble ; from witnessing that 
family wretchedness, which is always the 
consequence, of parents feeling, and shew- 
ing, a partiality, for one child more than 
another. We are told, that " Isaac loved 
^' Esau, because he did eat of his venison: 
" but Rebecca loved Jacob : ** an unwise 
and unamiable conduct in both parents; 
which soon brought upon each, its ' own 
appropriate punishment : for the partiality 
of Isaac ; and his fondness for Esau, and 
his ** savouiy meat ;'* were the causie (as 
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the sacred History will soon inform us) of 
the deepest grief, that ever afflicted the 
soul of Isaac. While Rebecca's unwise 
preference of Jacob ; betrayed her, first, 
into a crime, in order to indulge it ; and 
plunged her afterwards, into the depth of 
anxiety and difficulty, in consequence of 
having been guilty, of a departure from 
piety and truth. 

The xxvith chapter however, (with 
which we are now engaged) opens, with 
the mention of the journey of Isaac and 
his Household, into Gerar; where the 
promises made to Abraham, by the Al- 
mighty, were renewed to Isaac : — the 
inheritance of Canaan ; and the assurance 
of blessedness upon all the lost race of 
Adam, through a Divine Redeemer. It 
is somewhat remarkable, that the same 
distressing circumstance, should have oc- 
curred to Isaac, with respect to his wife 
Rebekah; as had happened twice, to his 
father Abraham, in the case of his wife, 
Sarah ; and still more surprising; that he 
should have had recourse to the same 
mean falsehood, of asserting that Rebekah 
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^was his sister, which Abraham had prac* 
t;ised under similar circumstances : but, 
the account furnishes, not only another 
proof of the weakness of human nature, in 
those unhappy hours, when Faith fails, 
and grace is not bestowed ; but, it affords, 
also, a strong proof of the truth and honesty 
of the sacred writers ; who conceal nothing 
of the faults, even of the best characters 
which they describe : but, when they com- 
mit sins; expose those sins, in all their 
natural deformity. This remark is strik- 
ingly confirttied, by the many instances, in 
the writings of the Evangelists, of this 
upright exposure of the failings ; or errors ; 
or mistakes ; even of Christ's own disciples, 
and personal friends : — an humiliating dis- 
closure ; which teaches this useful lesson ; — 
that we must not expect to find, even 
amongst the best of our fallen brethren ; a 
perfect pattern of holiness and virtue, for 
our entire imitation : but, that we must 
look for that, to ** Christ who suffered for 
us : leaving us an example, that we should 
follow his steps* Who did no sin ; neither 
was guile found in his mouth — Who when 
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he was revUed, reviled not again : when 
he suffered he threatened not; but com- 
mitted himself to him that judgeth right- 
eously : who his own self, bare our sins, in 
his own body on the tree : that we being 
dead to sin, should live to righteousness : 
by whose stripes we are healed." (i, Peter, 
ch. ii. V- 21, 22, 23.) 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

The contents of this chapter, are of a 
pairiful ; as well as surprising description. 
They are painfulf because they relate a 
wilful, premeditated imposition ; practised 
by a beloved wife, and cherished son, upon 
a Husband and a father, now 137 years 
old; and who was the more liable to be 
deceived, from his having lost the blessing 
of sight. The narrative is surprising also, 
from the view which it gives us, of a de- 
liberate scene of fraud and falsehood, car- 
ried on by two persons, who, from having 
been members of Abraham's househcdd. 
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miKist have been '^ taught in the ways of 
^* the Lord : ** and who, at the very time 
of committing the sin, were conscious of 
its being a " great offence/' It is true, 
that the object which Kebekah had in 
vieWy was of very great importance to her 
favorite son Jacob ; for the dying blessing 
of a Patriarch, was considered, in those 
early times, as being dictated by the Spirit 
of God 'y and as conveying especial advan- 
tages, to him on whom it was conferred. 
But this object she must have known, 
could not be obtained, without the sacrifice, 
on the part of herself, and her son, of 
truth, uprightness, and conjugal, and filial 
duty: and, consequently, she was inex- 
cusable, in endeavouring to acquire it, at 
such a &tal price : and she ought further 
to have known, that no actual or imaginary 
good endf can excuse or justify, the use of 
improper means: since God has made it 
one e£ his eternal laws, *^ not to do evil, 
" that good may come/' Jacob, also, was 
nesbAy^ if not altogether, as faulty as* his 
mother,^ for the disgraceful part which he 
acted, in this cruel and unwarrantable 
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scene of deception — He might plead, per- 
haps, with some little shew of excuse, his 
parent's positive commandy to undertake it ; 
a command, which, among the inhabitants 
of the world, at that time, was regarded in 
the light of a religious obligation ; and he 
might, possibly, delude himself with the 
idea, that he should be relieved from the 
guilt of the transaction ; as well as from 
the punishment which it deserved ; by Re- 
bekah taking both upon herself: " Upon 
" me, my son, be thy curse : only obey my 
" voice : '* but, neither of these consider- 
ations, acquitted him of sin, in his share in 
the transaction* He was arrived at a 
mature age : and was bound to know, that 
it was his duty to obey God, rather than a 
parent ; when that parent's counsel ran 
counter to the laws of the Almighty : he 
ought to have known also, that, as we 
cannot do good by proscy : so neither can 
we work wickedness ; and another bear the 
burthen of it. " What," exclaims the 
Apostle, '^ shall we continue in sin, that 
** grace may abound ? God forbid I " 
(Rom. vi. I.) Both Rebekah and Jacob 
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had, soon, occasion to feel and deplore the 
consequences of their unholy practices: 
for she was distracted with fear, lest Esau 
should kill her favourite son Jacob, in 
revenge, for the injury which he had suf- 
fered at his hands : and he was obliged to 
absent himself, for many years, from his 
home and his country ; lest he should fall 
a sacrifice to the fury of a brother, whom 
he had so cruelly wronged. 

It has been frequently remarked, by 
those who were conversant with the Holy 
Scriptures j that they furnish more ex- 
amples of affecting narratives, than any 
other volume, of which the world ever has 
been, or is now, possessed. The chapter 
with which we are engaged, affords a 
striking proof of the truth of this observ- 
ation : for how touching are many of the 
particulars which it presents to us ! So true 
is the picture to nature, indeed, that we see 
(as it were,) the good old blind Patriarch, 
using every precaution, lest his intention, 
to confer his blessing upon his favorite son 
Esau, should be frustrated: questioning 
Jacob repeatedly : feeling his hands : and 
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smelling his raiments : and when the fatal 
mistake had been made : the promise of 
superiority sealed to Jacob : and the fraud 
discovered, by Esau's return from his suc- 
cessful hunting — the heart, (if there be 
any feeling in it,) cannot be otherwise 
than deeply affected, by the sketch which 
the sacred penman presents to us ; of the 
" exceeding trembling," horror, and asto- 
nishment, of the aged Patriarch : — of 
" the great and exceeding bitter cr)r'' of 
Esau ; and of his affecting appeal to his 
Father : ** Bless me : even me also : O 
" my Father ! " 

Where shall we find such moving de- 
scriptions as this, but in the Bible ? But, 
the character of Holy Scripture (in- 
finitely beyond all other books) is truth 
and NATURE — and they never £ul to affect^ 
if they do not improWy the heart. 
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CHAPTER XXVIIL 

Never was a more solemn truth uttered 
by man, than that which Moses announced 
to the children of Gad and the children of 
Reuben : " If ye will not obey, behold, ye 
*^ have sinned against the Lord : and be 
" sure^ ymiT sin will find you ot^.'* (Num. 
xxxii, 23.) Proofs of the verity of this 
declaration, are not only found in abund- 
ance, in the Holy Bible : but they occur, 
constantly, to our observation, in common 
life : for, though the chief punishment of 
sin, be reserved for that state, in which 
" the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
^* quenched ;" yet, it is one branch of 
God's moral government of the world, 
that, if ** we sin against the Lord : we may 
" be sure," that, sooner or later, ** our sin 
" will find us out,** even here below : that 
we shall experience, before " we go hence, 
** and are no more seen,** the reality of 
Isaiah's figurative language, when he says, 
" the wicked are like the troubled sea, 
" when it cannot rest : whose waters cast 
" up mire and dirt :** 
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'* There is no peace saith my God, for 
" the wicked." (Isaiah, Ivii. 20, 21.) 

This is a consideration, indeed, which 
should make a deep impression upon the 
minds of us all : more especially, upon 
those of the young and inexperienced; 
who are too apt, from their natural thought- 
lessness, and impetuosity, to rush into ac- 
tions ■, or enter upon undertakings ; which 
will, assuredly, be followed by conse- 
quences, destructive of their peace of mind 
on this side the grave, and o( their hopes 
of happiness hereafter: — a consideration 
which should warn them to think, before 
they act : and silently, but frequently, to 
ask their conscience this simple question ; 
" Can I beg God's blessing, upon what I 
"intend to do?" — Happy would it have 
been fot Jacob, had he applied to this 
monitor within him, before he went about 
to deceive his ageil father ; as such an en- 
quiry would have withheld him from the 
jirofane act ; and saved him from a variety 
i)f disappointments, sorrows, and distresses, 
r lit to visit him, as a 
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temporal retribution of it : as will appear 
from his further history- 

Our present chapter, indeed, does not 
represent Jacob as plunged in those diffi- 
culties, which beset him in after-life. God 
had decreed, that in him, and in his seed, 
should all the families of the Earth be 
blessed : and therefore it pleased his infi^- 
nite wisdom, to encourage him in the outset 
of his course : that he might not faint by 
the way \ but be strengthened to carry info 
execution, all the divine appointments. 
God therefore put it into the heart of 
Isaac, to forgive the trespass which Jacob 
had committed against him, in fraudulently 
obtaining his blessing: and to repeat the 
precious promises which he had made to 
him : and at the same time, to send him 
to Padan-aram, to the house of Bethuel, his 
mother's father, with these words of bene- 
diction : ** God Almighty bless thee, and 
" make thee fruitful and multiply thee : 
*Hhat thou mayest be a multitude of 
" people'* — to which encouragement, God 
added the powerful means of additional 
spiritual strength, by declaring to Jacobs 
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in a vision, while be slept upon his pillow 
of stones, " I am the Lord God of Abra- 
*^ ham thy father, and the God of Isaac, 
" the land whereon thou iiest, to thee will 

I give it, and to thy seed : 
And thy seed shall be as the dust a£ 
^^ the earth ; and thou shalt spread abroad 
^^ to the West, and to the East, and to the 
*^ North, and to the South : and in tiiee 
** and in thy seed shall all the &milies of 
" the earth be blessed :** — Predictions 
which were fulfilled to a letter; first, by 
the conquest of the promised land by the 
Israelites, and their occupation of it, 
under Joshua : and secondly, by the mar 
nifestation of the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
flesh; who came, ^^with healing in his 
** wings :'* *^ to preach the gospel to the 
** poor : to heal the broken-hearted : to 
" preach deliverance to the captives : and 
" recovering of sight to the blind : to set 
^* at liberty them that were bruised : 

" To preach the acceptable year of the 
'' Lord.'' 

Jacob seems to have been deeply im- 
pr^sssed by the circumstances of his vision : 
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more particularly with the appearance of a 
laddevy set up on the earth, whose top 
reached to Heaven ; angels ascending and 
descending upon it: and the Almighty 
standing above it He doubtless consi- 
dered the vision as an emblematical one ; 
shadowing out the blessed truth, that there 
is a constant intercourse between earth and 
Heaven ; and that the afHiirs of mankind 
are not left to chance to direct ; but are 
governed and guided by God's good Pro- 
vidence; who maketh all things to work 
together for good, to those who love and 
serve him ; and continually calleth sinners 
to repentance, by innumerable ways and 
means; by frequent checks and warnings, 
which, though to the thoughtless and the 
careless, they appear to be the effects of 
accident; are, in truth, instances of his 
mercy, as well as of his wisdom. 

Jacob proved how much his heart was 
affected by the events of the night, by what 
he mid; and by what he did: for when 
he awaked, he exclaimed, in deep devotion ; 
" How dreadful is this place I Surely the 
" Lord is in this place ; and 1 knew it 
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** not ;" and immediately he consecrated 
the spot ; by setting up the stone on which 
his head had reposed, for a pillar of memo* 
rial ; and pouring oil upon the top of it : 
an act of piety and reverence^ well be- 
coming, and appropriate to, a spot, which 
had been honoured by the presence of 
spiritual intelligences ; and which may be 
profitably imitated, by the Christian wor- 
shipper, when he enters into his own place 
of public devotion ; the Church — that 
" House of God, which he hath chosen to 
" put his name there ;'* and to which our 
blessed Lord hai^ attached this precious 
promise — " where two or three are ga- 
" thered together in my name, there am I, 
" in the midst of them." 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

The apostle Paul, in the xith chapter of his 
Epistle to the Romans and SSd verse ; hav- 
ing, in his previous chapters, treated largely 
of that great mystery^ the calUng of the Gen- 
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tiles into the church of Christ : breaks out, 
into a pious and sublime exclamation of won- 
der and adoration, at the infinite wisdom, as 
well as goodness, of God's ** doings," in this 
most merciful dispensation : and intoanhum* 
ble acknowledgment of man's utter inability, 
to fathom the depthsof the Almighty's coun- 
sels ; and to comprehend the causes, and 
reasons, and designs, of the operations of 
his Providence: "O the depth, of the 
" riches, both of the wisdom and know- 
** ledge of God : how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding 
out " — But although " the deep things 
** of God " are known only to the divine 
mind : and though " clouds and darkness " 
rest upon his operations^ in his moral 
government of the world : we are, notwith- 
standing, now and then, permitted to trace 
the marks of the divine footsteps, with 
regard to temporal rewards and punish- 
ments ; and to perceive, in many instances 
recorded in scripture, an appropriate con- 
nexion, between holiness, and its visible 
encouragements ; and between offences and 
their just retribution ; even in the present 
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world ; and before the final allotments at 
the day of judgment. Let us look at our 
first .parents, and admire the wisdom and 
justice of their temporal retribution : —their 
confident expectation of the result of their 
disobedience, was, that they should be like 
unto God — full of wisdom, light, glory, 
and immortality : but, alas 1 what was the 
unhappy contrast which their sin brought 
upon them ? — the fruit of their doings, was 
— the deepest ignorance — utter spiritual 
blindness — baseness and corruption — and 
the sentence of eternal death. Another 
instance, among the multitude that may be 
mentioned ; is that of Eli and his sons : they 
were his pride and his idols : he ^^ honoured 
" his sons above God:** and with the sin- 
ful blindness of a too-fond parent, though 
he saw and lamented their wickedness, yet 
he took no effectual measures to prevent 
it : The consequence was, a most appro- 
priate temporal retribution — for Hophni 
and Phineas, the worthless offspring of the 
partial Eli, were both cut off in one day. 
But, not to multiply examples of a like 
Icind, it will be sufficient to confine our 
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attention, to that remarkable one, which is 
presented to our notice in the chapter 
which has been just read. In a former one, 
we have an account, of a deliberate act of 
deception, practised by Jacob, at the imti- 
gation of his mother Rebekah, on his blind 
and aged father Isaac. But the wicked device 
did not long remain, without its most just 
and righteous temporal retribution : for in 
the present chapter, we read of a deception 
practised upon Jacob, of the most galling 
kind : by which his affections were wound- 
ed; his hopes disappointed: and all the 
plans of his life, for the present, at least, 
completely overturned. 

The chapter which now engages our 
attention, tells us of Jacob's prosecuting his 
journey from Beth-el, (or the house of 
God, where he had set up a pillar of me- 
morial, and dedicated a tenth of his pro- 
perty to the service of God) to Haran, the 
land of the people of the East ; the resi- 
dence of Nahor, the relation of Jacob. 
Here, again, as in some of the foregoing 
chapters, we have a very pleasing account 
of the simple, unostentatious manners^ and 
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habits of life, of the most dignified families 
which then inhabited the world : and which 
are still to be observed, after a lapse of 
3000 years, in the eastern quarter of the 
globe. Cattle, and pastoral occupations, 
continue to be the chief objects, of the care 
and attention of the most powerful and dis- 
tinguished families, among them : and the 
daughters of the chiefs, are still the drawers 
of water for the use of the catde : and the 
careful attendants upon their wants and 
safety. Such was the occupation of Rachel, 
the daughter of Laban, the son of Nahor; 
the brother of Abraham ; when Jacob first 
had an interview with her : for, while he 
yet spake with the shepherds who were 
around " the well in the field," " Rachel 
♦* came with her father's sheep, for she 
" kept them." A sincere aflTection for the 
damsel, who appears to have been beau- 
tiful, amiable, and pleasing: was imme- 
diately entertained by Jacob — "for the 
** thing was of the Lord" — and he yil- 
lingly agreed with Laban, to act as his 
servant for seven years ; and to receive, as 
his remuneration, at the end of that term, 
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Laban's younger daughter, for his wife; 
Laban's breach of this agreement, and the 
act of deceit which he practised upon 
Jacob; though it may be properly con. 
sidered, as a just temporal retribution on 
Jacob's, conduct to Isaac his father, in the 
matter of the dying blessing: yet, this 
did not lessen the treachery of Laban, in 
imposing Leah upon Jacob, instead of 
Rachel ; and obliging him to serve another 
seven years, before he would fulfill his 
original contract with him. Laban, indeed, 
would have willingly excused his artifice, 
by the vain apology, that it was not the 
custjom of his country, "to give the 
" younger before the first-born ; " but, no- 
thing can excuse the wilful breach of an 
honest and lawful contract — it is a sacred 
tye: and is not to be broken asunder, 
unless it be by the mutual, willing assent, 
of all the parties by whom the engagement 
is made. This transaction (the fourteen years' 
service of Jacob to Laban) naturally brings 
to the mind, the mutual duties of those who 
are placed, by God's wise providence, in 
the respective social conditions, of master 
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and servant : but, (perhaps) it may be re- 
garded, as more especially suggesting, the 
obligations which are imposed upon the 
employer, of doing justice to those, who 
are in their employ, and under th^r care 
and direction. That, in this swifUy-passing 
scene of existence, there should be some 
to rule, and others to obey : some to em- 
ploy, and others to serve ; is Grod's appoint- 
ment ; and it would be easy to shew, that 
the general peace, comfort, and enjoyment 
of society, are both increased, and secured, 
by this arrangement : but the Almighty, 
who is righteous in all his ways, and just 
in all his works ; hath not left the humbler 
classes of mankind, who are placed in the 
condition of servitude, without protection, 
and without their peculiar rights. They 
who employ them, are constrained by the 
most solemn obligations, to treat them, not 
only with justice and equity; but, with 
kindness and courtesy ; as brethren in the 
flesh : as partakers of the same nature, with 
themselves, here : and candidates for the 
same happiness hereafter ; in that impartial 
state, where ^'the rich and poor meet 
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** together;** before "the Lord, who is 
** maker (^ them alL** 

Our blessed Lord, by a very striking, 
significant action, when he "washed the 
'^ &et of his disciples ;** both sanctified the 
eondition of servitude ; to the comfort of 
-those who are placed, by Providence in that 
useful state of life : and, at the same time, 
taught a lesson of kindness and benevo- 
lence towards domestics ; to those, who, for 
a short season, are made their superiors, in 
a perishable, and perishing world. "I 
** have given you an Example^ that ye 
** should do, as I have done to you.** 
(John xiii. 15.) 



CHAPTER XXX. 

The Holt Bible has thus much in com* 
mon with all historical books, that it must 
be read, with a reference to the period when 
it was written ; and to the manners ; cus- 
toms ; and opinions ; which were generally 
practised, and commonly entertained, in 
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that particular age. Bearing this remark in 
our recollection, we shall feel less surprise, 
at meeting, in the sacred volume, with the 
mention or description, of many peculiarities 
in the conduct ; or singularities Jn the 
opinions ; of those who lived in the early 
patriarchal times ; and under the Mosaical 
dispensation, in a subsequent period. Among 
these peculiarities, was an earnest longing 
and desire, universal with the Hebrew 
wives, to be blessed with offspring. It 
is not difficult to explain the origin, of 
this remarkable feature in the character 
of the matrons of this olden time. We 
must recollect, that, at the fall of man» it 
pleased God to quiet the despairing thoughts 
of the first wretched pair, by giving to Eve 
this encouraging promise : " Thou shalt 
bruise his (that is the serpent's) head : *' 
an assurance (which though couched in 
obscure terms) would be, doubtless, under- 
stood by Adam and Eve, as predictive of a 
future redeemer, descended from them- 
selves ; who should repair the evils, which 
had been brought upon the world, and its 
inhabitants, by the original offence; and 
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through his all-sufficient atonement, should 

reconcile an offended God, to his sinful, but 

repentant creatures. The same promise of 

universal redemption and reconciliation, 

through ** the seed of the woman,'* made 

the most important part of God's repeated 

revelations and promises to Abraham — 

Isaac also, had been favoured with a similar 

mark of the divine regard : and Jacob, in 

the vision with which he was favoured at 

Bethel, had a renewal of the promises, 

made to him in these emphatical words : 

" I am the Lord God of Abraham thy 

" father, and the God of Isaac : the land 

" whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it ; 

" and to thy seed : 

" And thy seed shall be as the dust of 
'^ the earth : and thou shalt spread abroad, 
" to the West, and to the East : and to 
" the North, and to the South : and in 
'^ thee and in thy seed shall all the families 
** of the earth be blessed — '' 

These solemn ; oflen-repeated ; and pre- 
cious divine promises^ made to the Patri- 
^-rchs ; naturally excited in the minds of 
^hose, whom they took unto them to be 
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their wives ; a pleasing hope ; that th^ 
might be made instrumental, in bringing 
about their perfbrmance ; by b^ng, as it 
were, the channel through which, in the 
fullness of time, " the seed of the woman,** 
should be manifested in the flesh; and 
" the desire of all nations** should be bom 
into the world. This hope was, naturally, 
strengthened, in time, into a full expecta- 
tion of the thing hoped for : so that the 
event, of their not becoming mothers, after 
marriage, was considered, by Jewish wives, 
not only as a personal misfortune ; but as a 
cause of social degradation ; and an occasion 
of their becoming a reproach among men. 
Many circumstances recorded in the Sacred 
History, afford full evidence of the truth of 
this remark. If we look into the 1st chap, 
of the 1st Book of Samuel, we shall find a 
case very similar to that of Rachel — Han- 
nah's unhappiness at being without off- 
spring was extreme. In the bitterness of 
her soul, she prayed unto the Lord, and 
wept sore : and " she vowed a vow, and 
" said, O Lord of Hosts, if thou wilt in- 
" deed look upon the affliction of tihine 
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'^ hand-maid, and remember me, and not 
'^ forget thine hand-maid ; but wilt give 
^^ unto thine hand-maid a man child ; then 
" I will give him unto the Lord, all the 
'^ days of his life ; and there shall no raxor 
** come upon his head:'' and when her 
prayer had been heard, and her wish 
granted J the joyful song of thanksgiving, 
which she offered up to God, for this mer- 
ciful visitation, affords a striking proof, c£ 
the deep gratitude, with which His good- 
ness in this respect, had filled her souL A 
like instance also, of equal grateful feeling, 
for a similar mercy, occurs in the case of 
Elizabeth the motlier of John the Baptist ; 
who hailed the prospect, of becoming a 
mother ; and of thus escaping the odium of 
dyiog childless ; in these words of praise 
and thanksgiving : " Thus hath the Lord 
^ dealt with me, in the days wherein he 
** looked on me, to take away my reproach 
" among men/* 

It is a circumstance carefully to be ob- 
served, and seriously considered, for our 
instruction and improvement, in reading 
this portion of Scripture: that Rachel's 
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earnest wish for offspring, was indeed 
granted by the Almighty : but, that she 
fell a sacrifice to its accomplishment : for, 
as we shall find in a future chapter, the 
birth of her youngest child Benjamin, oc- 
casioned her premature decease ; teaching 
mankind the solemn lesson, that all earnest 
desires after any worldly object; and all 
anxious, over-carefulness about any future 
temporal event ; is not only certain of being 
followed by disappointment: but, is entirely 
unbecoming the religious character; and 
contrary to the express injunctions of Christ 
and his apostles : " Seek ye first," saith our 
blessed Lord, "the kingdom of God and 
" His righteousness, and all these things, 
" shall be added unto you :" and " take no 
" thought for the morrow : for the morrow 
" shall take thought for the things of itself. 
" Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof/* 
(Matt vi. 33. 34.) To which St, Paul has 
added these affectionately, and beautifully- 
expressed directions, to his Philippian con- 
verts, respecting over-anxiety on all subjects 
and events, of a mere temporal nature ; an- 
nexing, at the same time a promise of rich 
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reward to an opposite behaviour : ** Rejoice 
"in the Lord alway: and again I say 
" rejoice. 

" Let your moderation be known unto 
" all men. The Lord is at hand. 

" Be careful for nothing : but, in every 
" thing by prayer and supplication with 
" thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
" known unto God. 

" And the Peace of God which passeth 
'^ all understanding shall keep your hearts 
'* and minds through Jesus Christ" (Phil, 
iv. 4, 5, 6, 7.) 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

The Book of Genesis is the only true 
record in the world, of the transactions of 
mankind, in their earliest generations : 
when they had not as yet, arrived at a 
state of advanced civilization, or to a 
knowledge of pure morality — before they 
had been blessed with the revelation of 
Moses J and the far more full and perfec*^^ ^ 
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pore and spiritual ; comprehessive, and 
particular revelation, of the Saviour of 
mankind: for "the Law was given by 
** Moses, but grace and truth came by 
" Jesus Christ." It was a period of the 
world, when mankind were, as yet, left to 
the light and duties of natui*al Religion : 
to the conclusions of their own Reason; 
and the dictates of their own consdences : 
— times, of ignorance, at which, (as St. Paul 
tells the Athenians,) **God winked j" 
(Acts, xvii. 30.) " when," as the same 
apostle admonishes the idolaters of Lystra, 
" He suffered all nations to walk in their 
** own ways : though he left not himself 
" without witness, in that he did good, and 
" gave them rain from Heaven, and fruitiiil 
" seasons, filling their hearts with food and 
** gladness." (Acts, xiv. 16, I7.) These 
observations respecting the imperfect state 
of knowledge and morals, among the inha^ 
bitants of the world, in the patriarch^ 
times ; will, probably, go far in explaining 
many customs and practices of those an- 
cient people, which are not only contnuy 
to our more correct notions of propriety : 
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Tjut, also, to our more just views, of religious 
obligation and moral virtue. — We may 
mention, for instance; the plwrality of 
zviveSy of which we have had accounts in 
former chapters : of marriages between 
the nearest kindreds : and of the admix- 
ture, in the family circle, of females, (called 
concuhines)y not connected with the master 
of the Household, by the Holy Bond of 
Matrimony. 

From a passage, however, which occurs 
in the chapter under our present consider- 
ation, it should seem, that there was a 
restriction as to the number qfwives^ even 
in those rude times : and that it was either 
a point of conventional law ; or of acknow- 
ledged propriety ; that the number of them 
should not exceed two : for Laban, in his 
conversation with Jacob, thus expresses 
himself: " If thou shalt afflict my daugh- 
** ters : or, if thou shalt take other wives 
beside my daughters ; no man is with us : 
see, God is witness between me and 
thee ; " a speech, which appears to im- 
ply, that general practice, and, probably, a 
religious feeling, were opposed to the per- 

H 
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nick)iKsi •custom, to which we are now sd- 
luding^ 

We have seen, in a precediiig chfiiiter^ 
that very shortly after Jacob had {»ractised 
his base deceit upon his venerable father ; 
he began to reap the fruit o£ his doings, fay 
being obliged to quit his home, and go to 
his kinsman Laban ; where he himself ex* 
perienced a deception and disappointment, 
of the cruellest kind. But, it was not onty 
the wounding of his alBPections, that he had 
to suffer, by Leah being basely given to 
him, instead of Rachel ; the hardships of 
his servitude, were, also, roost severe ; as 
we may collect from his afiecting exposta* 
lation with Laban, when he pursued Jacob, 
on his flight, (under the divine command) 
with his household and cattle, from Padao- 
Aram, into the land of Canaan. ** What 
**is my trespass," said he : ^* what is my 
<< sin, that thou hast so hotly pursued after 
** me ?"-^-" This twenty years have I been 

^with thee: thy ewes and thy she-goats 

have not cast their young : and the rams 

of thy flock have I not eaten : 

^^That which was torn of beasts I 
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^^ brought not unto thee ; I bare the loss 
^' of it } of my hand didst thou require % 
*• whether stolen by day, or stolen by 
^* night.** 

** Thus I was : in the day the (kought 
" consumed me c and the frost by night : 
<< and my sleep departed, from mine eyes/' 
Touching as this remonstrance was, it is 
probable, that it would have lost its effect 
upon Laban, (who appears to have been of 
a harsh, selfish, and unfeeling character;) 
had it not pleased God, to have already 
warned him in a dream ; to ** take heed,'' 
not 'Ho speak to Jacob, either good or 
^* bad : " or in other words, not to molest 
him in any way. It was the fear of God's 
wrath therefore, and a conviction that 
God was with Jacob; and not any prin* 
ciple of justice or humanity ; which with- 
held Laban from offering any injury to 
Jacob and his company; and which led 
him to request, that a covenant should be 
entered, into between them, of mutual for* 
bearance from injury : and a heap, or 
mount of stones should be raised, to mark 
the boundary of their respective habita- 

H 2 
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tions; and to prevent' either party from 
intruding upon the land of the other — 

The accusation with which Laban 
charged Jacob, that he had '^stolen his 
^* gods/.' is a sufficient proof, that idolatry, 
or the worship of stocks and stones, in the 
room of the one true God, was. the prac- 
tice of his own family ; and, probably, of 
the district in which he lived. Jacob's 
knowledge of Jehovah, seems, indeed^ not 
to have influenced the religious creed of 
his father-in-law; as we gather from this 
passage ; since part of the furniture of his 
house, consisted in Teraphtm, or the images 
of Idols ; to which Laban doubtless paid 
his daily worship. These images, we are 
told, Rachel stole, and carried with hen in 
her flight : and though her concealment of 
them, and evasion of search, were quite 
unjustifiable^ inasmuch as they involved 
deception, if not direct falsehood j — yet, 
we may reasonably conjecture, that the.act 
of taking them away^ was dictated by a 
good motive: that having obtained the 
knowledge of the true God, herself, from 
. er husband Jacob ; and being desjjTQUs 
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that her father should partake of the same 
hlessing, she carried off- the visible objects 
of his idolatry ; in the praiseworthy Hope, 
that, they being removed from his sight, 
he might be gradually weaned from his 
senseless worship ; and thus become, through 
God's mercy and grace, a believer " in God, 
"the Father Almighty, Maker of .Heaven 
and earth/* 






CHAPTER XXXIL 

It .was the pathetic complaint of Job, when 
he. was pierced by " the arrows of the Al- 
mighty ;'* that " wearisome nights were 
appointed unto him : that he was full of 
" tossings, to and fro, unto the dawning^of 
" the day.*' (Chap. vii. 3, 4.) ■• This, is 
indeed, a sad picture of a restless night; 
but, there was one drop of comfort distilled 
intothfe bitter cup — that Job's sufferings, 
though severe, were only, bodih/ and tern- 
poral evils: though his sorrows were deep, 
he had not to mourn the loss of- his " in- 
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** t^rity.** In tlie midst c£ hia miseiy, he 
ha^ the consolatian and support of ^ ai con- 
'^ science ^d o£ ofikiGe ;*' aosd he w» 
strefi^tbened by that canvictkn,, to *^ en* 
^< dure unto the end -/* fbr ^^ tiie spirit of a 
^* man will sustain his infiraiity ;. but| a 
<* wounded ^^it, who can bear ?^ (Piov. 
xviii. 14.) It may well fate doubted there- 
fore, whether the repose of Job, under aD 
his various miseries, were so much broken 
and interrupted^ as was the sleep of Jacobs 
on that awful night, which is mentioned 
in the chapter just read; and which pre- 
ceded that meeting between himself and 
bis brolbet Eseiu, which was tot take place 
oo the enduing day. M«ny were the 
causes;, which must have rendered that 
night one of peculiar weariness and ^^ toss- 
^^ ings" to Jacob. He had not only to 
struggle with the agitating feelings of per- 
sonal fear: but to endure the whips and 
scorpions of a wounded eamctence : not 
only to dread the destruction of himscd^ 
and of those who were dearer to him than 
himself; but (still more distressing,) to bear 
the sad reflection, that by his own conduct^ 



Im bad bfougfat tbe calamitoiun vkttation 
upon hioisielf and his companjans ; and 
thecelbre, well dedervqd it& inflictiou .-^ He 
had taken advairi;age> either of the waat» on 
the folly, of his brother Esau; and had 
hou^t tbe great advantages of bis birth- 
rights for a i»^a of *' Bread and pottage c£ 
^ Lentiles :" and, by an act of greakec 
bas^Dessv he had robbed his careless and 
incautious; brother, of the still more pre* 
cioos advantages, of a dying father's last 
^A^eaing : while^ in addition to these causes 
of remorse and alarm, he had r^^ived cer- 
tain information, that Esau, whom he might 
well suppose, would be full of wraths and 
the thirst of vengeance ; was advancing to 
meet him, ** and four hundred men with 
•* him.*^ The account which the sacred 
historian gives, of the condition of Jacob 
under these fearful circumstances,, is very 
affecting 2 " then was Jacob," says he, 
*^ greatly afraid, and distressed, and he di- 
^ vid^d the people that were with him, 
*^and the flocks, and the herds^ and the 
camels, into two bands ; 
And said, if Esau come to the one 
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company, and smite it : the other com- 
pany which is left shall escape." But 
happily and wisely, these arrangements 
were not the chief means, to which he 
looked for preservation. 

We read in the 2d Book of Kings, and 
19th chapter; when Hezekiah, King of 
Judah, had received the threatening and 
impious letter, borne by the messengers of 
the King of Assyria, breathing speedy de^ 
struction to himself and his people, that, 
he went up into the house of the Lord, 
and spread it before the Lord : '' that he 
lifted up his soul in fervent supplication 
for protection and deliverance ; and forth- 
with received, from the mouth of the Pro- 
phet, a promise of both, from God, which 
was immediately ftilfilled. Jacob had re- 
course to the same source of safety and 
support, amid " the great strait," to which 
he was now reduced. " He gat him" right 
" humbly to his God :" and in fervent and 
sincere prayer, from "unfeigned lips," and 
from a penitent and contrite heart ; ^ bowed 
dovm with a sense of sin and unworfhiness ; 
he offered up his supplication to God, for 
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deliverance out of his present distress and 
jeopardy, N<5r did the divine promise, 
made in after times, to every praying pe- 
nitent, fail of being accomplished, to Jacob, 
on this occasion : "He will be very gra- 
" cious unto thee, at the voice of thy cry : 
" when he shall hear it, he will answer 
"thee/' (Isaiah, XXX. 19-) God mani- 
fested his acceptance of Jacob's earnest 
petition, by a favour of a peculiar and 
miraculous nature; for, whatever may be 
the exact meaning, of that mysterious trans- 
action — an angel wrestling with. Jacob. — 
we may be certain, from the two circum-. 
stances, of Jacob's " prevailing " in the 
contest : and from the change of his name 
into that of Israel, (or of one who contends 
with God), that his prayer had been ac- 
cepted: his transgression pardoned; and 
his safety ensured. 

We cannot, one would think, read, or 
listen to this chapter of Genesis, without 
feeling convinced of these very important 
truths : that heart-felt prayer to God, fre- 
quent and regular, is absolutely necessary : 
and that sincere supplication, will always 

H 5 



154s EXBOsmoKS o^ TUB CH.xxxn. 

be listened to, and accepted, by God, and 
obtain ftom him, the ob^ o^oor petitums ; 
if that object be a religious and virtuous 
one: proper for us to ask; and becom- 
ing Grod's holiness to grant. Prayer, it 
is repeat^ is absolutely necessartfy for 
young and old: for the mighty and the 
humble : for Dives in his Palace ; and La- 
zarus starving at his gate : for, not a human 
being is self*dependent ; not one, that coidd 
subsist a moment here below, without the 
constant care and protection of God : not 
one, that could hope for salvation hereafter, 
but through his infinite mercy in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Prayer accompanied by 
a good Christian life, is the channel through 
which these blessings must flow upon the 
soul of man. Like Jacob's ladder, it unites 
earth and heaven ; and connects the human 
soul, with the mercy-seat of God. Such is 
its necessity: but, sincere, fervent, and 
humble prayer, is also efficacious : and sure 
of obtaining from God, what is best for our 
immortal souls. In the Old Testament, we 
have a multitude of instances, in which 
God has been pleased to listen to, and 



CH* XXXIII. BOOK OF GBKESIS. 155 

grant, the pray^s of the saints under the 

dispensation of Moses: and, under the 

Christian dispensation, Christ himself has 

sealed to us his sacred promise ; that ** the 

** efiectual fervent prayer of a righteous 

** main," shall " avail much :" for, saith he, 

*^ Ask and it shall be given you. Seek and 

^* ye shall find : knock, and it. shall be 

** opened unto you." (Matt. vii. 70 



CHAPTER XXXIII, 

The chapter which you have now heard, is 
full of instruction ; and there are none, 
whether they be entering on the busy scene 
of life ; or, preparing to depart out of it ; 
who may not be taught, two very useful 
and important lessons by it: first, as re- 
gards the wrong'doer ; and 2ndly, with 
respect to him^ who has suffered the 
wrong. 

We can readily imagine the feelings and 
stppearance of Jacob, when he approached 
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the brother whom he had injured: — We 
caa conceive the bitterness of his self- 
reproach — - his sorrow, and self-abasement, 
at the recollection of his criminal, and un- 
generous behaviour — his humiliating con- 
sciousness of premeditated falsehood, de- 
ception, and fraud — his shame and con- 
fusion of face, when he approached the in- 
jured Esau; and bowed himself seven 
times to the ground before him ; overcome 
with a conviction of his offence ; and with 
remorse, at having committed it — and 
such should be the conduct, of all those, 
who have wantonly, or wilfully, injured any 
of their brethren in the flesh. The first, 
and the least reparation they can make, is ; 
a consciousness of their having committed 
a wrong; a mortifying feeling of self- 
abasement, and personal degradation, when 
they are sensible of it ; and an earnest en- 
deavour to conciliate the offended party, 
by repentance ; confession ; and submissive 
behaviour — 

But a valuable example, also, is held 
out in this chapter, of the conduct becom- 
ing him who has suffered a wrong, when 
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the person who committed it, turns to him 
ind says, " I repent : '* and affords satis- 
factory evidence, of the sincerity of his 
epentance. It may, perhaps, be a hard 
ask to flesh and blood to forgive a personal 
offence : but we must recollect, that " flesh 
^ and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 

* God : ** and that, " if we do not forgive 
'men their trespasses, neither will our Fa- 

* ther forgive our trespasses/* This chapter, 
lowever, has another claim upon our atten- 
ion, independently of its moral teachmg : 
)r it presents a scene to our fancy, every 
'^ay calculated, to interest, and awaken the 
est feelings of the heart No affectionate 
arent can listen to the account of Jacob's 
)licitude about his wives and children ; 
id the arrangements which he made for 
leir preservation, in case of, a hostile at- 
ck ; without sympathising in the Pa- 
iarch's natural anxiety : and feeling grate- 
l1 to God, that he himself is not exposed 
) so distressing a trial : ** And he divided 
the children, unto Leah and unto Raichel : 
and unto the two hand-maids r 

<' And he put the hand-maids and their 
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^* children foremost ; and Leah and her 
'< children after, and Rachel and Joseph 
'^ bindermost.'* And the excuse which he 
inade, or rather the reason which he gave, 
to Esau» after their reconciliation, for not 
assenting to his brother's proposal, of their 
journeying together to Seir, is full of ten- 
derness and compassion : ** My lord know- 
" eth," said he, ** that the children are 
*^ tender ; and the flocks, and herds with 
*^ young are with me : and if men should 
^ overdrive them one day, all the flock will 
"die. 

" Let my lord, I pray thee pass over 
" before his servant : and I will lead on 
" softly, according as the cattle that goeth 
" before me, and the children be able to 
^^ endure, until I come unto my Lord, 
" unto Seir.*' 

But the most striking circumstance, nar- 
rated in the chapter which has occasioned 
these remarks, is the generous, high-mind- 
ed, and exemplary behaviour of Esau, on 
his interview with Jacob : a pattern of ex- 
cellence, in an unlightened and uncivilized 
roamer through the desert ; which ought to 
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put to the blush, a ^^ crowd which no man can 
*^ number" of modem Christians, who live in 
the blaze c£ evangelical light ; and are &- 
imfiar with the precepts of Christ^s ever- 
kstiog Gospel ; and the blessed exanqde of 
the forgiving Saviour. No sooner did Esau 
see Jacob approaching ; than he ran to 
meet him ; and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him. The injuries and losses which the 
sel^sh brother had inflicted on him, were 
forgotten. Fraternal tenderness conquered 
the sense of wrong : and it was not with- 
out a friendly struggle, between the grati- 
tude of Jacob, and the generosity of Esau ; 
that the latter could be prevailed upon to 
accept the present, which Jacob had pre-^ 
pared, to appease the expected wrath of his 
forgiving brother. 

It is too true, (as has been already re- 
marked) but, the remark will bear repe- 
tition — that, to our fallen nature, there is 
no virtue more diflScult to exercise, than 
the forgiveness of injuries. Our pride; 
our passions ; our self-conceit ; all rise up 
in arms against it ; and seem to whisper to 
us, ** Revenge ye of your adversaries.'* But, 
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the more difficult it may be» to manifest this 
Christian grace ; the more does it behove 
the Christian, to strive to practise it. The 
Law, and the Gospel, unite in enjoining 
its observance, under all circumstances, and 
at all times. ** Say not thou,'* writes the 
wise author of the book of Proverbs, " I 
** will do so to him, as he hath done to me : 
" I will render to the man according to his 
" works/' (xxiv. 290 " Say not thou ; I 
" will recompense evil ; but, wait on the 
" Lord ; and he shall save thee/' (xx. 22.) 
And in the short, but sublime and compre- 
hensive form of prayer, which our blessed 
Lord has left on record, for the daily use of 
all Christians ; our forgiveness of Injuries^ 
is made the Condition^ of GoA^s forgiveness 
of ov/r Trespasses — " Forgive us our tres- 
" passes, AS we forgive them, that trespass 
" against us.*' 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

9 

[Chap. XXX iv. omitted.] 

It is evident from the accounts which 
holy scripture affords us, that, in the times 
of the patriarchs, the knowledge of the one 
true Oodf was, principally, if not entirely, 
confined to these venerable and favoured 
characters, and their respective households. 
That the latter indeed, partook, to some 
extent, of this great privilege ; we mlay 
conclude, from what the Almighty says of 
Abraham, in the xviii. c. 19. v. of Genesis : 
" For I know him : that he will command 
*' his children^ and his household after him ; 
" and they shall keep the way of the Lord 
" to do Justice and Judgment." Tfiey 
also, it should seem, ought to be included 
in the number of those, "who,** (as the 
Apostle speaks, in his Epistle to the He- 
brews (xi. c. 13. v.) " all died in the faith : 
" not having received the promises : but, 
" having seen them afar off, and were per- 
^^ suaded of them : and embraced them,' 



*^ and confessed that they were strangers 
^' and pilgrims on the earth." But, inde- 
pendently of this ^^ little flock," the rest 
of the nations of the earth, were plunged 
in the grossest idolatry : and wallowed (the 
certaiii conaequence of all falae wovship} 
m the most ahominaUe and korriUe in* 
iquity ; ^^ changing the glory of tber micor* 
^^ Fuptible God, into 911 image made like to 
^ corruptible man ; and to birds, and four- 
'.^footed beasta, asid oreepuig things:" 
^ changing the truth of God into a He ; 
<- md r^ppi»g »d ^avteg the creatine, 
^^ more than the Creator,, who h blessed 
^ for ever: amen/' (Rom. L 2S, «*»25.) 
But, it was just nofw said, that the 
hmmhold of the patriarchs^ a]!^ear to 
have known the true God,, only partially, 
er to a certain earlent z and this may be 
concluded, from the commencement of the 
chapter before us; where we find» that 
Idolatry still lin^red in the &mily of Ja^ 
coK In one of the last appearances of the 
Almighty to this patriarch, God had com- 
manded him to go to Bethel : and dwell 
t.here : and to make there' an ahar to him : 
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or» in other worda^ (as it should seem,) to 
prepare a permanent place of worship to the 
moat High« Previously^ therefore^ to thb 
solemn act of consearation, Jacob, piously 
wad wisely^ thought it i^cestory, to roc^ 
out, from his family, all the remains of that 
fsise worship^ in which many of them, had 
he&x brought up, in the idolatrous country 
of Labsua : and to shadow out by a type^ 
(which became very cc»nmon, with the 
Hebrews, in subsequent times) this, their 
inward purification and change of heart; 
by the act of outward deansing"; and a 
renewal of their Raiment <' Put away the 
'^ strange gods, tliat are among you," said 
b^ ^* find be clean, and change your gar- 
** ments." 

It merits remark, that, in the present 
chapter, no less than three deaths are re- 
corded : that of Deborah : and of Rachel : 
and of the patriarch Isaac: and two of 
them, are described to have been attended 
with very interesting circumstances. In 
the xxiv. chapter of Genesis, 59., we read 
that the brother and the mother of Re- 
bekah, sent away her, *^ and her fmrse, and 
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'' Abraham's servant, and his men : ** but 
what the name of the nurse was, we are 
not informed until the present chapter : 
where we find that it W2is Deborah : and 
are merely t6ld, that ^'she died : and was 
'' buried beneath Beth-el, under an oak/' 
But the particulars of Rachel's decease, 
are more affecting : and the simplicity of 
the recital heightens the tenderness of it — 

" And they journeyed to Beth-el ; and 
" there was but a Utile way to come to 
'^ Ephrath : and Rachel travailed, and she 
** had hard labour." 

^^ And it came to pass, when she was in 
'*' hard labour, that the midwife said unto 
" her — fear not : fear not : thou ' shaU 
'' have this son also : 

'^ And it came to pass, as her soul woji 
" in departing (for she died) that she 
" called his name Ben-oniy* — or, a son of 
sorrow — a name expressive at once, of 
the fatal circumstance which attended his 
birth: of her own natural reluctance to 
quit, prematurely, a wide circle of dear and 
affectionate connections : and of that grief, 
which she felt assured, would assail the 
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heart of Jacob, at the sudden, unexpected, 
and calamitous loss, of a faithful, much- 
loved wife. It is true, that Jacob changed 
the name of the child to Benjamin — or 
son of my old age : or right hand, . or 
strength : but this circumstance, . by no 
means proves any intentional disrespect to 
the wishes, or memory of Rachel. . It was 
probably suggested, by a desire to testify 
his gratitude, to God, (for granting to him 
a son at his advanced years) through a 
significant appellation ; which would con^ 
tinually remind, both father and son, of 
this instance of the divine, goodness. His 
strong attachment to his departed Rachel, 
was manifested, not merely by his setting 
" a pillar upon her grave," when she died ; 
but, by what he had willingly suffered for 
her sake, in early life : for, his seven years 
of servitude, seemed to. him, but. a few 
days ; for (as it is feelingly expressed) 
"the love he had to her.'*: (Gen. xxix. 
20.) 

The third death mentioned in this chap- 
ter, is that of Isaac : who at the age of 180 
years, *^ gave up the Ghost, and died, and 
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'' was gathered unto his people.'* Tbe 
sacred page merely adds^ that ^^ bis soi^s, 
^ JSsmi and Jacobs it^ie^f Aem there : " that 
IB ftt Mamre. The candadmg words are few, 
bat very ^gnificant : for they prove, notoidy 
the perfect uniiiterapted reconcdliation, be- 
tween Esau and Jacob, which had takm 
place ; but that thdr venerable parent also, 
had lived to see the healing of the deadly 
&ud between them : and to witness and en- 
joy, that great blessing, (one of the greatest 
that parents .can experience) fmmig wmmj 
so beautifully described by the Psalmi^ 
Behold I how good and jc^ul a thif^ 

it is, Brethr^Ei; to dwell together in 

unity I 

'^ It is like the precious ointment iipon 
** the head, that ran down unto the Beard; 

even unto Aaron's beard, and w^it down 

to the skirts of his clothing. 

^* Like as the dew of Hermon : which 
« fell upon the Hill of Sion/* (Ps. cxxKui. 
2,3.) 
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CHAPTER XXXVIL 

[Chap. xxxvL omitted.] 

Amoi^g die mamy reasons, why our 'Cnunctt 

should be dear to the metnbens of the 

established religion of the country ; is one, 

wiiich, though very obvious, is, probably, 

neither so often adverted to, nor so much 

prized, as it oug^t to be, by those who are 

adrantaged by it. The Reafiion alluded to, 

is t^s •'— the provision which the Church 

ha» made ; and the oppcH'ttinities which it 

aSBbrds ; in its admirable Ritual ; for tiie 

members of the establishment, to become 

well versed in the Holy Scriptures. By 

ditecting that a chapter of the Old, and 

anotber of the New Testament^ "shodd be 

read, by the officiating Ministe^^ in the 

Morning and Evening Service, on ev6iy 

day throughout the year; the Rubric 

makes provision, for the public reading iil 

the church, oif nearly the whole rf the 

Bible, within thaH; period : while the same 

most impoi^tant object, has been c&i^fully 
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pursued, in the composition of our ad- 
mirable Book of Common Prater; in 
which we not only possess z^IAturgy^ stricdy 
scriptural ; but, in the Qospek and EpislleSi 
for the several Sundays and Holy Days; 
and in the Psalms ; and other portions of 
the ritual ; we have the . very words of 
Scripture itself : so that the learned, pious, 
and "judicious" Hooker, was fully justi- 
fied, when he wrote ; " with us, there is 
" never any time bestowed in divine ser- 
" vice, without the reading of a great part 
" the Holy Scriptures, which we account a 
" thing most necessary :" to which he very 
sensibly adds, ^^ a further command this 
t^ custom hath, to furnish the simplest and 
" very rudest sortj with such infallible 
^^dxioms and precepts of the truths de- 
" livered even in the very letter of the Law 
of God, as may serve them for Rules, 
whereby to judge the better of o^er 
". doctrines and instructions which they 
" hear." (Eccles. Pol. book v.) 

But, it . is not alone, the quantity . of 
Scripture which is introduced into our 
Church service, that claims^ our gratitude; 
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we ought to feel thankful also, to those 
pious and judicious men, who arranged our 
i^criptural Prayer Book ; and drew up our 
Rubric ; for their wise appointment, of ap- 
propriate chapters from the Bible, for the 
various festivals throughout the year ; and 
for their careful selection of them, from 
the Old Testament, for the Morning and 
Evening , Services of the several Sabbath 
days. These lessons will be found, on ex- 
amination; to be some of the most im- 
pressive and improving, in the Book of the 
old Covenant: and to contain narrations, 
not only interesting and entertaining, from 
their incidents : but deeply affecting also, 
from their tenderness: and highly edify- 
ing, from their religious and moral teaching. 
Of this description, are the lessons from the 
Old Testament, appointed for the Morning 
and Evenmg Services, of the third and fourth 
Sundays in Lent ; which, you will find, on 
referring to them, to contain nearly the 
ii^hole of that touching narrative-^-the his- 
tory of Joseph and his brethren. 

In the chapter just readj this noble 
Scripture character, (the patriarch Joseph) 

I 
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is first brought into notice : (for the only 
mention of Joseph before, is, that he was 
one of the sons of Rachel :) and, perhaps, 
among all the worthies recorded in the Old 
Testament, there is not one to be found, 
more pious, virtuous, or generally estima- 
ble, than him. Whether we contemplate 
Joseph as a youth, a man, or an aged 
Patriarch: as a son, or a brother: as a 
servant ; or a prisoner ; or, as the next to 
the throne, in the kingdom of Egypt — 
every condition of life in which it pleased 
God to place him ; was dignified by his 
conduct in it When " weighed in the 
" balance,'* he appears (among the very 
few, to whom the praise may be justly ap- 
plied) not to *• be found wanting." Doubt- 
less, in common with all his fallen brethren, 
he had his " secret faults,'* if not his " pre- 
" sumptuous sins," to deplore ; but, what- 
ever those might have been, they appear 
not in his History ; and, we may justly sup- 
pose, that he numbered penitence for them, 
among his other spiritual excellences ; and 
may be permitted to hope, that the mer- 
ciful God, who granted to him that grace ; 
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was pleased to accept its fruits ; and to blot 
out the remembrance of those offences, 
which called it into exercise, 

Joseph, (who, we find from the chapter 
that engages our attention, was now seven- 
teen years of age,) had been keeping 
his Other's sheep, in company with his 
brethren : whose conduct appears to have 
been incorrect ; and as such, had been re- 
presented by him, to his father, Isaac. 
This, doubtless, would have been sufficient 
of itself, to awaken the anger and malice 
of his brethren : for, a wicked man, will 
never forgive the exposer of his wicked- 
ness. But, this was not the only cause of 
their dislike to him : they were jealouSy of 
the preference, which their father enter- 
tained for this favoured son ; and enviousy 
of the costly and visible marks of his par- 
tiality, with which he adorned his favourite. 
The dreamsy also, which had visited Joseph 
in the night season; which, in his sim- 
plicity, he related to his parent, and 
brethren ; and which they interpreted, as 
predictive of their future subjection to 
him — these expressive visions, consider- 

I 2 
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ably increased their indignation against the 
youth : and they seized the first oppor- 
tunity that presented itself, of getting rid 
of the object of their hatred. Reuben, in- 
deed, appears to have been more humane, 
than the other brethren of Joseph : for, 
when they consulted to "slay^ him; he 
advised, and prevailed upon them, to cast 
him into a pit, that he might *^ get him 
" out of their hands/' His lamentations, 
when he returned to the pit, and " behold 
" Joseph was not in the pit ; ** are very af- 
fecting: and the exclamation of Jacob, 
when he knew his favourite son's ** coat of 
" many colours : " it is my son's coat : " 
and the particulars of his inconsolable 
grief, when he felt convinced, that *' Joseph 
" was rent in pieces ;" cannot be read by 
any one, who has the common feelings of 
human nature, without heartfelt sympathy. 
We are not left in ignorance, as to die 
eause of the early misfortunes q£ Joseph. 
The sacred text, as has already been men- 
tioned, explains it. "Now Israel loved 
"Joseph more than all his children" — 
and when his brethren saw that, " they 



CU. XXXVII. BOOK OF GENESIS. 173 

"hated him.'* The unwise and unjusti- 
fiable partiality of the parent, instead of 
proving beneficial to his fiivourite, heaped 
misfortune upon the child; and plunged 
the FatheTy into the depth of anguish. And, 
such will ever be the consequences of the 
crimen (as we may very properly call it,) 
of ptxrental partiality. '• Chitdren are a 
*• gift that Cometh of the Lord :** and they 
have a right to share, equally, parental 
love and affection : unless, by their own 
wilful wickedness, they forfeit this right 
They have all, an equal claim, ito be brought 
up in ^' the nurture and admonition of the 
** Lord : ^ and to have all the less import- 
ant advantages which parents can bestow, 
feirly and impartially imparted to them : 
so that the domestic harmony, may not be 
disturbed, and turned into discord ; by that 
envy, jealousy, and malignity, which are 
invariably produced, in the family circle ; 
by a manifested preference, of one child to 
all the others, by, weak, unwise, or capri- 
cious parents. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

[Chap.xxxviiL omitted.] 

The scene of the events which befel Jo- 
seph, is transferred, in this chapter, from 
the land of his father and his brethren, 
into the land of Egypt: where it was 
decreed, by that " God,** who " was with 
**him," that, he should experience the 
greatest temporal " changes and chances^** 
— a state of the deepest degradation ; and 
one of the highest dignity and power. It 
may be well, perhaps, before the particu- 
lars of this chapter be considered ; to offer 
a few remarks, on the country^ into which 
the Ishmeelites, who had bought Joseph 
of his brethren, conveyed him, — namely, 
"the Land of Egypt/' 

Of the early History of this celebrated 
country, we have no account which can be 
* depended upon, except that, which is fur- 
nished by the Holy Bible: and it is a 
remarkable and pleasing circumstance, that 
most of these scriptural particulars, respect- 
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ing Egypt; are confinned, by existing 
proofs, of a very singular kind. 

With this ancient country, many of the 
nations of Europe, (more especially the 
English and French,) have become very 
familiar, within the last half century ; and 
amidst the y^arlike operations carried on 
there, by their armies, during that period ; 
many learned and skilful men, have di- 
rected their attention, to the very exten- 
sive and curious antiquities, which are scat- 
tered throughout that land. Among these 
ancient remains, are, what have been called, 
the tombs of the kings : magnificent under- 
ground chambers ; in which were deposited, 
the corpses of the early monarchs, and 
great men, of this celebrated nation — The 
inner sides and ceilings ; and other spaces 
of these chambers; are covered with ancient 
paintings, in the freshest colours ; contain- 
ing representations; of historical events ; re- 
ligious ceremonies ; triumphal and peaceful 
processions ; — as well as sketches, of the 
various processes, of such sciences, arts, 
and manufactures ; as the old Egyptians 
were acquainted with : and of those man- 
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ners, customs, pursuits, and employments ; 
which were known to, and exercised, and 
practised by, that people, between 3000 
and 4000 years ago.* Paintings, which 
very clearly apply to, and are illustrative 
of, many particulars and narratives, re- 
corded in the earlier books df the Old 
Testament. 

The existence of Egypt, indeed, as a 
civilized country, enjoying a regular con- 
stitution ; is carried up to very high anti- 
quity: since we find, that, early in the age 
of Abraham, it had its orderly, kingly, 
government ; with all the official dignities, 
of that form of political ride — (Gen. 
ch. xiii.) 

To Potiphar, a courtier of this kingdom^ 
Jodeph was sold, (as we read) by the Ish- 
meelites, who had purchased, and brought 
him into Egypt. The compleat confidence 
of his master, was soon obtained by the &ith- 

* A very valuable and el^ant little work, on this most 
interesting subject, was published, in 1838, by Dr. Taylor: 
entitled \ ** Illustrations of the Bible ; from the Monuments 
" of Egypt : " London, Charles Tilt : fleet Street : mbidi 
should have a place on the book-shelf of every Biblic^ 
student. 
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fulness, uprightness, and diligence of his 
service; for, "he left all that he had in 
" Joseph's hand/' We might well hope, 
that he bad now found a safe retreat, from 
the cares, and disappointments, and hard- 
ships, of life : but, God frequently tries his 
best Servants, by the severest temptations ; 
that their virtue may be more purified, and 
Ms grace more glorified. The triumph of 
true faith is best seen, when struggling 
with the heaviest ills of this mortal life : 
and Christ's true soldiers, never manifest 
their fidelity more brightly, or show the 
grace and power of the Saviour, working 
within them, more fully ; than when, being 
called upon to conquer the carnal desires, 
and passions of their fallen nature^ they 
succeed in the arduous conflict The aban- 
doned wife of Potiphar, beheld Joseph, with 
inclinations utterly unbecoming a virtuous 
female; and highly sinful in a married 
woman. But, all her arts were tried in 
vain ; and she was repelled ; and silenced ; 
and confounded ; by this memorable speech 
of Joseph: "How can I do this great 
** wickedness, and sin against God?** It 

I 5 
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is true, that this noble victory of Faith and 
Grace, cost him dear ; for, it not only de- 
prived him of his honourable situation ; but, 
plunged him into the darkness of a dun- 
geon. But, the pious and virtuous young 
man, was not deserted by his best friend. 
" The Lord," we are told, " was with 
** Joseph : and shewed him mercy, and 
" gave him favour in the sight of the keeper 
" of the prison :" and rewarded his upright- 
ness, (as we find in his following histoiy,) 
by leading him, step by step, from a loath- 
some confinement, to almost royal dignity. 
Many lessons of useful [instruction, are 
taught by the chapter with which we have 
been engaged ; but that, which especially 
solicits our attention, is, the duties con- 
nected with domestic servitude. They are 
those which shone in Joseph's character, 
when he served in the House of Potiphar : 
and which it will be wise, as well as right, 
in all domestics to observe — diligence^ in 
the business of their situations : attention^ 
to the reasonable directions of their em- 
ployers : fidelity 9 in the trust reposed in 
them : and honesty ; with respect to the 
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property entrusted to their care — These, it is 
true, are not splendid virtues. They make 
no noise, or figure in the world : but, they 
are valuable and useful ones: and their 
praise, if not of men, is of God. If con- 
scientiously practised, they generally obtain 
for the faithful domestic, even here below ; 
that esteem and confidence, which were re- 
posed in Joseph, by his earthly master : 
but, be this as it may, they are sure to ob- 
tain for him, at the last great day, from his 
master which is in Heaven; that happy 
sentence of applause and welcome : " Well 
** done thou good and faithful servant : 
" enter thou into the joy of thy Lord '* — 



CHAPTER XL. 

To look into Futurity ; so far at least, as 
to discover what events, good or bad, are 
likely to befal ourselves or others ; is one 
of the most natural, and general wishes, of 
the human mind : and has given rise, not 
wly to all those superstitious practices, 
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which were resorted to m former ages, for 
diving into the secrets of the time to 
come ; but, has been the origin, also, of all 
those arts, practised by more modem im» 
postors ; and of i\\\ that surprising credulity, 
displayed by those ignorant people, who 
are imposed upon, by such cunning knaves; 
in our own, and in other countries, of en- 
lightened Europe, even in their present 
«tate of forward civilisation. These fraudu- 
lent and wicked practices, were much in 
use, in the times, both of the Old Testar 
ment, and under the covenant of grace : 
and are frequently, and severely, denounced 
by the Almighty, through the Law and the 
Prophets ; in the former period : and by 
Christ and his Apostles, in the Gospel age. 
The JVitch of Endor furnishes an example 
of the former: and Simon Magics, who be- 
witched the People, with his sorceries, 
may be mentioned as an instance of the 
latter. 

Among these superstitious practices, 
which, during the darkness of Heathenism, 
were held in esteem, even by the wise and 
the learned ; but, which, since tlie gosiiel 
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has enlightened the world, are regarded, 
only by the ignorant and credulous as 
worthy of attention ; was, the interpretation 
of dreams : — dreams, not recorded in 
Scripture, as *• from the Lord '' — the 
giving a meanings to those wild visions, 
which fancy presents to the mind, during 
the hours of slumber : and making such 
meaning, predictive of events ; either pros- 
perous or adverse'; to be enjoyed or endured ; 
by him who has been favored by such noc- 
turnal phantasms. But although, generally 
speaking, and in the common course of 
human affairs, these visions of the night, 
however remarkable they may appear to 
be ; are very easily to be accounted for, 
upon well-known principles, and without 
having recourse to the interposition of 
Almighty power in their production ; yet, 
no one who believes the Scriptures will 
deny ; that numerous instances occur, both 
in the old and new portions of the Word 
of God ; of supernatural dreams : that is, 
of impressions, divinely made upon the 
mind of the sleeper, during the hour of 
tepose: in other words, oi scenes andj&cte 
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represented to it, which were expressly 
designed by God, to be significant, and 
predictive of, immediately approaching 
circumstances — or, of events to take place, 
at some future time : and we must, also, 
further allow, upon the same authority, 
that o£ revelation — that the gift of interpret- 
ing such supernatural dreams, was conferred 
upon certain Persons, chosen, and gifted 
of God, for such especial Purpose — of 
dreams thus manifestly sent by God, were 
those of the Butler, and the Baker of 
Pharaoh, mentioned in this chapter — and of 
such interpreters of them ; qualified, and 
authorized by Him, for such a purpose, was 
the prisoner Joseph. 

It is quite clear, that in the exercise of 
this faculty of interpretation^ Joseph as- 
sumed no praise to himself. He felt, as 
the holy Apostle St. Peter did, on the 
cure of the lame man, at ^^ the beautiful 
" Gate of the temple," when the people 
ran together, greatly wondering : (Acts iii. 
12.) " why look ye so earnestly on us, as 
"though by our own power j or holiness, we 
" had made this man to walk?'' The humility 
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and piety of Joseph, had rendered him a 
fit instrument, for the communication of 
this supernatural favor; and, at the moment, 
when he undertook to relieve the minds of 
his fellow prisoners, by giving to them an 
explanation of the remarkable dreams, 
which troubled them ; he religiously as- 
cribed to God, the faculty which he was 
about to exercise : and implied, in the short 
question, " do not interpretations belong 
" to God ? '* that it was the divine majesty 
alone, which sent the dream, that could 
understand and impart its meaning: and 
further, that though he desired to hear 
their dreams, he did not pretend to explain 
them, from his own wisdom ; but, from 
the knowledge which should be imparted 
to him, from on high — Since " all inter- 
pretations come from God." 

We may perhaps venture to observe, 
(though in speaking of the ways and in- 
tentions of the Most High, we should ever 
do so, with the most profound humility) 
that these dreams of the chief Butler and 
Baker, were not so much intended, for a 
'Warning of a speedy fatal occurrence to the 
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latter ; or, as an intimation of an early deliver* 
ance, and restoration to liberty and honour, 
to the former : as for the higher purpose, 
of being introductory, to a most astonish- 
ing series of events ; which were to affect 
multitudes ; and to stretch over a great 
extent of time ; tor the interpretation given 
to the two dreams, by Joseph, was the 
occasion, -— of his being introduced to 
Pharaoh, for a similar purpose : — of his 
liberation from prison : — of his exaltation 
to power, — of his rescuing his father and 
brethren, from perishing by famine : — and 
of his final settling of them in the land of 
Goshen ; where they, in process of time, 
waxed into a mighty people — 

One of those innumemble affecting little 
circumstances, which are perpetually oc* 
curring in the simple recitals of Scripture ; 
is mentioned with respect to Joseph, after 
he had so favorably interpreted the dream 
of the chief Butler. " Think on me,'* said 
he to him, ^^ when it shall be well with 
" thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, 
*f unto me, and make mention of me unto 
** Pharaoh: and bring me out of this house : 
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*• For indeed I was stolen out of the land 
" of the Hebrews ; and here also have I 
done nothing, that they should put me 
into this dungeon — yet, did not the 
" chief Butler remember Joseph, but forgot 
" bim*'~ 

This is a lamentable instance of ingrati* 
tude ; and would be almost incredible, did 
we not 'frequently feel, in our own inter- 
course with mankind ; and perpetually see, 
in the mutual transactions of our fellow 
men ; examples of this vice (for a dark vice 
it is) as glaring, as the Butler's forgetful- 
ness of Joseph ; and of the obligation, which 
he had conferred upon him, by the inter- 
pretation of his dream. But, we must 
neither be cast down, nor irritated, if we 
fail to meet with a grateful return for 
&vours received. It should rather awaken 
us, to an humiliating sense, of our own deep 
irreligious ingratitude, to God and his 
adorable Son : to " the author and giver 
" of all good,'' who has provided us with 
blessings, more than we could ask or think : 
and, to " the mediator of the New Cove. 
**nant between God and man;" who. 
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** through the blood of the Covenant,'* has 
liberated all penitent souls, from the thral- 
dom of Sin and Hell ; and will enable us, if 
we be good and faithful Servants,, to " stand 
"fast in that liberty, wherewith he hath 
" made us free,*' (while we are in this vale 
of spiritual bondage) and to translate us, 
hereafter, into " the glorious liberty of the 
« Sons of God — ** 



CHAPTER XLI. 

" The world by wisdom knew not God,** 
saith St. Paul to the Corinthians ; (1 Cor. 
i. 21.) in other words, no nation, except 
the Jews, who lived under the dispensation 
of Moses, had any knowledge of the one 
true God ; although some of the most en- 
lightened countries, such as the Egyptians 
in far distant ages ; and Greece and Rome, 
in less remote times ; had attained to con- 
siderable excellence, in many of the elegant, 
as well as the useful, arts of life ; and made 
no mean progress in scientific pursuits. 



CH. XL.I. BOOK OF GENESIS. 187 

But, with all this worldly wisdom, they 
were miserably dark and ignorant, in 
iqnritzMl matters. Their worship, (for 
they had religion, such as it was ;) was paid 
" to stocks and stones j" and their religious 
services, were polluted by the most abomi^ 
nable impurities. But, no nation of the 
ancient Heathen world, appears to have 
been so deeply sunk, in gross and senseless 
Idolatry, as the Egyptians were. Not con- 
tent with imaginary "Gods many, and 
" Lords many ;** they paid their foolish 
adoration, to " beasts and birds and creep- 
" ing things :" and the calf: and the bird 
Ibis : and the serpent : and the beetle : and 
even the onion ; were among the deities, to 
which they bowed down their heads ; and 
offered their sacrifices. But, their super- 
stition was not confined to idolatrous wor- 
ship: they firmly believed in magic and 
witchcraft j in divination : in what we now 
call fortune-telling : in the good and evil 
nioral influence of the heavenly bodies, the 
sun, moon, and stars ; in the gift of predict- 
ing ftiture events; and in the faculty of 
interpreting dreams. Such a varied and 
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extensive superstition, necessarily required 
a multitude of ministers, to fill its officesy 
and to perform its innumerable rites and 
ceremonies: and hence we find, in this 
chapter of Genesis ; that, independently trf 
a numerous priesthood ; the court of £gypt» 
(like that of Babylon, in an after age) en* 
tertained a vast crowd, of magicians and 
wise men : of astrologers : Chaldeans : soodi* 
sayers : and other gross, and impious im- 
postors, of a like description : who pre- 
tended to, and were generally supposed to 
be gifted with, supernatural knowledge; 
imd able, by their incantations and charms, 
to see into futurity, and to predict the 
events of coming times. To this company 
of Jugglers, we find Pharaoh (or the kingy 
as the word signifies) had recourse; in 
order to discover the meaning of two 
dreams, with which he had been visited, in 
the night season ; and which troubled his 
spirit when he awoke. The magicians and 
wise men were, of course, unable to exer- 
cise a prerogative, which belongs only to 
God, and to those who are inspired by 
him : and, probably, the king's wrath, ex- 
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cited by this disappointment ; did more in 
Joseph's favour, than a sense of gratitude 
could do ; and induced the chief Buder, to 
relate to Pharaoh, the circumstances, of 
the dreams of the Baker and himself, while 
in prison; and of Joseph's interpretation 
thereof. The same unfeigned piety and 
deep personal humility, appear in Joseph's 
answer to Pharaoh, on being introduced to 
him, and required to interpret his two 
di*eams, as he had before manifested, in 
complying with the request of the Baker, 
and Butler : " It is not in me : God shall 
" give Pharaoh an answer of peace :" was 
the humble language, in which he re- 
nounced all claim to glory, as far as himsdf 
was concerned; and attributed it, ex- 
clusively, to God. 

TTie period had now arrived, when the 
Almighty was iibout to reward, the religious 
and virtuous behaviour of this tried, but 
faithful Servant. Hitherto, Joseph had 
known little else, save adversity, from his 
earliest youth : the aivy, hatred, and per- 
secution of his brothers: the sorrows of 
davery : the charge of wickedness : the 
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brand of dishonour : and the pains of im- 
prisonment. But, " none of these things '* 
had " moved him ;** because, " the Lord 
«* was with Joseph ;" and had preserved, 
and comforted, and supported him, under 
all his afflictions, troubles, trials, and tempt- 
ations, by his providence and grace ; that, 
in the end, he might bring him to honour : 
and clothe him with mercy on every side — 
not only, as the temporal reward of Joseph's 
righteous conduct ; but, for the accom- 
plishment of his own wonderful purposes ; 
in bringing to pass, all those extraordinary 
events ; of which, the first step was decreed 
to be, Joseph's exaltation to honour in the 
land of Egypt. " And Pharaoh said unto 

Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the 

land of Egypt. 

"And Pharaoh took off his ring from 
** his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand; 
" and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen : 
" and put a gold chain about his neck : 

** And he made him to ride in the second 
"chariot which he had: and they cried 
<< before him, — Bow the knee.'* 

If we enquire the source or cause, of all 
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hese dignities, which now flowed in upon 
;he lately imprisoned and neglected Joseph? 
the sacred text will inform us — it was, (as 
already intimated), not, merely, his inter- 
pretation of Pharaoh's dreams: but, be- 
cause, •^ the Lord was with Joseph '* — for, 
"the young man had found favour in his 
" sight : because, he had remembered his 
** creator in the days of his youth : " and 
still cleaved unto him, in his riper years 
— because, he had afforded to his own 
generation, a bright example of early piety 
and virtue ; and left to succeeding gene- 
rations, and more especially to the young 
and inexperienced, that most useful lesson 
for their conduct in life; that, if faith, and 
piety, and righteousness, shall govern their 
hearts, and rule their actions ; the Lord 
will be with them, as he was with Joseph 
of old ; will sanctify all their doings : and 
** preserve them, in all their ways/' 
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CHAPTER XLll. 

Were we to be told, by any person, on 
whose truth and judgment we could de- 
pend ; that a volume had lately been pub- 
lished, at a low price, but, of infinite value ; 
and whose contents were as entertaining as 
they were instructive ; from the number of 
pleasing and affecting narratives ; wonderful 
Histories; and singular events, which it re- 
lated ; and which were all told, in the most 
beautiful, plain, simple, and sublime lan- 
guage — and if, in addition to lliis inform- 
ation, we were assured, that this volume 
contained a satisfactory account of the cre- 
ation of Man, and of the world which he 
inhabits : that it afforded us, all the infi>rm- 
ation we could reasonably desire ; re- 
specting our origin ; our nature ; and our 
future, and final destination : and that, it 
would, further, teach us, the grand Secret, 
of enjoying satisfaction, comfort, and peace, 
in this world, and happiness in the world 
to come — where is the human being, if 
he had the common gifb of reason ; who 
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would not, purchase that volume^ at any 
cost, with the same eagerness, which the 
jewel merchant in the Gospel, manifested : 
who, " when he had found one pearl of 
" great price, went and sold all that he had 
'* and bought it?*' (Matt. xiii. 46.) 

We shall, none of us, (it may well be be- 
lieved,) venture to deny, that, such a vo- 
lume as this, is the Holy Bible, •^— nor, 
shall we hesitate to own, that, however 
it may be neglected, through our .per- 
verseness; or lightly-esteemed, in conse- 
quence of our familiarity with it, in youth, 
and early life, — it is, notwithstanding, the 
only book in the world; that contains, 
within its sacred pages, not only, " the 
" words of eternal life ;" but, more beau- 
tiful and affecting; more sublime, and 
simple, descriptions ; narratives ; and per- 
sonal, and family histories ; than ever have 
been, or can be produced, under a written 
form, by mere human wit or learning. A nar- 
rative of this description, is related in the 
present, and three succeeding chapters of 
the Book of Genesis — the story of Joseph 
and his brethren — which has always been 
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considered, by those whose judgment may 
be depended upon in such matters ; as a 
perfect example, of touching, and edifying 
domestic history. 

The events recorded in the three or four 
preceding chapters, will have prepared us, 
for the particulars detailed in the present 
chapter. We have seen, that Joseph, ex- 
posed to their dislike, (by the unwise par- 
tiality of his father,) was "hated by his 
brethren," — and sold as a slave by them; 
and condemned to servitude in a foreign 
land : that when, to all appearance, he was 
happily established in Egypt ; he was sud- 
denly cast, (through the vengeance of a 
vicious woman,) into a common prison : 
where, although he had afforded proof of 
his being especially favoured by the Most 
High ; he would probably have passed his 
remaining days; in consequence of the 
base ingratitude of a courtier, on whom he 
had conferred a signal obligation ; had not 
** the Lord, who was with Joseph** in all 
the strange changes and chances of his life, 
decreed, that his sorrows should now 
cease ; and that, the rest of his years 
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should be passed, in prosperity and dig- 
nity. 

The interpretation of Pharaoh's two 
dreamSf by Joseph, was the occasion, or- 
dained by God, for bringing about this 
happy alteration in Joseph's condition : an 
event designed, by infinite wisdom, to in- 
troduce a change still more remarkable, in 
the fortunes of his whole family: and to 
be the commencement of a scheme of Pro- 
vidence, involving the future concerns of 
all mankind. 

The completion of Pharaoh's prophetic 
dream, as far as regarded the JaminCf had' 
now taken place : and Canaan was suffer- 
ing all its horrors. To obtain a supply of 
food for his numerous household, Jacob 
sent his sons into Egypt ; a country, which, 
through Joseph's prudent foresight, had 
com enough and to spare. He, (we are 
told,) " knew his brethren : but they knew 
" not him :" an ignorance easily to be ac- 
counted for, from the number of years, 
which had elapsed, since they had seen 
him ; from his foreign dress ; and altered 
state. We may readily imagine, that there 
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would be a tumult of very different feelings, 
in the bosom of Joseph, when his brethren 
first approached him : — they, who without 
provocation, had maliciously inflicted on 
him, the most cruel treatment ; and been 
the cause of those years of calamity, which 
he had experienced: — and, it cannot be 
doubted, that, in too many of our fallen 
race, the emotion of anger would have 
predominated; and have influenced them^ 
to avenge themselves on their adversaries. 
— Not, so with Joseph — " The Lord was 
" with him** in prosperity ; as in adversity. 
" His grojce was sufficient for him** — 
" Flesh and blood** would struggle hard 
for the mastery ; but Religion triumphed : 
and though '^ he made himself strange unto 
** them ; and spake roughly unto them,** 
it was a demeanour foreign to his real feel- 
ings: and assumed, for the sole purpose, 
of better executing that plan, which he 
had already devised in his mind, for his 
reconciliation with his brethren ; and for 
rendering assistance to the household of his 
father. A part of this plan, was ; their being, 
(apparently,) suspected as ^ie^ ; and their 
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detention in prison for a few days ; that they 
might be " brought to thought ;*' and have 
opportunity and time, to " consider thek 
**ways:"— a design which was not dis- 
appointed : — for it roused their conscience 
into action : "and they said one to an- 
** other, We are verily guilty, concerning 
** our brother'* — " therefore is this dis- 
** tress come upon us.** 

The rest of the incidents related in this 
chapter, are of the most affecting de- 
scription : and we cannot read the simple 
account of Joseph's agitation : — of the re- 
turn of his brethren to their father : — of 
the effect produced upon the aged Patri- 
arch by the intelligence which they brought : 

— of his anguish : remonstrance : and re- 
fusal to part with his youngest son Benja- 
min : — without feeling in our hearts, and 
confessing with our lips — This is the 
Word of God I — 

But a very important point of instruction, 
is conveyed to us, by the effect which the 
imprisonment produced upon the brethren 

— it roused up conscience to its duty — 
** We are verily guilty^ concerning our 
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" brother.** — How happened it, that they 
now became their own accusers ? Nobody, 
throughout Egypt, save themselves, (as 
they thought,) were acquainted with their 
crime, — or, why did they think, that their 
calamity was a visitation on their sinsf 
The answer is couched in a single word— 
Conscience — that watchful principle, 
which we all carry within ourselves : and 
which we can neither silence nor over- 
come — Conscience lifted up its voice, and 
cried aloud. — It brought their mis-deeds 
full before their view j and smote their souk 
with dismay and remorse, at having com- 
mitted them — warning, by the agonized 
feelings of these awakened criminals ; and 
persuading, by the example of their maital 
sufferings, all future generations j to avoid 
the like insupportable distress ; by con- 
stantly exercising themselves, (like the 
Apostle Paul,) to have " a conscience void 
" of offence, towards God^ and towards 
" man.** 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

There is nothing more difficult, than to 
invent a description^ of the deep workings 
of the human heart ; or, of the visible exhi- 
bition, of those emotions, which are excited 
by real heart-felt grief. No writer of fic- 
tion, who ever lived, (for instance,) could 
have imagined such affecting scenes ; or have 
invented such touching speeches, cloathed 
in such artless language ; as we find de- 
scribed, and delivered, in the chapter just 
read. The beautiful picture could be 
drawn, only, from reality; and Truths 
alone, could have furnished the particulars 
of it. 

How natural, in the first place, is the 
distress of Jacob ; and his vexation, at Ju- 
dah's disclosure to Joseph, of his having an- 
other brother : — " Wlierefore dealt ye so 
** Ul with me, as to tell the man whether y^ 
had yet a brother f " As if he had said : 
How could you be so cruelly forgetful of 
** my age and infirmities, which require the 
*^ assistance, and solace, and comfort, of 
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" Benjamin, * the son of my right hand,' 
" and * the staff of my years ; * as to com- 
" municate the fact of another brother, to 
" an unfeeling stranger ; who would be cer- 
" tain to deprive me of this, my only re- 
" maining treasure ? ** The reply of Ju- 
dah also, to this remonstrance of Jacob: 
the " hard consent*' which was " wining*' 
fix)ra the reluctant parent — are all deeply 
pathetic — ^* If it must be so, do this ** — 
*^ take also your brother ; and arise, go 
^' again unto the man. 

"And God Almighty give you mercy 
" before the man : that he may send away 
" your other brother, and Benjamin. If I 
" be bereaved of my children, I am be- 
" reaved." 

The interest of the history, now, (if pos- 
sible,) increases: and must awaken sym- 
pathy, in every heart which is not brutal- 
ized by vice : or hardened by selfishness — 
the natural apprehension, which the bre- 
thren felt, when they were brought into Jo- 
seph's house, that it might be for imme- 
diate punishment ; " because of the money 
" that was returned in their sacks, at the 
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" first time **— their communing with Jo- 
seph's steward ; and their plain, unvar- 
nished account, of the purpose for which 
they had come to Egypt ; and of the disco- 
very of their returned money — their ap- 
proach to Joseph — " bowing themselves 
" to the ground '* — his first and tender en- 
quiry after his aged father — his secret agita- 
tion, when " he lifted up his eyes and saw 
his brother Benjamin, his mother's son*' 
— the blessing which he pronounced upon 
him, ** God be gracious unto thee, my son" 
— his unarticulated emotion, when " he 
" sought where to weep ; and he entered 
" into his chamber, and wept there " — all 
these, shortly, but beautifully, narrated 
circumstances, are so tenderly related ; 
without art: without ornament: without 
comment : without effort — that they must 
not only excite sympathetic feelings, in 
every humane heart ; but convince every 
unprejudiced mind, that every passage of 
the history, bears upon its front, the impe- 
rishable stamp, of imdeniable truth. 

The earnest solicitude which Joseph 
evinces, on the subject of his father : the 
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tender enquiries which he makes, respecting 
his life, and health, and wel&re ; naturally 
engage the thoughts, to dwell, for a short 
time, on the virtues oi filial love^ and filial 
obedience : the duties which the child owes 
to the parent : — Duties suggested by Na- 
ture, and commanded by God. 

One would think, indeed, that, without 
the positive divine law — " Honour thy 
" father and mother, that thy days may be 
'* long in the land, which the Lord thy 
"God giveth thee*' — the son and the 
daughter, would be impelled to love, ho- 
nour, and obey their parents ; both from na- 
tural affection ; and from a sense of the 06- 
ligations^ which they lie under, to these 
nearest of their earthly relatives — for to 
them are they indebted, (under God,) for 
their temporal existence — to tkem are 
they indebted, for sustenance, in in&ncy, 
and protection in childhood — to them are 
they indebted, for guidance in the careless 
hours of youth. — Tim/ have poured in- 
struction into their young minds; and 
taught them the way of peace here, and of 
salvation hereafter. TTieir love has been 
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perfecdy disinterested ; for it had no other 
object, in view; than the best interests and 
happiness of their offspring, in time and 
eternity. Such) and many more such 
claims, to filial love and obedience, from 
the child to the parent ; does the Voice of 
Nature whisper to the mind : but, these 
virtues stand upon a more sacred founda- 
tion, than the voice of Nature : for they 
have, for their performance, the commands 
of God, delivered by the mouths of the 
Prophets, in the Old Testament ; and those 
of Jesus Christ, and his Apostles, in the 
New Testament. And the more power- 
fully to engage the professors of his Gos- 
pel, to fulfil these duties of love, and ho- 
nour, and obedience, to the earthly parent ; 
the Saviour has left to us, his bright and 
blessed example, (as well as his divine pre- 
i^epts — ): for, early in youth, " he went 
** down to Nazareth, and was subject 
" unto his parents : " and, when expiring 
on the cross, he manifested, with his last 
breath, his filial love ; by committing his 
only remaining parent, (his virgin mother,) 
to the care and protection, of his favourite 
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disciple, in these few words/ of tenderness 
and affection : ^' Behold tht mother 1 '' 



CHAPTER XLIV, 

It is the remark of a very learned man, 
who was himself a great writer, and an ex* 
cellent judge ^ of literary composition: — 
^^ We have no example of natural eloquence, 
" equal to the speech of Judah:'* (which 
occupies the greater part of this chapter) — 
** Let it be coM^pared,** says he, " with 
^^ what Josephus has put into the mouth of 
** Judah, upon this occasion ; ** and how 
far is the latter below the scriptural speech, 
in beauty; tenderness; simplicity; and 
pathetic expression I — It is quite worthy, 
indeed, to be remarked upon, not in a sum- 
mary, but in a particular manner. 

We find, from the earlier part of the 
chapter, that, in order to execute the plan 
which Joseph had formed, of discovering 
himself to his brethren ; it was necessary, 
to prevent their immediate return to 
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Canaan : he therefore commanded his 
steward, as soon as they had compleated 
their purchase of corn ; to secrete his mas- 
ter's divining cup^ in the mouth of Benja- 
min's sack. This goblet was considered by 
the Eg3rptians, (who wallowed in senseless 
superstition,) as a most precious article ; 
endowed with a power, of indicating things 
past, present, and to come : though we may 
feel assured, that Joseph did not attribute 
the slightest virtue to it : as he had before 
declared to Pharaoh, that such knowledge 
was, exclusively, confined to the omni- 
science of God. The steward discovered 
the cup in Benjamin's sack : and the bre- 
thren returned to Joseph's house, in dismay 
and agony : for, they had not only denied, 
having the cup in their possession: but, 
had voluntarily proposed ; that, should it be 
found in the sack of either of them ; the. 
fraudulent brother should die ; and the 
others, become the bondmen of the de- 
frauded person. How deeply affecting 
must the scene now have been, in the Hall 
of Joseph I How hard his struggle, to con- 
ceal the emotions which agitated his 
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bosom : when he assumed a sternness of 
manner, so foreign to his feeling^, towards 
the agonized supplicants : when he re- 
monstrated with them on their ingratitude : 
and announced to them, his determination, 
to retain Benjamin, in perpetual slavery; 
and to send his brethren to their father. 
How do all descriptions of fictitioits woe^ 
sink into tameness, before this vivid picture 
of real grief! — What, for instance, can 
equal the burst of Judah^s affecting elo- 
quence; when, on approaching his unknown 
brother, and prostrating himself on the 
ground, he exclaims, in agony of spirit — 
•• What shall we say unto my Lord ? What 
** shall we speak? or, how shall we clear 
** ourselves ? Ood hath found out the ini- 
" quitj/ of thy servants : behold we are my 
" Lord^s servants, both we, and he also, 
** with whom the cup is found : " and how 
must the affectionate heart of Joseph, have 
been moved within him, after he had pro- 
nounced the perpetual slavery of Benjamin ; 
when Judah resumed his pathetic intreaQr, 
for the liberation of the lad — when he 
detailed, simply and honestly, the circum- 
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Stances which had attended Benjamin's 
accompanying his brethren into Egypt : — 
when he stated the impossibility, of his going 
again to his father, without the lad; — 
and offered himself, in lieu of Benjamin, to 
be a bondman, to Joseph, for life. — Attend, 
once more, to a few passages of this pathetic 
address. 

" We have a father : an old man : and 
'^ a child of his old age, a little one : and 
^* his brother is dead : and he alone is left 
" of his mother : and his father loveth 
" him : 

** And thy servant my father said unto 
" us. You know that my wife bare me two 

« 

** sons : 

" And the one went out from me, and I 
** said. Surely he is torn in pieces, and I saw 
" him not since : 

" And if ye take this also from me, and 
" mischief befall him, ye shall bring down 
" my grey hairs with sorrow to the grave.'* 

** Now therefore I pray thee let thy ser- 
*^ vant abide, instead of the lad, a bond- 
" man to my Lord : and let the lad go up 
" with his brethren. 
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" For how shall I go up to my &Aher, 
" and the lad be not with me ? Lest per- 
'' adventure, I see the evil, that shall come 
" on my father/' 

Assuredly, it would be impossible, for 
the parent, or the child, in whom the affec- 
tions and feelings of the human heart, had 
not entirely lost their freshness ; to listen 
to such moving passages as these, without 
participating (in some measure) the agita- 
tion of Joseph, and the deep grief, of his 
guilty, but now penitent, brethren. 

There is, however, one paragraph, in this 
moving speech of Judah*s, which presents 
itself to the Christian's notice, as well de- 
serving his particular attention : it is his 
candid confession, of God's discovery of the 
brethren's sin — " God hath found out the 
" iniquity of thy servants." 

Of the awful truth, conveyed in the 
Psalmist's grand description, of the universal 
knowledge of the Almighty : of the impos- 
sibility of the most concealed action being 
hidden from his eye : or the most secret 
thought from his omniscience ; we are all 
ready to confess our belief. 
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*• O Lord I thou hast searched me out, 
*^ and known me : thou knowest my down- 
** sitting and my up-rising : thou under- 
** standest my thoughts long before. 

" Thou art about my path, and about 
** my bed, and spiest out all my ways. 

" Whither shall I go then from thy Spirit: 
" or whither shall I go khen from thy 
** presence? 

" If I climb up into heaven thou art there ; 
" if I go down into hell, thou art there 
" also. 

•* If I take the wings of the morning, 
" and remain in the uttermost parts of the 
** sea : 

" Even there also shall thine hand lead 
" me, and thy right hand shall hold me. — 

" The darkness is no darkness with thee, 
** but the night is as clear as the day : the 
" darkness and light to thee are both alike." 
(Psalm cxxxix. 1, 2, 3, 4. 6, 7> 8.) 

But, alas I although these sentiments are 
professed to be entertained by every man ; 
how many are those, who deny, in their 
conduct, what they appear to believe in 
their hearts, and actually acknowledge 
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with their lips : How many, who, availing 
themselves of secrecy, and solitude, and 
silence, are guilty of greater crimes, or 
smaller " faults ;" satisfied, if they be not 
observed by the eye of a fellow-creature : 
but forgetting, that the divine eye, which 
** neither slumbers nor sleepeth,*' is, at that 
moment, upom the thought of their heart, 
and the act of their hand — that "God 
" hath found out their iniquity : '* and 
though they may escape from the judgment 
of man ; there is a more dreadful tribunal, 
at which they must appear ; and where they 
must be condemned — for, inspiration hath 
declared, " God shall bring every work into 
*^ judgment: with every secret thing; 
" whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil." (Eccles. xii, 14.) 



CHAPTER XLV. 

It is quite a relief to the mind, to have 
arrived at that period in the history of Jo- 
seph, when we can tuni from situations of 
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deep distress; to scenes of jojrfiil surprize: 
of restored peace : and unlooked for hap- 
piness. Many circumstances, indeed, still 
occur in the narrative, greatly to interest 
the feelings: but, they are not painful 
ones: and our sympathy is now called 
upon, to exercise itself, in the case of a 
comforted father ; in that of repentant and 
forgiven brethren : and of a son, enjoying 
the rich reward of filial love ; in providing 
for, protecting, comforting, and nourishing, 
the last years of a beloved and venerable 
parent : from whose society he had been 
long, and, apparently, finally, banished. 

It has been well observed, by an accom- 
plished biblical commentator, that Joseph's 
discovery of himself to his brethren, was 
not intended to have, as yet, taken place : 
for, in that case, he would have taken care, 
that no person should have been present ; 
save them and himself. But, quite over- 
come by his natural feelings, he could no 
longer restrain them ; and so afiecting is 
the whole of this scene, that, although it be 
well known before hand : yet, few persons, 
(it should seem,) would be able to peruse 
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the account of it, attentively, without con- 
siderable emotion. It is no marvel, that 
Joseph's brethren were not able to answer 
him : for never, surely, could astonishment 
be greater than theirs ; when the wonder- 
ful fact first burst upon them — that the 
brother, whom they had wickedly sold for 
a slave, should be found in circumstances 
of such splendour and power ; and that 
they were now, in their turn, compleatly 
at his mercy. What could they reason- 
ably expect, save stern rebuke, if not ex- 
emplary punishment ? But, how must this 
astonishment have been increased, when 
they saw this injured brother ** weeping 
" aloud : *' and heard themselves addressed 
by him, in these terms, not only of forgive- 
ness, but of fervent fraternal affection: 
*^ Come near me, I pray you ; I am Joseph, 
** your brotheTj whom ye sold into Egypt : 
" now therefore be not grieved, nor angry 
** with yourselves^ that ye sold me hither ; 
" for God did send me before you, to pre- 
** serve life.^* 

How kind, how delicate, was this apo- 
logy, which he made for the poor culprits 
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before him ; smitten to the dust, with a 
consciousness of then* enormous wicked- 
ness ; and trembling, with a well-grounded 
apprehension, of deserved retribution I 
Great as Joseph has already appeared, in 
every situation of trial ; and in every 
change of fortune ; there is no one, in 
which his character shines out with greater 
lustre, than when he speaks pardon, peace, 
and love, to his once unnatural, but now 
deeply penitent brethren I 

Most gratifying is the sight, of a heart, 

not robbed of its natural feelings, and 

milder virtues, by the bewitching charms 

of power, riches, and splendour. Like 

Moses, in an after age, Joseph had lived in 

an Egyptian court, without being spoiled 

by it ; and filial affection, was a virtue as 

fresh in his heart now, as when he tended 

his father's sheep in Canaan. The earnest* 

ness of his enquiries, after this venerable 

parent : the provision which he made for 

his future comfort, by procuring for him 

the fruitful land of Goshen, for his resi- 

dence : the tender message which he sent 

to him : the kisses which he gave to his 
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brethren ; and the tears which he shed on 
the neck of Benjamin — all unite to exalt 
the character of Joseph, to an eminence in 
piety and virtue, rarely reached by mortal 
man. It is not to be marvelled at, that, 
the recital of all these affecting circum- 
stances to Jacob, on the return of the bre- 
thren to Canaan, should overwhelm, for a 
time, the aged Patriarch ; "his heart 
" fainted : *' but, when the truth of the 
marvellous tale, was forced upon him, by 
the sight of the Egyptian waggons, " his 
** spirit revived." 

" And Israel said, It is enough : Joseph 
** my son is yet alive : I will go and see 
" him before I die." 

But, the sacred narrative affords to us an 
instance of Joseph's wisdom and prudence; 
as well as a beautiful trait of his brotherly 
affection ; in the few words of advice^ 
which he addresses to them, in his parting 
speech — a monition applicable, at all times, 
under all circumstances, and to all travel* 
lers on the road of life : but, more espe- 
cially so, to those, who have lately entered, 
or are just entering, upon the crowded, try- 



CH. XJLV. BOOK OF GENESIS. 215 

iflg, and dangerous path : — •* See, that " ye 
fill not out by the way." — A few remarks 
on this sage counsel, may not be useless. 

The direction is in few words : but, we 
may assure ourselves, that, upon our observ- 
ance of it, depend, in a great measure, our 
comfort and peace, here ; and our prepara- 
tion for happiness hereafter. Like the 
brethren of Joseph, we are all fellow-tra- 
vellers : ^nd, though there be this difference 
between us — that their journey was only 
for a few weeks ; whereas ours will endure 
as long as life lasts — that their destination 
was to an earthly Canaan, and ours to a 
heavenly one — yet, the means of securing 
a safe and prosperous journey, to both ; 
were, and are, precisely the same: and 
must be sought for, and obtained, in ob- 
serving the truly evangelical rule— ^** See, 
" that ye fall not out by the way." It is 
true, indeed, that occasions of dissatisfac- 
tion and quarrel with our fellow-travellers, 
will perpetually occur, during our journey 
through life — we shall find, as we proceed 
on the road, that we are often in the com- 
pany, of persons of different dispositions. 
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opinions, pursuits, and habits, to our own ; 
whose tempers are sour; and whose be- 
haviour is unkind or disagreeable : but, 
if we be desirous of ** seeing good days," as 
long as the journey continues ; and inherit- 
ing rest, when it is concluded ; through th e 
mercy of God, in Christ Jesus, who was 
himself, " meek and lowly of heart : " we 
must ** not fall out by the way : " but 
strive, (with the assistance of the divine 
grace,) to preserve such a Christian temper 
in ourselves : and to follow such a Christian 
conduct towards othersy as may, at least, 
ensure calmness and peace to our own 
" inner man ;" if it do not bring those 
around us, by the charm of our example, 
to a better disposition of mind, and to a 
more Christian course of behaviour: — 
ever bearing in our recollection, and con- 
scientiously applying it, as a rule of our 
conduct : — not only the wise admonition 
of Joseph ; but, the sacred command of 
our blessed Lord to his disciples : ^* have 
" salt" (purity and discretion) ** in your- 
" selves ; and have peace, one with an- 
« other.** (Mark, ix. 50.) 
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CHAPTER XLVI. & XLVIIJ 

The larger portion of the 46th chap, of 
Genesis, is occupied, by the names of the 
children of Jacob, who went with him into 
Egypt ; after he had been encouraged, to 
go down thither, in the visions of the 
night, by the Almighty; who, not only 
promised to protect him, in his journey; 
but, predicted the marvellous event, of his 
being made, in that country, " a great na- 
tion." It also records, (with perfect beauty, 
simplicity, and feeling,) the meeting be- 
tween the long- lost Joseph, and his lately- 
despairing father — their mutual tears, and 
kisses : the son's filial reverence ; and affec- 
tion : and the parent's ecstasy and blessing. 

The 47th chap, carries on the interesting 
history ; and introduces Jacob to the pre- 
sence of Pharaoh. 

Joseph, we find, had counselled his 
brethren ; when the King of Egypt should 
enquire of them ; " What is your occu- 
" pation ?" that they should answer : " Thy 
" servants' trade hath been about cattle, 

L 
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** from our youth even until now; both 
" we, and also our fathers*' — an answer, 
which told the truth, though, perhaps, 
not the whole truth ; but, which Joseph's 
caution suggested ; lest his brethren should 
alarm, or disgust Pharaoh ; by saying 
** they were shepherds :" for " every shep- 
" herd," the sacred text says, " is an 
" abomination unto the Egyptians :" a 
hatred which had originated, from their 
country having been conquered, in a former 
age, by a nation of shepherds ; who appear 
to have dwelt in its neighbourhood; and 
whose kings sat for some time on the throne 
of Egypt. It should seem, however, that 
it was not necessary, for the brethren of 
Joseph, to use this cautious language : for, 
when questioned by Pharaoh, on this point, 
they unreservedly answered : " Thy ser- 
" vants are shepherds;" and immediately 
requested, that they might be placed in the 
land of Goshen ; as furnishing good " pas- 
" ture for their JlocksJ^ The request was 
granted ; and Jacob was introduced, by Jo- 
seph, to the King of Egypt. The interview 
between them, furnishes matter for serious 
thought. " And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, 
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" How old art thou ? And Jacob said 
" ,unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of 
"my pilgrimage, are an hundred and 
" thirty years : few and evil have the days 
" of the years of my life been ; and have 
" not attained unto the days of the years 
" of the life of my fathers ; in the days of 
" their pilgrimage/* 

The remaining part of the chapter, ex- 
hibits Joseph to us under a new character : 
certainly, neither so interesting, nor so 
amiable an one, as those lights in which 
we have hitherto regarded him — as a 
cruelly-used youth — an uncomplaining 
outcast — a religious young man — a 
faithful domestic — a patient captive — 
a virtuous courtier — a forgiving brother 
— and a devoted son. He is now to be 
considered, as a sagacious politician ; not 
only exercising a wise foresight, in pro- 
viding for the wants of a nation, about to 
be visited by a grievous famine : but 
making this visitation, the means of placing 
the people of Egypt, their property, lands 
and persons, under the despotic rule of 
Pharaoh : or, in other words, of making 

L 2 



220 EXPOSITIONS OF THE CH.XLVI. 

the King an absolute monarch ; and re- 
ducing the nation to perfect slavery. To 
us, perhaps, who are blessed with the high 
privilege, of living under a free and mild 
form of government ; and who enjoy the 
blessing of impartial laws, and equal rights ; 
this proceeding of Joseph, may appear, at 
first sight, to be more cunning than up- 
right ; as if he had been regardless of the 
happiness of the people ; and intent, only, 
on the aggrandizement of the monarch: 
but, it must be recollected, that the cha- 
racter of the Eastern nations of the world, 
appears to be better suited to a despotic^ 
than to any other form of government; 
and that, such has been their political 
situation, from the earliest times — and 
that it further appears, the people of Egypt 
acceded, without reluctance, to the terms 
on which they were supplied with corn — 
that they uttered no complaint against 
Joseph, whilst they were engaged in the 
extraordinary barter : and no dissatis&ction, 
when it was concluded. The lives of 
themselves ; their households ; and their 
little ones, were saved ; and they were 
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thankful: the fixed tribute they were to 
pay to the King, was only a fifth part of 
the produfct of their lands : and they were 
grateful. 

One of the most striking passages in the 
chapter we are considering, is the melan- 
choly reply of the aged Jacob, to Pharaoh's 
enquiry : How old art thou ? ** Few and 
" evil," answered the Patriarch, " have the 
" days of the years of my life been.'* Al- 
though he had attained the age of ISO 
years ; yet, his days were few^ when com- 
pared with the more lengthened lives of his 
ancestors : and though his possessions were 
large, and his descendants numerous ; yet 
his days had been evil ; from the misfor- 
tunes he had suffered : the disappointments 
he had met with : the sorrows he had en- 
dured : and the changes and chances he 
had undergone. 

Although the same character of human 
life would, doubtless, be given by many an 
aged sojourner in this troublesome world ; 
yet, blessed be God, such is not universally 
the case : since many aged, dear children 
of God, may be found, who are experi- 

L 3 



2@2 EXPOSITIONS OF THE CH.XLVin. 

encing and acknowledging life, to be a 
blessing : and yet are ready to say with 
old Simeon, ** Lord, now lettest thou thy 
" servant depart in peace : for mine eyes 
" have seen thy salvation." It has been 
often observed, that a virtuous youth, will, 
(generally speaking) make a happy, or, at 
least, a peaceful, old age : and if Jacob's 
early years had passed without those de- 
partures from equity, and truth — the un- 
just purchase of the birth-right ; and the 
robbery of the final blessing — we may well 
believe ; that the evils of his daifs would 
have been greatly lessened, if not entirely 
precluded j for we have the assurance of 
inspiration to that effect : — " Keep Inno- 
" cency ; and take heed unto the thing 
^* that is right : and that shall bring a man 
" peace at the last/' (Ps. xxxvii. v. 38.) 



CHAPTER XLVIIL 



The seenes presented to us in this chapter, 
are of a very affecting description. Jacobi 
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we find from the preceding one, had now 
lived in the land of Egypt 17 years; 
which brought him to the lengthened age 
of 147 years. He was aware, that the time 
of his departure from that world, which to 
to him had been a world of trouble and 
sorrow ; was now, near at hand : and he 
had exacted a solemn promise, (confirmed 
by path) from Joseph, that he would not 
bury him in Egypt ; but carry him thence, 
and bury him in the burymg-place of his 
fathers. The present chapter begins with 
an intimation, that Jacob's speedy disso- 
lution might now be expected: and that 
Joseph, anxious for the Patriarch's dying 
blessing upon his two sons, Manasseh and 
Ephraim ; presented himself, and them, be* 
side the sick bed of his venerable parent. 
A remarkable circumstance, we are told, 
here took place. " And Israel (or Jacob) 
beheld Joseph's sons, and said. Who are 
these ? For his eyes were dim, so that he 
could not see." Joseph explained to him 
who they were : which called forth a beau- 
tiful and pious expression of gratitude to 
the Almighty, from the enfeebled Patriarch : 
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** I had not thought to see thy face ; and 
** lo, God, hath shewed me also thy seed.^ 
Joseph then presented his children to his 
father, to receive his blessing: Ephraim, 
the younger, in his right hand, towards 
Israel's left hand : and Manasseh in his left 
hand, towards Israel's right hand; doubt* 
less with the intention, that Manasseh, bis 
first born, should not only be honoured^ by 
the imposition of the right hand, rather than 
the left : but, that he should inherit, that 
larger portion of the blessing, which was 
supposed to be conveyed to the person 
blessed, by the use of the right hand, (the 
more honourable of the two) in the office 
of benediction. Dim, and enfeebled as 
Jacob was, he distinguished between the 
two youths ; and, as the sacred text tells 
us, " guiding his hands wittingly ;** he 
placed the right one upon Ephraim's 
head, and the left upon Manasseh's; cer- 
tainly, not without a divine impulse ; for it 
is sufficiently clear, that the patriarchal 
blessings were suggested by the Holy 
Ghost : they being inanifestly predictive, 
not only of the personal, individual, for- 
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I. 

tunes, of the object blessed ; but, of mani* 
fold, future, collateral events, in which he 
was not immediately, or personally, con- 
cerned. And such was the character of 
Jacob's present benediction : for it appears, 
from subsequent parts of the Sacred His* 
tory, that the tribe of Ephraim, was much 
more considerable, than that of Manasseh : 
though the latter exceeded in numbers. 
Ephraim also made a conspicuous figure in 
the revolt of Israel from Judah, in the time 
of Rehoboam, the son of Solomon ; being 
the first, and principal, of the ten tribes 
which separated themselves from the house 
of David. The supposed mistake of Jacob, 
in the imposition of his hands, would fain 
have been rectified by Joseph ; who men- 
tioned the error to his father } but, *' the 
** thing was of God :** " I know it, my son : 
** I know it :" " he also shall become a 
people : and he also shall be great : but, 
truly his younger brother shall be greater 
*^ than he : and his seed shall become a 
** multitude of nations.** 

The conclusion of this interview between 
Jacob, and Joseph, with his two sons, is 
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very striking. '* And Israel said unto 
'' Joseph : Behold I die I but God shall 
" be with you, and bring you into the land 
" of your fathers :" a prophetical speech, 
which was fulfilled to a letter ; when Jo- 
seph's bones were carried from Egypt, by 
his posterity ; as they quitted, with a high 
hand, the land of their long bondage. 

But, the most remarkable expression, in 
Jacob's speech to Joseph, is the simple an- 
nouncement of his expected speedy de- 
cease, — "Behold I I die;" — which well 
deserves a few remarks. It is an observ- 
able circumstance, in the history of those 
aged good men, of the old time — the 
Scripture Patriarchs — that the thought of 
approaching death, gave no disturbance 
to their minds : and that the very act 
of dying (as far as we learn), was not 
deformed, either by convulsive bodily 
struggle : or mental alarm. " The king of 
" terrors *' had no terrors for them. They 
had seen his approach without dismay: 
and when he did arrive — like Jacob, (in a 
subsequent chapter) " bowing upon the 
** top of his staff,** — they calmly expired. 
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It is natural for us to enquire (with Nico- 
demus), "how can these things be?" — 
Whence came it, that the fathers of old, to 
ivhom Christ and his blessings were known 
only through prophecy : should sit so loose 
to the world, and its charms ; while Chris- 
tians of the present day, who (one would 
suppose) have so. much more reason than 
they had, to be weaned from the world ; 
and to welcome death, as the gate of im- 
mortality; should, (generally speaking) as 
the apostle writes, (Hebrews, xi. 13.) "be 
'• all their life long, through fear of death, 
*' subject to bondage?" But, the same 
Apostle, will answer the enquiry. — He tells 
us ; that a lively, sound, practical faith, 
produced that blessed effect — a full assur- 
ance, of the accomplishment of the divine 
promise, made to our first parents; that 
** the seed of the woman should crush the 
"serpent's head:'* and repeated to Abra- 
ham, and his immediate descendants; in 
the cheering declaration ; that, in their 
progeny, "all the nations of the earth 
"should be blessed." In this "faith," 
these holy men "all died:" "not having 
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** received the promises } but having 3een 
^Uhem afar off: and were persuaded of 
'* them : and embraced them : and con- 
^* fessed they were strangers and pilgrims 
^^upon earth J '* leaving an example to 
us» who live under Christ's bright and 
blessed revelation, of ^^ life and immortality ; 
" that we may (in this respect) follow their 
" steps : " and, by the operation of a true, 
evangelical &ith, upon our hearts and lives 
— a faithf working by love — by piety 
and obedience, towards God ; and by cha- 
rity and good- will towards man — we may, 
when it shall please God to call us from 
this world of sin and sorrow ; meet " the 
*' last Enemy,*' not " with fear and trem- 
" bling : " but, with an approach to that 
blessed peace, and hope, and confidence, 
which St. Paul experienced, when he 
exclaimed, ** O Death I where is thy 
** Sting ? O Grave I where is thy Vic- 
"tory? — Thanks be to God, who giveth 
** us the victory : through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." (1 Cor. xv. 55—57.) 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

We have just heard a chapter of a very 
remarkable character: full of wonderful 
prophecy ; doubtless suggested by the Holy 
Grhost, to the spirit of Jacob, which was 
now about to quit its earthly tabernacle : 
and to join itself with "the spirits of just 
** men made perfect : '* in the tabernacle 
*< not made with hands eternal in the hea- 
" vens/' The scene which the chapter de- 
scribes, is a solemn and affecting one : the 
Patriarch, upon his death-bed, — his mind, 
bright as the morning-star, with the illu- 
mination of the Holy Spirit, — his heart, 
«*not shrinking; nor of aught afraid,''— 
his trust, and hope, and confidence, fixed 
on God, — his faith unquenched, and 
unquenchable, by the icy hand of Death ; 
which was now pressing upon him, — his 
sons, gathered together before him, to re- 
ceive his final directions, and last blessing : 
now, happily, in harmony j displaying the 
picture of fraternal affection, so beautifully 
painted by the sweet singer of Israel : — 
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"Behold I how good and joyful a thing 
"it is for brethren to dwell together in 
" unity/' 

" It is like the precions ointment 
" upon the head, that ran down unto the 
" beard : even to Aaron's beard ; and 
" went down to the skirts of his cloth- 
" ing : 

" Like as the dew of Hermon, which fell 
" upon the hill of Sion/* (Psalm cxxxiii.) 

It is painful to reflect, how much some 
of the sons of Jacob had disgraced them- 
selves; during the earlier part of their 
lives. We may charitably hope, indeed, 
that their consciences; which had been 
called into action, by Joseph's determin- 
ation to have Benjamin brought to him ; 
had excited a thorough repentance in their 
hearts, for all their former misdeeds : but 
it was not to be expected, that those gross 
transgressions, of Reuben ; Simeon ; and 
Judah ; should pass without censure, in the^ 
predictive, last speech, of the expiring 
Patriarch. The reproof must have stung 
Reuben to the heart, when his father com- 
pared what he ought to have been, as his 
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first-bom, with what he actually had been ; 

and added the prediction ; that he would 

be as weak and unsettled, as water — one 

of the most unstable of elements : nor 

would Simeon and Levi be less abashe.d, 

when Jacob denounced their cruelty to the 

Shechemites ; and predicted, their being 

dispersed among the other tribes, in these 

solemn terms : " Simeon and Levi are 

" brethren : instruments of cruelty are in 

" their habitations. 

" O my soul ; come not thou into their 
" secret ; unto their assembly, mine honour, 
" be not thou united. 

** Cursed be their anger, for it was 
** fierce : and their wrath, for it was cruel : 
" I will divide them in Jacob ; and scatter 
" them in Israel.*' How remarkably this 
prediction of the division of the Levites 
among the other tribes, was fulfilled ; ap- 
pears from the whole history of the an- 
cient Jews. 

It is a circumstance to be observed, that 
the names of the sons of Jacob, were ex- 
pressive, or illustrative, of the character of 
themselves ; and of the future fortunes of 
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tbeir descendants; and a comparison of 
those names, with the respective histories 
of the several brethren, will sufficiently 
prove ; that all these announcements were 
given in the spirit of prophecy: but the 
two most remarkable of these were those 
pronounced upon Joseph and Judah. The 
similitude of the former to a plant ; and the 
allusion of the cruelty of his brethren to 
him, are very beautiful — ** Joseph is a 
" fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by 
** a well : whose branches run over the 
" wall. 

*' The archers have sorely grieved him ; 
^' and shot at him : and hated him ; but his 
" bow abode in strength.*' 

But, the recompence of his sufferings; 
and the reward of his exemplary piety, firm 
faith, and unyielding virtue, was to be 
gre^at : even, " the blessing of the Al- 
" mighty," who should bless him " with 
" blessings of Heaven above : with bless- 
" ings of the deep that lieth under : and 
*^ blessings of the breasts, and of the 
** womb." 

But the words spoken by Jacob of Judah, 
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are still more interesting and wonderful ; 
since they contain an illustrious prediction, 
of the appearance, in the flesh, of the Mes- 
siah — the Lord Jesus Christ : who fulfilled, 
by his manifestation, not only this promise 
of " the Star of Jacob," rising upon a be- 
nighted world; but, at the same time, 
performed, to the full, the original promise, 
also, made to our first parents after their 
fall from innocence — of the future coming 
of the " seed of the woman,*' who should 
bruise the serpent's head : or, in St. John's 
words, " destroy the works of the devil;" 
and redeem a condemned world. The pro- 
phetic words uttered by Jacob, in his. 
speech to Judah, are these : " The Sceptre 
" shall not depart from Judah, nor a Law- 
" giver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
" come : and unto him, shall the gathering 
" of the people be : " and this marvellous 
foretelling, came to pass, with wonderful 
exactness; — in the advent of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, the promised 
Shiloh, (or sent) — in the conquest and dis- 
persion of the Jews by the Romans ; — and 
in ** the gathering," or conversion, of the 
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Gentiles, unto the Religion of Christ;— 
events, which, some ages afterwards, were 
foreseen and predicted, in another pro- 
phecy, but to the same effect, by Balaam, 
in the presence of Balak king of Moab» 
" I shall see him, but not now: — I shall 
^^ behold him, but not nigh : there shall 
" come a Star out of Jacob ; and a sceptre 
'^ shall arise out of Israel ; — out of Jacob 
** shall come he that shall have dominion/' 
(Numbers, xxiv. 17.) It is surely, impos* 
sible, to contemplate these wonders of 
prophecy, and the circumstances of their 
exact completion ; without feeling the ad* 
miration and adoration, expressed by St. 
Paul, when he had been describing, the 
riches of the goodness and glory of God : — 
" O the depth of the Riches, both of the 
" Wisdom and Knowledge of God ! How 
^* unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
'* ways past finding out* 

" For who hath known the mind of the 
'* Lord r and who hath been his counsellor ? 

" For of him : and through him : and 
*^ to him ; are all things : to whom be 
" glory for ever. Amen.'* 
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CHAPTER L. 

W]6 have now closed the Book of Gene- 
sis ; and, in the conclusion of its last chap- 
ter, have heard the particulars, of the final 
scene, in the life of the Patriarch Joseph : 
who — having delivered a solemn prophecy 
to his brethren, of the eventual restoration 
of their descendants, to the Land of Ca- 
naan -— and having exacted a promise, that 
those descendants, should, on their de- 
parture from Egypt, carry up his bones 
from thence — bade farewell to the world 
and its concerns, with the simple expres- 
sion, with which Jacob, his father, breathed 
out his spirit: "I die** — leaving behind 
him, one of the brightest characters, of 
those many illustrious ones, of which men- 
tion is made in Holy Writ. In the course 
of his most beautiful history, (which, for 
ages, has been the admiration of the wise, 
the learned, and the good,) we have beheld 
Joseph in many, and very diflPerent situa- 
tions : and have seen him, pious, virtuous, 
and faithful, in all. We have accompanied 
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him through "evil report; and good re- 
" port ; " but have not found him, com- 
plaining under the one ; or puffed up by 
the other. We are now called upon to 
witness the temporal reward of his good ; 
and useful ; and benevolent life ; in a 
peaceful death : in a calm, and composed 
entrance upon his journey, to that land, 
" where the wicked cease from troubling, 
" and the weary be at rest : " — for " the 
" righteous hath hope in his death :*' and, 
" great peace have they who love the 
^* Lord ; *' both in time and eternity. 

But, before it was his privilege to " de- 
" part hence and be no more seen ;'* Joseph 
had some final offices of piety, virtue, and 
loving kindness, to fulfill. He had already 
smoothed the dying pillow ^ of his de- 
ceased father : he was now called upon, to 
perform the last sad duty imposed upon 
filial affection ; to consign the remains of 
the lost parent, to the tomb. He had also 
to quiet the fears of his alarmed brethren ; 
(who, naturally enough, dreaded his dis- 
pleasure, now that Jacob was removed;) 
by re-assuring them of his forgiveness: 
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and lessening their deep remorse, for their 
cruel beliaviour to him ; by repeating, 
what he had already said, " Ye thought 
<' evil against me : but God meant it. unto 
*< good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, 
** to save much people alive. Now, there- 
** fore, fear ye not : I will nourish you, and 
•* vour little ones. And he comforted 
" them ; and spake kindly unto them." 
A like evidence of a tender, affectionate, 
and amiable spirit, was manifested by Jo- 
seph, in the chamber of his departed sire ; 
when " he fell upon his father's face, and 
•• wept upon him : and kissed him : '*— 
and, of his sacred obedience to Jacob's 
dying " charge,'* to be buried " in the 
** cave that is in the field of Machpelah ; " 
he gave the most satisfactory proof— by 
ordering the immediate embalming of the 
corpse : by obtaining Pharaoh's permission, 
to remove it to Canaan : by directing a 
numerous procession of attendants, to ac- 
company it — (the servants of Pharaoh : 
the elders of his house : and all the elders 
of the land of Egypt : and all the house 
of Joseph ; and his brethren : and his 
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father's house) — and, by a mourniog, be- 
fore the interment, with " a great and very 
" sore lamentation,** for the term of seven 
days. 

On this violent expression of grief for 
the dead; and on Joseph's burial in 
Egypt ; his direction for the removal of 
his remains from thence, and of the actual 
carrying of them away by Moses, (Exod. 
xiii. 19.) it may be useful to make a few 
observations : — adverting first, to the 
burial of Joseph in Egypt. Of the exact 
spot, and manner of his interment. Scripture 
makes no mention ; but, conjecture, per- 
haps, may be offered on the subject, with- 
out impropriety. 

It is well known, from the accounts of 
numerous, and most credible travellers, 
in Egypt ; that many vast buildings, called 
Pyramids^ are scattered through tiie land ; 
which have been satis&ctorily ascertained, 
to be places of ancient sepulchre ; but, of 
such deep antiquity, that their origin was 
unknown, three and twenty hundred years 
ago. Of those pyramids near Cairo (the 
principal city of Egypt), one is of surpassing 
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magnitude : and it certainly would not be 
an absurd supposition, to imagine, that this 
might, possibly y be the temporary receptacle 
of the embalmed body of Joseph. The 
high honour which he had obtained in that 
country, would ensure sufficient labourers 
for the construction of such a vast pile — 
the anxiety of the descendants of Joseph, 
to secure his remains, till their removal 
into Canaan, would explain its prodigious 
strength — and the wish, and practice, of 
the Egyptians, to preserve the embalmed 
bodies of their deceased kings and great 
men ; would induce them, afterwards, to 
adopt the practice, of building the same 
sort of well-secured receptacles for their 
dead ; and thus account, for the numerous 
smaller Pyramids, which are found in several 
parts of Egypt. 

It may be useful, also, to offer (in con- 
clusion,) a few observations on the exces*^ 
sive grief, and " the great and very sore 
" lamentation," with which the Hebrews 
and Egyptians deplored the death, and 
accompanied the burial, of the deceased 
Jacob. 
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To mourn the loss of those we love; 
and whose society has formed the chief 
blessing of our life ; is natural, and, to a 
certain extent, allowable: but, grief for 
such privations, may become, not only 
irrational, but even culpable. The nations 
who lived before the manifestation of Christ 
in the flesh ; and those unconverted Gen- 
tiles, who, as yet, *^ sit in darkness and the 
" shadow of death :*' have ever been, and 
still are, excessive in their expression of 
grief, on the decease of their relatives ; 
and strange, and frequently cruel, are the 
ceremonies which they observe, at the in- 
terment of them. — Having no hope be- 
yond the grave: and considering their 
beloved connections as lost to them for 
ever, when they are hidden within its nar- 
row space ; it is natural, and perhaps, ex- 
cusable; that they should cling to the 
memory of the deceased, by a lengthened 
*• mourning and very sore lamentation:" 
and be expensive or fantastic, in the ho- 
nours paid to their remains. But, in those, 
who have been blessed with, and enlight- 
ened by, the gospel of Christ, all such ex- 



CH. L. BOOK OF GENESIS. S41 

cessive and long-continued grief; and all 
ostentatious exhibitions of it ; are entirely 
unbecoming. We " have not so learned 
** Christ.'* We have been taught, concern- 
ing those which are asleep, " not to sorrow 
*• even as others without hope;** for, **if 
" we believe that Jesus died and rose 
^' again; even them also which sleep in 
** Jesus, will God bring with him.** It is, 
verily, expedient, that the loss of our be- 
loved ones, should awaken us to thought : 
urge us to r^entance ; and lead us to 
rrformation of life; and preparation for 
death: but, not sink us into despair; or 
quench our activity, in good, benevolent, 
and useful actions. It is permitted to us, 
to "weep for the dead:** but not inor- 
dinately : to grieve, but not for ever. Jesus 
himself, indeed, sanctified the tear of na- 
tural feeling, and virtuous affection ; by 
weeping at the tomb of Lazarus : but, he, 
at the same time, enabled us quickly to 
dry it, through the power and consolation 
of his sublime, and spirit-soothing declar- 
ation : — "I am the resurrection and the 

M 
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** life : he that believeth in me, though he 
** were dead, yet shall he live : 

" And whosoever liveth, and believeth 
" in me, shall never die." 



THE END, 
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